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Foreword

You hold in your hands a goldmine of
information. Over 100,000 copies of the
first edition of this book are helping
people around the world discover new
insights from Secripture on sharing the
incredible love of Jesus and His rescue
plan for this planet.

If there is one thing in Mark Finley's
worldwide ministry that stands out above
the rest, it is his passion for winning
people to Jesus Christ. The information
he shares in this resource book is based
on tried and tested experience proclaim-
ing the Gospel to tens of thousands of
people in North and South America,
Europe, and the former Soviet Union.

Remember that information, all by
itself, can be dangerous! In fact, it is
destructive to God's purposes when pre-
sented in a forceful, argumentative
manner. But let this information be com-
bined with a life completely surrendered
to Jesus Christ. Then add deep, earnest,
intercessory prayer for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit in Latter Rain power! As
it spreads, the impact on our world will
be greater than Pentecost, and our Lord
will come!

I pray that a passion for winning
people to Jesus Christ will become a driv-
ing force in your life too.



Introduction

How to use this Handbook most
effectively

This Bible Handbook is especially designed
to assist you in studying the beautiful
Christ-centered truths of the Bible with your
friends and neighbors. It is divided into
three main sections:

1. A series of doctrinal Bible studies each fol-
lowed by the questions asked most often
regarding that doctrine with scriptural an-
swers.

2. A series of practical Bible lessons for the
daily problems of life.

3. A brief description of various religious
groups and denominations with suggestions
for approaching them in the spirit of Christ.

You may use this booklet as the basis for a
series of Bible studies or as a supplementary
aid to studies you are already using. It con-
tains hundreds of Bible texts. Its straightfor-
ward Biblical answers will provide you with
a wealth of material for studying with oth-
ers. The Word of God contains life-changing
power. The same Holy Spirit which ingpired
the Bible will accompany you as you present
it’s precious truths to others. Working
through you, the Spirit will apply the truths
of scriptures in other lives. You may feel
inefficient yet the Holy Spirit will be your
efficiency. You may feel ignorant yet the
Holy Spirit will be your wisdom. You may
feel weak yet the Holy Spirit will be your
strength. It is written, “There is no limit to
the usefulness of one who, by putting self
aside, makes room for the working of the
Holy Spirit upon his heart” (Desire of Ages,
p. 250.) The Spirit of God will richly reward
you as you enter into the most wonderful



work in the world, studying the Bible with
others. There will be souls in the Kingdom
of God as a direct result of your ministry.
Studying Together is only a tool. You are the
key ingredient our Lord desires to use to win
souls—His Spirit will enable you to do it.

Section I

Bible studies you can give, with
specific answers to some of the most
commonly asked questions

This section contains thirty-two doctrinal
Bible Studies. Each study presents one as-
pect of Bible truth. Texts are linked together
in a systematic way so each link in the chain
of truth carefully fits with the succeeding
link. Text summaries follow each Bible ref-
erence so you will know clearly whatisin the
text,

Rightly understood, Bible doctrines are
clear. Questionable passages must always
be harmonized with those that are plain. No
Bible doctrine is built around a single text—
to understand Bible truth the totality of
scripture must be considered. You will find
straightforward Bible answers to sometimes
difficult questions immediately following
each doctrinal Bible Study.

Section I

Practical Christianity: answers
meeting inmost needs

The problems of life find practical answers
in the Word of God. This section provides
God’s answers to our daily difficulties. It
reveals a Christ who is not far distant but
one who is near at hand—a Christ who is
both interested in and capable of solving our
daily problems.

Section IIT

Understanding denominations,
churches, and other religious groups

The section presents a brief background of
each group, discussing their major teachings
with practical suggestions in reaching peo-
ple in that particular group. Since this is a
Bible handbook and not library encyclopedic
reference work on world religions, we are
intentionally brief. T have designed these
comments so they are concrete, specific,
praetical, and easy to put into practice as you
share Jesus and His truth with your friends.
T pray that this section will enable you to
understand the essence of what each group
believes and give you direction in reaching
them for Him.

Mark Finley
It Is Written
International Television Ministry



Bible Studies
You Can Give

With specific answers to some of the
most commonly asked questions




The Bible

2 Pet. 1:21

2 Tim. 3:16
Ps. 119:160
Ps. 12:6,7

Matt. 24:35
Rom. 15:4

2Tim. 3:15
Jn. 5:39
2Tim. 2:15

Jn. 16:13

1Cor. 2:13

Isa. 28:9,10

Jn. 17:17

Jn. 7:17

Holy men of God spoke as
they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.

All scripture is inspired by
God.

God’s word is true from the
beginning.

God has preserved His word
through the centuries.

God’s word is eternal.

One of the purposes of God’s
word is to give us hope.

T]_:e scriptures make us
wise unto salvation.

The scriptures reveal Jesus
as Saviour.

As we study we must rightly
divide.
Jesus has sent the Holy
Spirit to guide us into all
truth.

As we open our hearts to the
Spirit’s  influence  and
compare spiritual things
with spiritual, God will
guide us.

As we compare scripture
with scripture, we will dis-
cover truth.

Truth is contained in God’s
word.

As we approach God’s word
with an open mind, He will
guide us. (See Rev. 22:18-
20.)

Facts About the Bible

The Bible contains 66 Books written by 44 authors.
Tt was written over a 1500-year period of time.

Evidence of the Bible’s inspiration includes:

Prophecy—See the following: Babylon (Isa. 13: 19-
22), Tyre (Ezek. 26:3-5), Sidon (Ezek. 28:21-23),
Cyrus (Isa. 44:28, 45:1), Medo-Persia & Greece
(Dan. 8:20,21), and Jesus’ Birthplace (Mie. 5:2).

Archaeology—Moabite Stone discovered in 1868 at
Dibon, Jordan, confirming Moabite attacks on
Israel as recorded in 2 Kings 1 & 3.

The Lachish Letters, discovered 1932-1938, 24
miles north of Beersheba, describing the attack of
Nebuchadnezzar on Jerusalem in 586 B.C.

The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in 1948.
They date back to 150-170 B.C. and contain all or
partis of the Old Testament books except the book
of Esther. They confirm the Bible’s accuracy.
Cyrus’ Cylinder records Cyrus’ overthrow of Bab-
vlon and his subsequent deliverance of the Jewish
captives.

The Rosetta Stone disecovered in 1799, in Egypt, by
Napoleon’s scientists, was written in three lan-
guages—hieroglyphics, demotic, and Greek. It un-
locked the mystery of understanding
hieroglyphics. Understanding hieroglyphics helps
to confirm the authenticity of the Bible.

Cohesive unity—Evidence of the Bible’s inspiration
alsoincludes its cohesive unity. In more than 3000
places the Bible declares itself inspired (2 Pet.
1:21). Tt does not contradict itself. It is either
inspired by God or a fraud.

Aeccuracy—Certainly it is inconceivable that a Book
s0 accurate through the centuries could be consid-
ered anything less than inspired by God.

Christ revealed—The greatest evidence of the
Bible’s inspiration is evidenced in the Christ it
reveals and the changes in those who study it (see
Jn. 5:39, Acts 4:12, Matt. 11:26-28).



God (A Character of Love) Origin of Evil
Ps. 90:2 From everlagting to ever- 1Jn. 4:8 God is love.
Jasting (eternal) Matt. 13:24-28  An enemy of God and man
Dan. 2:20 All powerful and all wise. sows evil tares in the field of
h 5
Dan. 2:21 He sets up and takes down the world
kings. Ezek. 28:12-17  Lucifer was once a beautiful
Isa. 46:10 He dec}args the end from grré%‘alogeitf d dl:gm(:o%mg%
the beginning. pride led him to rebel.
Isa. 45:21 Only 1Htel hos the ability to Jsa. 14:12-14  Lucifer desired to exalt his
reveal the future. throne above God’s. He de-
Ps. 33:6,9 The all powerful Creator. sired to make laws rather
(Gen. 1:1) than observe them.
Ex. 34:6,7 Longsuffering, gracious and Rev. 12:7-9 War broke out in heaven.
merciful. Satan and his angels fought
y 2 . against Jesus and His an-
Jer. 31:3 Draws us with loving kind- gels.
ness.
_ Lk. 10:18 Satan was cast out of
Ps. 24:1 The Owner of all the world. i
Ps. 19:1 Even the heavens reveal Gen. 1:27-31 God created man in His
' His glory. image placing him in a mag-
Ps. 34:1-4 He invites us “o praise Him nificent garden home.
and He will deliver us from Gen. 3:1-7 Satan led Adam and Eve to
our fears. mistrust God by openly de-
Isa. 41:10 He promises to strengthen fying His command.
us in all our difficulties. Isa. 59:1,2 Sin separates us from God.
Isa. 43:1-3 He promises Lo be with us in Rom. 6:23 The ultimate result of dis-
the deep waters and fiery obedience is death.
trials of life.
_ ) Jer. 17:9 The nature of the human
Ileb. 13:5 He promuses never to leave race changed as the result of
or forsake us. mankind’s disobedience his
nature became sinful.

Rom. 5:12;6:16 The entire human race
plunged into guilt, disobedi-
ence and sin.
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Origin of Euil

Heb. 2:14-17

Rom. 5:17-19
Rom. 3:24,25

Isa. 41:13

Ezek. 28:17.18

Rev. 21:1-5

Nah. 1:9

Jesus took man’s nature.
Faced man’s temptations
and was victorious (Heb.
4:15).

Jesus
failure.

redeemed Adam’s

Through Jesus salvation is
ours as a gift.

Jesus is with us in all of our
troubles today. He comforts
us in all of our heartaches.

Satan will be completely de-
stroved at the end.

Our God will establish a
new heavens and a new
earth,

Sin will never rear its ugly
head a sceond time.

Prophecies of the Messiah

Mie. 5:2

Isa. 7:14
Gen, 49:8-10

Num. 24:17

Isa. 61:1-3

Ps. 55:12,13

Zech. 11:12,13

Isa. 53.4-7

Ps. 22:16

Ps. 22:18

Ps.22:]

Ps. 34:20

Isa. 53:9

Ps. 16:10

Birthplace—Bethlehem
(Lk. 2:1-7).

Virgin Birth (Matt. 1:23).

Jesus lineage through
Judah (Lk. 1:30-32).

A star shall arise oul of
Judah (Matt. 2:1,2).

The ministry of the Messiah
predicted in advance (Lk.
4:16-21).

Betrayed by a friend (Matt.
26:47-50).

Betrayed for 30 pieces ol sil-
ver, money used to buy a
Potter’s field (Mazt. 27:3-9).

Led as a lamb to the slaugh-
ter (Jn. 1:29; Acts 8:32-35).

Jesus’ hands and feet

pierced, not stoned
(Lk. 23:33; 24:39).

(GGarments parted, soldiers
cast dice for His cloak (Matl
27:35).

Jesus’ last words, “My God,
my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?” (Matt. 27-46).

Not a bone broken
(fn. 19:36).

Buried in arich man’s grave
(Matt. 27:57-60).

Resurrected from the dead
(Matt. 28:2-7).

=1



The Divinity of Christ

Mait. 1:23 Immanuel “God is with ug.”

Jn. 1:1 Word was God (verse 14),
Word (Jesus) made flesh.

Jn. 17:5,24 Jesus existed with the fa-
ther before the foundation
of this world.

Jn. 8:58 Jesus deelared He was the
self-existent. one—the  “T
Am,” that He existed before
Abraham.

Ex. 3:14 “I Am” 15 the name of God.

Lk. 5:20-24 Jesus forgave sins, only God
can do that.

Jn. 20:28 Thomas teslified that Ile
was both Lord and God.

Heb. 1:5-9 The Father addresses the
Son as God.

Isa. 9:6 Jesus is everlasting and
eternal.

Mic. 5:2 Christ’s goings forth have

been from everlasting.

1 Tim. 6:15,16  Jesus has immortality.

Rev. 1:18 Jesus ig the first and last
with keys to the grave.

Phil. 2:5-12 Jesus voluntarily gives up
His divine privilege to be-
come our Saviour.

8

A Commonly Asked Question
Regarding the Divinity of Christ

Doesn’t the Bible teach that Jesus was
the “first born” of all creation and as such
a created being not co-existent with the
Father from eternity?

The text in question is Col. 1:15 which calls
Jesug the first born of every creature. The
Greek word here is prolofokes meaning the
pre-eminent one—the one who has the privi-
leges and prerogatives of God. Jesus is first
born not in the sense of time but in the sense of
privilege. All the privileges of the first born are
His. David was the eighth son of Jesse, yet
called the first born. Jesus declared that He
was the “I Am” (Jn. 8:58) meaning the self-
existent one. He gaid, “before Abraham was, I
Am.” Isaiah the prophet calls Him the everlast-
ing Father (Isa. 9:6). Micah declares that His
origin is from everlasting (Mic. 5:2). John af-
firms, “In the beginning was the word and the
word was with God and the word was God.” (Jn.
1:1). Jesus had the privileges and prerogalives
of God. He thought equality with God not a
thing to be grasped while the world was lost, so
He voluntarily left heaven to become a man. He
dwelt in human flesh, fought temptations’ bat-
tles as we fight them, and overcame in our

behalf (Phil. 2:5-11, Heb. 2:14,17).



Salvation

1Jn. 48,9
Gen. 1:27-31

Gen. 3:8

Rom. 6:23
Rom. 3:25
Rom. 5:18,19

Gal. 3:13
Heb. 2:8,9

2 Cor. 5:21

Acts 3:19
1dn. 1:9
Rom. 8:1

Eph. 2:8
Jn. 1:12
1Jn.5:11-13

Jn. 3:16
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God is love. Love prompted
Him to redeem us.

God created human beings
in His image.

Sin destroys our fellowship
with God so we run from His
presence (Isa. 59:1,2).

Separated from God we de-
serve to die eternally.

All have sinned and are
under the penalty of death.

Adam brought death, Jesus
brings life.

Jesus bore our curse.

Jesus experienced death for
us.

Jesus became sin (took its
penalty for us).

As we repent, He forgives.
As we confess, He pardons.

Receiving Jesus, we are no
longer condemned.

Through grace by faith we
are saved.

As we receive Him by faith
we become sons of God.

Believing in Him, we re-
ceive the gift of eternal life.

Salvation is a present expe-
rience and gift of God for all
who believe.

A Commonly Asked Question
Regarding Salvation

Doesn’t the Bible teach that once you
come to Jesus you can never lose your
salvation? Jn. 10:28 states “and I give unto
them eternal life and they shall never per-
ish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of mine hand.”

Coming to Jesus, accepting His forgiveness
by faith, receiving His grace, we receive the gift
of eternal life (Eph. 2:8, Rom. 3:22-25). Salva-
tion ig a free gift. Tt is not something we earn
by our obedience. Salvation is by grace through
faith. When the Philippian jailer asked, “What
must I do to be saved?” Paul responded, “Be-
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ”(Acts 16:30,31).
Beliefis a function of the will. The same mind
which chooses to believe can choose to dis-
helieve and unbelief leads to spiritual death
(Heb. 3:12-14). If we do not hold our confidence
in CGod to the end, we will develop a heart of
unbelief. “He that endures until the end shall
be saved”(Matt. 24:13). We are saved only if we
keep in memory what was preached and live
the life of faith (7 Cor. 15:1,2). 1t is always
possible to return to the old life of sin, have our
names blotted out of the Book of Life and be
eternally lost (2 Pet. 2:19-22, Rev. 3:5, 1 Cor.
9:27). The word which Paul uses for cast away
in 1 Cor. 9:27 is the same word that is used in
Jer. 6:30 for those who are burned and ulti-
mately lost. In Jn. 10:28, when we come to
Jesus we receive eternal life. Just as His com-
ing into the heart by faith brings life, our unbe-
lief brings spiritual death. We cannot be
unborn, but we can die. Nothing can take us
from His hand except our own choice.

11



Confession and Forgiveness

Europe’s Future Revealed

Mic. 7:18,19
Heb. 8:12

Acts 3:19

1dJdn. 1:9
Isa. 44:22

Isa. 432:25
Ps. 32:1

Isa. 55:7
Neh. 9:17

Col. 1:14
Ps. 103:3
Lk. 7:47

Eph. 4:32

2 Cor. 2:7,9
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God willingly pardons.

God remembers our sins no
more.

He blots out our transgres-
sions.

He freely forgives.

As a thick cloud, He blots
out our transgressions.

God will not remember our
Sins.

Forgiveness brings happi-
ness.

God abundantly pardons.

Even in our rebellion, He is
a God ready to pardon.

Forgiveness is rooted in the
very character of God.

God’s forgiveness is com-
plete. He forgives all of our
iniquities.

He forgives our many sins.

We forgive one another be-
cause He has forgiven us.

Tobe Christlike is Lo forgive.

Dan. 2:1

Dan. 2:2-11

Dan. 2:16

Dan. 2:21-23

Dan. 2:28

Dan. 2:29,30

Nebuchadnezzer dreams a
dream which He cannot re-
member.

The King’s wise men were
unable to either recall or ex-
plain the dream.

Daniel pleads for time to
pray.

God reveals the dream to
Daniel.

There is a God in heaven
who reveals secrets.

The dream reveals what
shall come to pass hereafter.

The Dream Revealed

Dan. 2:31
Dan. 2:32-36

A great image.

Head of gold, breast and
arms of silver, thighs of
brass, legs of iron, feet of
iron and clay Stone
smashes the image to the
ground.

The Dream Interpreted

Dan. 2:36

Dan. 2:38

Dan. 2:39

Dan. 5:28,30-31

God and Daniel “We” shall
tell the interpretation.

Nebuchadnezzer “you are
the head of gold.” The
Babylonian empire ruled
the world from 605 B.C. to
539 B.C.

Another kingdom inferior to
thee.

The Medes and Persians
overthrew the Babylonians.

13



Kurope's Future Revealed
Isa.44:27,28;
45:1 The amazing prediction

Dan. 2:39

Dan. 8:20,21

Dan. 2:40

Dan. 2:41

Dan. 2:43

Dan. 2:44
Dan. 2:45
Ps. 2:8,9

Tit. 2:11-13

14

that Cyrus, general of
Medo-Persia would attack
and overthrow Babylon al-
lowing God’s people free-
dom. (This prophecy was
made over 100 years in ad-
vanee.)

(Last part) Another third
kingdom of brass.

Greece conquered Medo-
Pergia. (This prophecy was
made 200 yearsin advance.)
The Medes and Persians
ruled from 539 B.C. to 331
B.C. The Greeks ruled from
331 to 168 B.C.

The fourth kingdom strong
ag iron represents Rome.
Rome ruled from 168 B.C. to
351 AD.

The Empire shall be
divided. Rome was! The
divided empire would he
partly strong and partly
broken.

Kings and queens of Europe
attempt to unite the empire
through inter-marriage, po-
litical intrigue, or war.

God ultimately establishes
His kingdom.

The Rock cut out without
hands is Jesus’ kingdom.

Heathens are broken 1o
picces.

Blessed hope and glorious
appearing.

== =
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Second Coming (Manner)

Jn. 14:1-3

Acts 1:9-11

Jude 14

Ps. 50:3

Rev. 1:7

Mait. 24:27

1 Thess. 4:16,17

1 Cor. 15:51-54

Matt. 16:27

Jesus promised He would
return.

Angels confirmed His prom-
ise and testified to its truth-
fulness.

Enoch, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied of our
Lord’s return.

David declares “Our Lord
shall come.” There are over
1500 prophecies of Jesus’
second Coming recorded in
the Bible. For every proph-
ccy of Iis first coming men-
tioned in the Old Testa-
ment, there are eight pre-
dicting His Second Coming.
The, return of our Lord is
mentioned one in every 25
verses in the New Testa-
ment.

When Jesus returns every
eye shall see Him.

His return shall be like
lightning flashing across
the sky.

It will be an audible event.
The righteous dead will he
resurrected and along with
the righteous living caught
up in the sky.

God will clothe His people
with immortality.

His return shall be a glori-
ous event. He comes with
His reward.



Second Coming (Manner)

Rev. 6:14-17

Matl, 13:37-43

Isa. 25:9

Rev. 19:11-16

Titus 2:12

Rev. 22:11,12,
17-20

16

The unrightecous wicked
fear His coming and cry for
the rocks to fall upon thom.

The evil are purged out of
His kingdom by fire and the
righteous saved through all
eternity.

The righteous are delighted
to see Him come. They joy-
fully exclaim “Lo, this is our
God...”

As King of Kings leading the
armies of heaven, He re-
turns as triumphant Lord.

His coming is called the
“Blessed Hope™ of a lost
mankind.

Jesus’ final invitation to
prepare for His soon return.

Commonly Asked Questions
Regarding Jesus’ Second Coming

Isn’t Jesus coming secretly? Doesn’t the
Bible say, “There will be two in the field,
one taken and one left” (Maft. 24:40).

The Bible makes it abundantly plain that
Jesus’ coming is not a secret event (Rew. 1:7, Ps.
50:3, 1 Thess. 4:16,17, Matt. 24:27). When the
Bible speaks of those being left, it does not say
they will be left alive on earth. The extended
passage in Lk. 17:26-37 describes the event in
detail. In Noah’s day there were two classes,
“one taken (saved), one left (destroyed by the
flood)(verse 27). In Lot’s day there were two
classes, (one taken out of the city and saved, one
left in the city and consumed by the fire). It will
be similar when Jesus comes (Lk. 17:30-37).
One class will be taken to heaven with Jesus
and the other class will be destroyed. In Lk.
17:37, the question is raised, “Where, Lord?
Where are these people left,” The Bible answer
is plain, “Whithersoever the body is, there the
eagles will be gathered together.” Rev. 19:771-18
clarifies the point that the wicked are destroyed
when Jesgus comes, (see also 2 Thess. 1:7-9, 2:8)

Doesn’t the Bible teach Jesus is coming
as a thief (I Thess. 5:2)7?

Each Bible reference to Jesus coming as a
thief, is in reference to the unexpected time of
Jesus’ coming, not the manner of His coming.
He comes quickly as a thief, unexpectedly as a
thief, but in glorious splendor as lightning in
triumphant glory (see Matt. 24:42-44, 1 Thess.
5:1-5, Matt. 24:27).

17



Questions Re: Jesus’ Second Coming

Do God’s people live through the com-
ing tribulation or are they raptured be-
fore the tribulation?

The experiences of ancient Isracl were ex-
amples given by God for His people living at the
close of time. Just as Israel was delivered from

* Egyptian bondage after the plagues, so God’s
church will be protected through the plagues
and be delivered from the hand of the OpPressor
(1 Cor. 10:11; Ps. 91; 46). Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego entered the flames when they
refused to yield to the universal death decree of
Babylon’s King. In those flames God miracu-
lously delivered them. Their death-defying
Laith faced the flames (Dan. 3:16-28). He comes
as a thief after the plagues (Rev. 16:75). What
sense would it make to declare “Behold I come
as a thiel after six plagues are already poured
out” if He had already come as a thief before
they were poured out? Rev. 15:8 emphatically
declares “Noman can enter the (heavenly) tem-
ple until the plagues are completed. 2 Thess.
2:1-3 makes it plain that the anti-christ is re-
vealed bhefore Jesus comes and is destroyed by
the brightness of His coming (2 Thess. 2:8).

Does the Bible teach that the righteous
receive their reward when they are rap-
tured at the beginning of a seven-year
tribulation but the unrighteous are de-
stroyed at the end of the seven-year tribu-
lation?

The parables of Jesus make it plain that the
Second Coming of Jesus is a divine climactic
event—men and women are cither saved or
lost. There is no seven-year period to reconsider
our lives. Now is the day of salvation (2 Cor.
6:2). In Matt. 13:30, both wheat and tares (the
righteous and wicked) grow together until the
harvest. The righteous are saved and the un-
righteous lost. In the parable of the unfaithful
servant, there is no second chance. The unfaith-
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ful are lost when the Lord of the household
comes unexpectedly (Matt. 24:44-51). In the
parable of the sheep and goats, men and women
are either saved or lost when Jesus comes
(Matt. 25:31-46).



Second Coming (Signs)

Matt. 24:3

Matt. 24:4,5,
11,24

Matt, 24:6,7
Rev. 11:18

Lk 2126

1 Thess. 5:2,3
Matt. 24:7
Matt. 24:12
2Tim. 3:1-4
Matt. 24:37-39

Jas. 5:1-5
Lk 21:34

Matt. 24:14

2 Pet. 3:8-10
Muaii. 24:48

Matt. 24:42-44
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Jesus disciples ask “What
shall be the sign of your
coming and the cnd of the
world.”

False religious teachers,
Wars and rumors of war.

When the nations are angry,
Christ will ultimately de-
stroy those who destroy the
earth.

Men’s hearts failing with
fear.

Peace talks.

Natural disasters (earth-
quakes, famines, pesti-
lence).

Riging crime and violence,
iniquity.

Perilous times, moral deca-
dence.

Intemperate, morally cor-
Tupt.

Economic difficulties.
Overwhelmed by cares of
this life.

Gospel preached to all the
world (see also Rev. 14:6,7).
God chooses to save all.

The evil gervant says “My
Lord delays His Coming.”

God’s counsel is “Be ready.”

Judgment

Rev. 14:6,7

Reun. 22:12

Matt. 12:36
Acts 24:25

Dan. 7:9,10

Eeel. 12:13,14
Heb. 1:13

2 Cor. 5:10
Rom. 14:12

Ps. 87:6

Jer. 2:22

Mal. 3:16

God’s final message to man-
kind pictures judgment.

Since Jesus comes to give
out His rewards, there must
be a judgmeni before He
comes to delermine who re-
ceives what reward, when
He comes.

Jesus pictured the judg-
ment as future.

Paul reasons with Felix of
judgment to come.

Daniel saw the sitting of the
Supreme Court of the Uni-
verse and the upening of the
judgment.

God will bring every secret
thing into judgment.

All things are open unto
God.

We must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ.

Everyone of us must give ac-
count of himself to God.

In the judgment the Lord
considers where we were
born.

All of our iniquities (sins)
are marked before God.

All of our righteous acts
prompted by unselfish mo-
tives, accomplished through
the grace of Christ, are re-
corded before God.
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Judgment

Rev, 20:12

Acts 3:19

Rev. 3:5

Rom. 8:1

Heb, 7:24,25

Jn. 14:26

Mati, 12:31,32
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The basis of judgment is the
record of our lives revealed
in heaven’s record.

If we turn from sin in repen-
tance, our sins will be blot-
ted out of God’s record in the
final judgment.

If we continue in gin, failing
to overcome, openly rebel-
ling against God, our names
are blotted out of God’s re-
cord.

The only way to overcome
the condemnation of judg-
ment is through Jesus.

Our heavenly high Priest is
able to save to the uttermost
all who come to God through
Him.

The Holy Spirit is Geod’s
teacher.

To reject the convicting, con-
verting, instructing power
of the Holy Spirit continu-
ally is to commit the unpar-
donable sin.

Law of God

Ps 111:7,8

Rom. 3:20
Ps. 19:7

Pg.19:11

Rom. 6:14

Rom. 6:15

1Jn. 34

Isa. 59:1,2

Rom. 3:28-31

Jn. 14:15

I1dn. 245

Heb. 8:10

God’s commandments are
heaven’s cternal code of con-
duct which stands fast for-
ever.

God’s law leads us to see our
guilt and drives us to Jesus.

God’s law is an agency lead-
ing us Lo conversion.

In keeping His command-
ments, there is a great re-
ward.

‘We are not “under the law”
as a means of salvation. Sal-
valion comes totally and al-
ways by grace (Eph. 2:8).

Although we are nol under
the law, this does not give us
liberty to break God’s law.

Sin is defined as breaking
God’s law.

Sin or breaking God’s law
leads to separation from
God and eternal death
{Rom. 6:23).

When we are saved by faith
we desire to keep God’s law
(Heb. 10:7; Jn. 8:29).

Love always leads to obedi-
ence. Jesus said, “If you love
me, keep my command-
ments.”

He that keepeth not His
commandmeoents 1s 4 liar and
the truth is not in him.

In the new covenant, Jesus
writes Hig law in our hearts.
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Law of God
Ps. 40:8

Rev. 14:12

Rev. 12:17
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He places within our hearts
the desire to do His will.

God’s last day people
keep His commandments
through faith.

His remnant, like the faith-
ful through the ages, keep
Iis law.

Commonly Asked Questions
Regarding The Law of God

Didn’t Jesus come to do away with the
ten commandments and establish a new
commandment of love? What about Maiz.
22:37-40, “Love God with all vour heart
and your neighbors as yourself?” Isn’tlove
to God and our neighbors all Jesus re-
quires? These arec the new command-
ments.

It may surprise you to discover that Jesus
was summarizing the law as given in the Qld
Testament. Deut. 6:5 declares “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart.” Lev. 19:18 adds,
“Love your neighbor as yoursell.” The God of
the Old Testament was a God of everlasting
love (Jer. 31:3). In Matt. 22:40, Jesus declared,
“On these two commands (love to God and fel-
low man) hang all the laws and the prophets.”
The first four commandments reveal how
human beings tangibly demonstrate their love
to their to God. The last six commandments
show how they demonstrate their love to their
fellow man. “Jesus did not come to destroy the
law, but to tulfill it” (Mail. 5:17). He revealed
how to lovingly keep the law. He came to mag-
nify the meaning of the law (Isa. 42:21). Jesus
reveals how love is the fulfilling of the law
(Rom. 13:10). He adds “If you love me, keep my
commandments” (Jn. 14:15).

Does Paul teach that Christians saved
by faith do not have to keep the law?

Paul teaches that Christians are saved not
by faith, but by grace through faith. Faithis the
hand that takes the salvation freely offered by
Jesus, Faith does nol lead to disobedience but
to obedience. Paul states in no uncertain terms
“Do we then make void the law through faith,
God forbid”(Rom. 3:31). Rom. 6:1,14,15 adds,
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“Qhall we sin (break the law) so grace may
abound. God forbid!”

Is it true that in the Old Testament
people were saved by keeping the law
while in the New Testament, salvation is
by grace?

In both the Old and New Testaments, salva-
tion is by grace through faith. God does not have
two methods of salvation. Titus 2:11 affirms,
“For the grace of God which bringeth salvation
hath appeared unto all men.” In the Old Testa-
ment men and women were saved by the Christ
that was to come. Each lamb sacrificed pointed
forward to the coming of the Messiah (Gen.
3:21, Gen. 22:9-13). In the New Testament, men
and women are saved by the Christ who has
come. In one instance faith looked forward to
the cross; in the other instance faith looked
backward to the cross. Jesus is the only means
of salvation (Acts 4:12).

Since we are under the New Covenant,
is it really necessary to keep God’s law?

The New Covenant is actually older than the
0ld Covenant. It was given by God Himself in
the Garden of Eden when He promised that the
Messiah would come to break the deadly hold
of Satan upon the human race. The New Cove-
nant contains the promise of redemption from
gin through Jesus Christ. He saves us! He
writes the principles of the law in our hearts.
Love becomes the motivation for obedience.
There is a new power in the life (Heb. 8:10, Ezek.
36:26, Ps. 40:8). Under the Old Covenant, [srael
promised to obey God’s commandments in their
own strength. They declared, “all that God says
we will do” (Ex. 19:8; 24:3,7). All attempts at
external conformity to God’s law lead to frus-
trated defeat. The law which we cannot keepin
our own strength condemns us (Rom. 3:23,
6:23). Under the New Covenant, we belong to a
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new master—dJesus Christ. We have a new
heart and a new standing before God (Jn. 1:12,
2 Cor. 5:17, Rom. 8:1).
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Sabbath

Rev. 14:6,7

Rev. 4:11

Eph. 3:9

Ex. 20:8-11

Gen. 2:1-3

MkE. 2:27,28

Fzek. 20:12,20

Lk, 4:16

Muaitt. 24:20

Acts 13:42-44
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God’s final message to man-
kind is a eall to worship the
Creator.

The basis of all worship is
the fact that God created us.

Since Jesus was the aclive
agent in creation, Rev-
elation’s final call to wor-
ship the Creator is a call to
give honor to Jesus.

We worship Him as the Cre-
ator by keeping His Sab-
bath.

The Sabbath was set apart
at creation. God rested upon
the seventh day, blessed the
seventh day and hallowed
it.

The Sabbath was given to
the human race 2300 years
before the existence of the
Jews as a memorial for all
mankind.

The Sabbath was estab-
lished for all mankind as a
gign between God and His
people.

- Jesus was a faithful Sab-

bath keeper.

Jesus predicted the Sab-
bath would be kept in 70
AD. at the destruction of
Jerusalem over 35 years
after His death.

Paul both kept the Sabbath
himself and met to worship

Acts 16:13

Rev. 1:10

Magt. 12:8

Lk. 23:54-56;

24:1

Heb. 13:8

Isa, 66:22,23

Sabbath

God with the whole cily,
Jews and Gentiles alike.

In Philippi, Paul met pri-
vately with a group of be-
lievers in a country setting,
gince there was no estab-
lished Christian church.

The Lord still has a special
day at the end of the first
century. Rev. 1:10 does not
clearly reveal which day is
the Lord’s day, but Maitf.
12:8, Mk. 2:27,28, and LkE.
6:5 do.

The Son of Man is Lord also
of the Sabbath. If the Son of
Man is Lord of the Sabbath,
the Sabbath must be the
Lord’s day.

This passage lists three
days in succession.

The day Christ died—the
preparation—Friday.

The day Jesus rested in the
tomb—Sabbath—Saturday.

The day Jesus resur-
rected—the first day—Sun-
day.

The Sabbath is clearly Sat-

urday, the seventh day of
the week.

Jesusiz the same yesterday,
today and forever.

In the new heavens and new
earth we shall kcep Sab-
bath each week.
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Commonly Asked Questions
Regarding the Bible Sabbath

Since Paul declares “Let no one judge
you regarding the DBible Sabbath,” isn’t
Sabbath-keeping unnecessary (Col.
2:16,17)?

This passage, Col. 2:16,17 is one of the most
misunderstood passages in the Bible. One prin-
c¢iple of Bible interpretation is that you do not
allow what may be somewhat unclear to keep
you from doing what you understand. The Bible
is plain on the Sabbath. It was given at creation
(Gen. 2:1-3). Jesus observed it (Lk. 4:16). Paul
observed it (Aets 13:42-44), and it will be ob-
served in heaven (Tsa. 66:22,23). The Bible
mentions two kinds of sabbaths. The seventh-
day Sabbath and the yearly sabbaths. The sev-
enth-day Sabbath, instituled at creation and
part of the Ten Commandment law, is a weekly
reminder of the loving, all-powerful Creator.
The yearly Sabbath relates specifically to the
history of Israel. Col. 2:16,17 specifically states
“Let no one judge you regarding sabbath days
which are a shadow of things to come.” The
seventh-day Sabbath is a memorial of creation
not a shadow of something to come. ITeb. 10:1
connects the law of shadows with animal sacri-
fice. Ezek. 45:17 uses the exact same expres-
sions in the exact same order as Col. 2:16,17
and connects it all with the ceremonial systems
of feasts and sacrifices (meat offerings, drink
offerings, feasts, new moons, and sabbaths fo
make reconciliation for the house of Isracl. Lev.
23:3 discusses the Seventh-day Sabbath. Lev.
23:5-32 discusses the ceremonial sabbaths
(passover, verse 5; unleavened bread, verse 6;
wave sheaf, verse 10; first fruits, verse 17; trum-
pets, verse 24; Day of atonement, verses 27-32;
tabernacles, verses 34-36). Both the feast of
trumpets (verse 24), and the Day of Atonement
(verse 32) are specifically called sahbaths.
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These annual sabbaths were intimately con-
nected to events foreshadowing Christ’s death
and His Second Coming. They were designed by
God to be shadows or pointers to the coming
Messiah. Lev. 23:37 uses the language of Col.
2:16,17 to describe these ceremonial sabbaths.
Lev. 23:38 distinguishes the ceremonial sah-
baths from the seventh-day Sabbaths by using
the expression “Beside the sabbaths of the
Lord.” Since Christ has come, the shadowy sab-
baths of the ceremonial law have found their
fulfillment in Him. The seventh-day Sabbath
contlinues to lead us back to the Creator God
who made us. God’s people will keep it as a
distinguishing sign of their relationship to Him
(Rev. 14:12, Ezek, 20:12,20).

What about Rom. 14:57 “One man es-
teems one day above another; another es-
teems every day alike. Let every man be
fully persuaded in his own mind.” Really,
what difference does a day make?

Sometimes it’s helpful to carefully notice
what a Bible text does not say as well as what
it does say. Verses 5 and 6 say nothing about
either worship or the Sabbath. They simply
talk about regarding a day. To say this partic-
ular day is the Sabbath is an unwarranted
assumption. Hom. 14:1 sets the tone for the
entire passage indicating that the discussion
focuses on “doubtful disputations” or disputes
on doubtful matters. Is the seventh-day Sab-
bath set apart by God at ereation (Gen. 2:1-3)
placed within the heart of the moral law (Ex.
20:8-11) a doubtful matter? Certainly not! The
key to our passage is found in verse 6 which
states, “He that regards the day regards it unto
the Lord, and he that regardeth not the day
regards it not to the Tord. He that eateth,
eateth to the Lord for He giveth God thanks,
and he that eateth not to the Lord, he eateth
not for he giveth God thanks.” The issue re-
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Questions Re: The Sabbath

volved around fast days not Sabbath days.
Some Jewish Christians believed there was
particular merit in fasting on certain days.
Theyjudged others by their own standards. The
Pharisees fasted at least twice a week and
boasted about it (Lk. 78:12). In Rom. 14, Paul
is pointing out that to fast or not to fast on a
certain day is a matter of individual conscience,
not a matter of God’s command.

Didn’t the disciples meet on the first
day of the week? Acts 20:7

The reason this meeting is mentioned in the
narrative is because Paul was leaving the next
day and worked a mighty miracle in raiging
Eutychus from the dead. It is clear that the
meeting is a nighl meeting. It is the dark part
of the first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Tn Bible
times, the dark part of the day preceded the
light part (Gen. 1:5). The Sabbath was obscrved
from Friday night at sunset to Saturday night
atsunset. (Lev. 23:32, Mk. 1:32). If this meeling
is on the dark part of the first day of the week,
it is in fact a Saturday night meeting. Paul has
met with the believers all Sabbath. He will
depart the next day, Sunday, so the meeting
continues late into Saturday night. The next
day, Sunday, Paul travels by foot to Assos, then
sailed to Mitylene, The New English Bible read-
ing of Acts 20:7 also confirms this as a Saturday
night meeting, with Paul traveling on Sunday.
If Paul considered Sunday sacred in honor of
the resurrection, why would he spend the entire
day traveling and not worshipping? The record
indicates that Paul was a Sabbath keeper (see
Acts 13:42.44; 17:2; 16:12, | 3;18:4).

Can we really tell which day the Sev-
enth-day is?

There are at least four ways which we can
tell for certain that Saturday is the Seventh-
day:
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1. The Bible clearly reveals that Jesus was
crucified on the preparation day (Lk, 23:54).
His closest followers rested as commanded
the Sabbath day (Lk. 24:55,56) and Jesus
rose from the dead the first day (Lk. 24:1,
Mk. 16:9). Most Christiang recognize Jesus
died on Friday the preparation day, He
rested the next day and rose the first day—
Sunday. The Sabbath is the day between
Friday and Sunday or the seventh-day—
Saturday.

2. Language: In over 140 languages in the
world, the word for the Seventh-day which
we call Saturday is the word “Sabbath.” Lan-
guage testifies to the Sabbath’s preservation
through the centuries.

3. Astronomy: The leading astronomers ; nthe
world testify to the fact that the w eckly cycle
has never changed. Centers like the Royal
Naval Observatory in the 1J.S. and The
Royal Greenwich Observatory in England
alfirm the fact of a constant weekly cycle.

4. History: The Jewish people have kept an
accurate record of the Sabbath through the
centuries. For over 4,000 years, they have
preserved the true Sabbath on Saturday.

Tkeep Sunday in honor of the resurrec-
tion. What’s wrong with that? Didn’t J esus
rise from the dead on Sunday?

Yes, Jesus certainly rose on Sunday! But He
never commanded us to worship in honor of the
resurrection. Just as the communion service
symbolizes His death (7 Cor. 11 :24,26) baptism
symbolizes His resurrection (Rom. 6:1 -6). The
symbol of Jesus’ resurrection is not worshij pan
the day of the sun adopted into Chyi stianity
from pagan Rome’s sun wuorship, but a beautiful
ceremony of baptism as a symbol of a new life
transformed by the wonder working power of
the Holy Spirit. In the watery grave of baptism,
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the old person symbolically dies and is buried
while a new life is resurrected with Christ.

Isn’t one day in seven good enough?
Why do you put so much emphasis on the
Sabbath?

The issue is more than a matter of days. It
is a matter of masters. Through a master stroke
of deception, Satan has worked through apos-
tate religion to change God’s law (Dan. 7:25).
He has east the truth to the ground (Dan. 8:12).
He has made a break in God’s wall of truth. God
calls us to repair the breach by keeping His
Sabbath (Isa. 58:12,13). We ought to obey God
rather than men (Acts 5:29). To worship on the
seventh day is to accept the authority of our
creator Lord, who commanded the day be kept
(Ex. 20:8-11). To knowingly accept a counterfeit
day of worship is to accept an institution initi-
ated and established solely by man in the apos-
tasy. The real questionis, then, whose servants
are we—GCod’s or man’s? (Rom. 6:16). All the
celebrations the day hefore or the day after my
birthday do not make these days my birthday.
The world’s birthday is the Bible Sabbath, the
gseventh day. It is a memorial to our loving
Creator. No other day will do.
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First Day Texts

Ex. 31:17,18

Ezek. 20:12

Heb. 4:4-6,9

Lk. 23:56

Lk. 24:1

Matt. 28:1
MFE. 16:2
Mk, 16:9

Jn. 20:1

Rom. 6:3-5

Acts 20:7

The Sabbath is a sign be-
tween God and Ilis people
forever,

The Sabbath is a symbol of
sanctification.

The Sabbath symbolizes our
rest in Jesug trusting Him
for our salvation.

Jesug’ closest followers
would not emhalm His bedy
on the Sabbath. Certainly
the Sabbath was not nailed
to the cross for His followers
kept it after He died.

The diseiples visit the tomb
to embalm His body on the
first day.

The women come to the
tomb on the first day.

The women come to the
tomb on the first day.

Now Jesus was risen the
first day.

Mary visits the tomb while
it is yet dark. (Note—the
ahove texts certainly cannot
possibly indicate any sacred
attachment by the early be-
lievers to Sunday since they
did not even know at that
point that Jesus had risen).

The symbol of the resurrec-
tion is baptism by immer-
sion, not Sunday worship,

In the Saturday night meet-
ing (see the New English
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First Day Texts

Jn. 20:19

1Cor. 16:2

Gen. 2:1-3

Rom. 13:10

Matt. 5:17

Rom. 8:4
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Bible) oceurring on the dark
part of the first day of the
week, Paul preaches until
midnight. The next day,
Sunday, he travels by foot to
Troas, then takes a boat too.
Certainly, Paul did not sanc-
tify Sunday.

The disciples assemble on
the first day of the week not
to worship, butbecausethey
are afraid of Jews.

“By Him” implies by Him-
self at home. The original
language refers to a settling
of accounts. The Sabbath
has past. It’s the first day—
a good Lime at home to final-
ize bills, settle accounts and
get aside an offering for the
Lord’s work.

God blessed the Seventh-
day Sabbath at creation.

Our love for God leads us as
obedient servants to fulfill
or keep the law.

Jesus did not come to de-
stroy bul to fulfill the law.

When we come to Him,
through His spirit He en-
ahles us lo keep the law.

An Attempted Change in God’s Law

Jn., 17:17
Prov. 23:23
Heb. 13:8

Ps. 89:34

Ex. 31:18
Matt. 5:17,18
Gen. 2:1-3

Lk. 4:16
Acts 13:42-44
Acts 20:28-31

Dan. 8:12
Dan. 7:25

Isa. 8:16
Ex. 20:8-11

Rev. 7:1-3

Rev. 14:7,12

Thy word is truth.
Buy the truth and sell it not.

Jesus Christ the same yes-
terday, today and forever.

My covenant (law) will I not
break.

Commandments  written
with the finger of God.

Jesus came to fulfill not
change God's law.

Subbath hallowed, sancti-
fied and blessed in Eden.

Jesus kept the Sabbath.
Paul kept the Sabbath.

Apostasy in early Christi-
anity predicted as coming
into the church.

Truth cast to the ground.

An attempted change made
in God’s law.

Seal the law.

The Sabbath contains the
three elements of heaven’s
official Royal Seal: God’s
name, His title, and His ter-
ritory.

God’s people will receive the
seal of the Sabbath before
the end.

God’s last message calls us
to worship the Creator and
keep God’s commandments.
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Sabbath Keeping

Isa. 56:2
Deut. 28:1,2,15
Ex. 20:8-11

Leo. 23:3

Lk 4:16

Lev. 23:32

Ex. 20:8-10

Isa. 58:13,14

Neh. 13:15-22
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God grants a special bless-
ing to those who keep the
Sabbath.

God offers blessing to those
who are obedient to His
commandments.

The Sabbath is a “sancti-
fied” day set apart from all
the rest.

The Sabbath is called a
“holy convocation” or gath-
ering of God’s people. Itis a
special designated day of
worship.

Jesus worshiped each Sab-

bath, as did Paul
(Acts 18:4).

The Sabbath begins at sun-
set Friday evening and ends
at sunset Saturday evening

(Mk. 1:32),

The Sabbath is not a day for
secular work.

The Sabbath is a day to de-

" light ourself in the Lord. Tt

is not a day for our own per-
sonal pleasure. Such things
as sporis, secular games, or
entertainment are not in
harmony with the holiness
of the Sabbath.

The Sabbath may be defiled
by buying, selling, and triv-
ializing the Sabbath by ordi-
nary worldly activities.

Mazt, 12:11-13

Mk. 2:23-28

Ex. 16:28-30

Matt. 11:28-30

Sabbathkeeping

Jesus illustrated in His life
the joy of doing good on the
Sabbath.

Jesus provided for the phys-
ical needs of His disciples on
the Sabbath. The Sabbath is
an illustration of the God
who provides our needs.

When some of Israel worked
on the Sabbath attempting
to gather and prepare
manna neglecting to make
arrangements on the prep-
aration day, Triday, God
openly rebuked them.

The divine invitation is to
come and find rest in Jesus.
Each Sabbath provides us
with an opportunity to
renew our commilment
with our Lord.

* Stalements regarding the change of the Bible
Sahbath appear on page 115
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Faith

Heb. 11:6
Rom. 12:3

Mk. 11:22-24

Rom. 10:17

Heb. 11:1

Heb. 4:2

1Jn.5:14

Lk. 5:20
Matt. 17:20
Eph. 2:8
Rom. 1:5

Gul. 2:20
Heb. 6:12

Jas. 2:17

I1dJdn. 54
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Without faith it is impossi-
ble to please God.

God gives a measure of faith
to every man.

If we cxercise the faith we
have, mountains of diffi-
culty will be removed.

Our faith is increased as we
hear God’s words,

Faith is the foundation
which supports our entire
Christian experience.

We are benefited by God’s
word as we apply il to our
lives.

Faith is confidence in God
which leads us to do His
will.

Faith can be seen. Tt is man-
ifest in action.

Little faith, as a mustard
seed, can grow.

We are saved by grace
through faith.

Grace leads to the obedience
of faith.

The Christian lives by faith.

Through faith we inherit
the promises of God,

Faith without works is
dead.

We overcome the world
through faith.

Health

3Jn. 1:2

I Thess. 5:23

Rom. 12:1,2

1 Cor. 6:19,20
1 Cor. 10:31
Prov. 20:1

Prou. 23:28-32

Isa. 5:11
Prouv. 4:17

Prov. 3145

Rev. 5:10

Gen. 1:29

Gen. 7:2

God desgires that we prosper
and be in health.

Sanctification includes
body, mind, and emotions as
well as spiritual faculties.

Present your bodies a living
sacrifice unto God.

Your body is the temple of
God.

Whatever you eat or drink,
do all to the glory of God.

Wine is a mocker, strong
drink is raging.

Do not drink fermented
wine. It brings sorrow, woe,
and contention. It is decep-
tive and clouds judgment.

Woe to those who are intox-
icated by wine.

Excessive wine leads to vio-
lence.

Wine is not for kings or
princes since it perverts
wise judgment.

Since we are kings and
priests unto God, we need
clear minds.

God's original diet was a
vegetarian diet.

Noah understood the differ-
ence between clean and un-
clean animals. Since at the
time of the flood, God gave
permission to eat the clean
animals, they were brought
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Lev. 11:1-12

Isa. 66:15-17

Isa. 65:1-5

Acts 10:9-16

Acts 10:28

Phil. 4:13

Heb. 4:15,16

by sevens. The unclean
scavengers by twos.

Clean animals must have a
split or divided hoof and
chew the cud. Unclean ani-
mals are those like pigs that
do not have the above fea-
tures. Clean sea animals
must have both fins and
scales.

Those who rebel against
God’s dietary standards will
not be in the kingdom.

God links eating unclean
foods to heathen idolatry.

Peter’s sheet with all kinds
of unclean animals, includ-
ing rats, alligators, croco-
diles. God says arise and
eat. Peteris horrified! What
does God mean? Verse 17 in-
dicates Peter is uncertain

Peter explaing that the vi-
sion applies not to food but
to calling Gentiles unclean.
In this vision, God breaks
the racial barrier. Peter is
open to witness now to the
Gentiles. The vision deals
with the fact that through
the cross all barriers be-
tween people are removed.

Jesus provides spiritual
strength to overcome physi-
cal habits.

Jesus was tempted like we
arc. He fasted 40 days and
overcame so we, too, can re-
ceive His power to over-

come,

Commonly Asked Questions
Regarding Health

Didn’t Jesus say, “It is not what g0es
into a man but its what goes out which
defiles him”? Why put so much emphasis
on health? Does it really make much dif-
ference?

The passage under consideration is Mk.
7:18-20. What issues are involved here? The
New Testament plainly declares, “What, know
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit....glorify God in your bady” (1 Cor.
6:19,20). “If any man defile the temple of God,
him shall God destroy, for the temple of God is
holy, which temple ye are” (1 Cor. 3:1 7).
Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatso-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God (I Cor.
10:31). The scriptures are consistent. They
don’t tell us to carefully consider what we eat
and drink in one place, and then that it doesn’t
matter what we eat or drink in another. Let’s
summarize Mk. 7 in its entirety. The Pharisees
had very strict laws regarding ceremonial
cleanliness. They believed to touch a Gentile
(non-Jew) in the market place was defiling. All
cooking utensils, such as pots, cups, and plates
must be washed thoroughly lest some Gentile
touch them, thereby defiling them (sec ME.
7:1-5). The object of discussion in Mk. 7 was not
the Levitical health laws (Lev. 11) given by a
loving God to preserve the health of His people
but the Jewish “tradition of the elders” (Mk.
7:5). The Pharisees believed that to eat with
unwashed hands, you absorbed or took in de-
filement from the Gentiles. The question here
is not, what you eat, but how you eat. The issue
is not a repudiation of the health laws which
our Lord Himself gave, but rather a rejection of
the idea of ceremonial defilement by touching
Gentiles. In this context “nothing from outside
you can produce defilement or sin. All sin re-
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sults in the mind.” The Jews rejected God’s
commandments, to maintain their tradition of
exclusiveness (Mk. 7:9). The expression “purg-
ing all meats” (K.J.V.) in verse 19 is better
translated “purging all foods.” The word is
broma. No food is ceremonially unclean. No
food carries sin within it. Not from without, but
from within sin arises (Mk. 7:21). Jesus did not
consider unclean animals food. They were scav-
engers never to be eaten. The issue in Mk. 7 is
not health which comes by eating unclean ani-
mals, but ceremonial defilement which comes
by touching Gentiles and transferring it
through foods into the body.

Didn’t the apostle Paul say, “Meat
doesn’t commend us to God, we are no
better or worse if we eat” (I Cor. 8:8).
Didn’t he also declare, “Whatever is sold
in the market place eat, asking no gques-
tion for conscience sake (I Cor. 10:25)2

1 Cor. 8:1 provides the background for the
answer to these thoughtful questions. Paul in-
troduces the passage by saying, “Now as touch-
ing things offered to idols” (verse 1) so there will
be no misunderstanding he emphasizesit again
in verse 4 “as concerning those things that are
offered in sacrifice to idols.” In 1 Cor. 70:28, at
the end of the discussion, he speaks of meat
“offered in sacrifice to idols.” Portions of the
meat which were used in idol worship at pagan
temples in Corinth were sold in the market
places. This led some very strict Jews to become
vegetarians (Rom. 14:2-4), The issue at stake
here is whether it is morally wrong to eat meat
offered to idols. In eating will one be participat-
ing in idol worship. Paul’s response is idols are
nothing at all (1 Cor. 8:4). We are no better or
worse if we eat (1 Cor. 8:8). If your liberty is a
stumbling block to someone else, offending
their weak conscience, don’t eat any meat of-
fered to idols (I Cor. 8:11-13). At stake here is

44

Questions Re: Health

not unclean foods but food offered to idols. Jesus
did not come to cleanse pigs. He came to cleanse
sinners. Unclean animals which are unhealth-
ful in the 01d Testament are still unhealthful
in the New. Since our Lord will nol withhold
from us any good thing (Ps. 84:11) unclean
animals are not good things.

Aren’t the health laws Jewish Old Tes-
tament rituals which Christ did away with
at the cross?

When Jesus died, He gave His life to redeem
mankind. His death did not affect in any way
what is healthy and what is not healthy. It only
makes sense that if pork, for example, was
unhealthy because it was a scavenger before
the cross, it is unhealthy because it is a scaven-
ger after the cross. Contrary to popular opinion,
the Biblical health laws are not for the Jews
alone. When Noah entered the ark, he was
instructed to bring the clean animals by sevens
and the unclean by twos. Since the clean ani-
mals would be eaten due to the shortage of
vegetation after the flood, they were brought by
sevens. In Lev. 71, God distinguishes between
clean and unclean animals for all mankind. Isa.
65:2-5 describes those who have rcbelled
against God as worshipping idols and eating
swine’s flesh. The prophet Isaiah reveals that
the rebellious will be destroyed as those “eating
gwines flesh.” God knows best. He desires our
bodies in good health. He invites us to give up
anything which harms His temple.

Since God told Noah, “Every moving
thing which liveth shall be meat for you;
even as the green herb have I given you all
things” (Gen. 9:3), isn’t it permissible to
eat whatever we want?

We might ask “was God giving Noah permis-
sion to eat snakes, rats, alligators, lizards,
wormg, and cockroaches?” Certainly not! Noah
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already knew the difference between clean and
unclean foods (Gen. 7:2). God was simply mak-
ing a statement, “Noah, you may now eat flesh
foods.” The evidence for this is that God clearly
forbade unclean animals later in both Lev. 11
and Deuteronomy I14. Since God does not
change His moral standards (Ps.s 89:34) and
since God’s character does not change (Mal.
3:6), He did not give permission to Noah to do
something He forbade Moses to do. All God’s
laws including those relating to health were
given in love to reduce discase and increase
happiness (Ex. 15:26). Many in the scientific
community recognize that the health principles
of the Bible can significantly assist in reducing
Eoth heart disease and cancer. God’s ways are
est.

Doesn’t the Bible say to beware of those
who command you to abstain from meat (7
Tim. 4:3)?

Our passage describes a group who depart
from the Biblical faith in the last days. Acecord-
ing to 1 Tim. 4:3, they teach two twin errors.
This group forbids marriage and commands to
abstain from meats (K.J.V.) or foods (Greek
broma) which God has created to be received
with thanksgiving. The word meat here refers
not to animals in particular, but food in general.
The same word is used in the Greek version of
the 01d Testament in Gen. 1:.29. “Every herb
bearing seed which is upon the face of all the
earth, and every tree in which is a fruit of a tree
vielding seed to you shall it be for "meat" or
food." Throughout the centuries, certain ascet-
icg, monks, and priests have declared the world
as evil. Both marriage and food are created by
God. They are both part of God’s good plan for
the human race. According to I Tim. 44,5,
those creatures sanctified by the word of God
are good and not to be refused when received
with thanksgiving. Paul hereisarguingagainst
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the fanatism which declares all physical plea-
sure as evil. He reveals that God’s creation is
good. God desires that His creatures heartily
enjoy the food He has created for them. The
isque here is not clean or unclean foods, but
whether food itselfis part of the material world
and rejected through monastic life, Paul says,
NO! God’s creation is good.

What difference does it make what we
eat and drink, isn’t God interested in our
spiritual life only?

Human beings are a unit. Whatever affects
the physical also affects the mental and spiri-
tual faculties. Our physical habits affect the
quality of blood which passes through the
brain. A poor quality of blood supplied to the
brain makes us less capable of comprehending
spiritual truth. In I Thess. 5:23, Paul states, “I
pray God will sanctify you wholly, body, soul
and spirit.” In Rom. 12:1, he adds, “I beseech
you brethren, that you present your bodies a
living sacrifice to God.” John adds, Jesus desire
for all His children, “I wish above all things,
that you prosper and be in health even as your
soul prospers” (3 Jn. 2). God’s word declares it
does make a difference what we take into our
bodies.

What did Paul mean when He in-
structed Timothy to take “a little wine for
the stomach’s sake” (I Tim. 5:23)?

It’s obvious that Paul was not advocating
social drinking in this passage. He clearly
states, “Drink no longer water.” (Anyone who
has traveled in the Middle East knows the
difficulty of getting pure, unpolluted water),
but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and
thine often infirmities. Whatever kind of wine
Paul was talking about (fermented or unfer-
mented), it is exceedingly plain that the pur-
pose of his counsel to Timothy was duc to his
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stomach ailments. Paul’s counsel relates to a
medidnal use, not a social enjoyment. What
kind of wine was Paul recommending? Would
th(_e apostle encourage the moderate use of a
drink which Prov. 23:31 says “Look not upon
the wine when it is red,” a drink which brings
“woe, sorrow, babbling, and wounds” (Prouv.
23:2{9), a drink which is deceplive (Prov. 20:1),
a drink which perverts the judgment causing
thine eyes to behold strange women and thine
heart to utter strange things (Prov. 23:32,33).
Certainly not! The Bible uses the word wine to
refer to both an alcoholic fermented beverage
as well as unfermented grape juice. According
to Isa. 65:8, the new wine is found in a cluster
and_ there is blessing in it. This is obviously the
unfermentied, freshly squeezed juice of the
grape. Referring to the communion wine

served, Jesus told His disciples that He would

nol participate in the service again until He

“drank it new with them in the Father's king-

dom” (Mail. 26:29). The communion wine rep-

regsenting Christ’s pure, undefiled Blood must

hr\ unfermented since fermentation is a sign of
sin. In I Tim. 5:23, Paul encourages Timothy to

use a little wine or grape products for his

stomach’s sake. Unfermented grape juice has
healthfu] properties for the body. Indeed there
ig blegsing in the freshly squeezed juice of the
grape.
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Jn. 11:11-14

1 Thess. 4:15,16

Jn. 5:28,29

Gen. 2:7

Eecel, 12:7

Job 27:3

Ps. 146:3,4

1Tim. 6:16

Rom. 2:7

1Cor.15:51-54

Ps. 115:17
Acts 2:34

Jesus compares death to
sleep. The Bible compares
death to sleep over 50 times.

Those asleepin Jesusrise at
His Second Coming.

There are two resurrections
(life and death).

(tod created man out of the
dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life and man
became a living soul. God
did not put a soul into man.

The body returns to the dust
and the Spirit returns to
God. The Bible does nol say
the soul returns to God, but
the Spirit.

The Spirit is the same as
God's breath of life or His

power,

When the breath or Spiril
returns to  God, the
thoughts perish.

Human beings do not have
immortality, only God does.

We seek for immortality.
The Bible uses the word
aoul 1600 times, bul never
onee usges immortal soul.

We receive immortalily
when Jesus comes again.

The dead do not praise God.

David did not ascend to
heaven at death, but
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Ps, 6:5
Eeccl. 9:5

Job 19:25 26

FEzek. 18:4

Rom. 6:23

2Tim. 4:7,8

Rev. 22:12

awaited the coming of Jesus
and the first resurrection,

In the grave there is no re-
membrance of God.

The dead do not know any-
thing.

The righteous will be resur-
rected to see God at the Last
day.

The soul (person) who sins
will die!

The wages of sin is death.
Death_ig the absence of life.
;I_‘?e gift of God is eternal
ife.

The apostle Paul awaited
the coming of the Lord for
his final reward,

When Jesus comes His re-
ward of eternal life will he
with Him,

Commonly Asked Questions
Regarding Death

What does Paul mean by the expression
“absent from the body and present with
the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:6,8)?

In 2 Cor. 5:1-71, Paul contrasts the earthly
perishable body subject to sickness, diseases,
and death with the glorious, eternal, immortal
body which God has preparcd for us in the
heavens. The expression “absent from the
body” means absent from the mortal body with
its earthly infirmities. The expression present
with the Lord means present in the glorious
immortal body received at Jesus second com-
ing. 2 Cor. 5:4 gives us a clue when the apostle
longs for “mortality to be swallowed up of life.”
These words echo the words Paul wrote earlier
in I Cor, 15:51-54, “we shall put on incorruption
and this mortal must put on immortality.” In 2
Cor. 5 as well as 1 Cor. 15, Paul longs for the
immortality bestowed at Jesus’ Second Coming
(See also 2 Tim. 4:6-8).

If the dead are asleep, how could the
Witch of Endor bring the prophet Samuel
back from the dead to speak to King Saul
(1 Sam. 28:15)?

There are three important facts to observe
about this story:

1. God’s clear command through the entire Old
Testament period was that spiritualists be
driven out of the land of Israel and be put to
death. The word of God unmasks all spiritu-
alism as the work of demonic, satanic forces
(see Deut. 18:10-15, Isa. 47:13,14),

2. Saul had already rejected the prophet
Samuel’s eounsel. He had inquired of God
and received no answer (I Sam. 28:6). The
specific reason Saul sought out the Witch of
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Endor was because he received no answer
from the Lord. What Saul saw was not Sam-
uel. Notice carefully the Bible declares the
witch saw “gods ascending out of the earth”
verse 13, and Saul “perceived” he saw Sam-
uel. (1 Sam. 28:14). Since the “dead know not
anything” (Ecel. 9:5), Satan masquerades as
the form of dead loved ones imitating both
their forms and voices (Rev. 16:14).

3. The ultimate result of Saul’s visit to the
Witch of Endor was not repentance, confes-
sion of sin and life but despair, discourage-
ment and death (I Sam. 28:16,20,21, 31:3,
4,9,10). Deceived by Satan, he surrendered
his soul to demons.

Doesn’t Paul imply that an individual
goes directly to heaven at death by stating
that he “desires to depart and be with
Christ” and “death is gain” (Phil. 1:21,23)¢

The Bible does not contradict itself. Paul
doesn’t state one thing in one place and another
someplace else. The apostle is clear. At the
Second Coming of Jesus, the righteous dead are
resurrccted to receive their eternal reward (1
Thess. 4:16,17, 1 Cor. 15:51-54). In Phil. 3:20,21
the apostle points out that “our citizenship is in
heaven from whence also we look for the Savior
the Lord Jesus Christ who shall change our vile
body that it might be fashioned like His glorious
body.” Again his desire is the Second Coming of
our Lord. Writing to his friend, Timothy, the
apostle declares from this same Roman prison,
“I have fonght a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there
iglaid up for me a crown of righteousness which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them
also that love His appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7,8).
Puaul longed for the return of Jesus when he
would see his Lord face to face and be ushered
into eternity. Yes, death is gain! For the apostle
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3t meant freedom from the pain of aweary body,
deliverance from the bondage of a Homan
prison, and security from the temptation of
Satan. To Paul, death was a sleep with no
passage of time. The next event after closing his
evyes in the sleep of death was “to depart and be
with Christ.” Since there is no conscious pas-
sage of time from death to the Second Coming,
for Paul, death meant closing his eves in sleep
and waking up to be with his Lord.

In the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus, the rich man goes immediately to
hell and Lazarus to heaven. How do you
explain this parable if the dead arc sleep-
ing (Lk. 16:19-31)%

1t’s important to notice this is a parable. It
is the fifth in a series of parables. (the lost
sheep, Lhe lost coin, the lost boy (Lk. 15), and
the unjust steward (Lk. 16:1-11). Parables are
designed to teach great moral principles. Each
feature of the parable is not to be taken liter-
ally. For example, we do not all have wool and
dour feet like sheep. We are not metal like a
silver coin. The question in each parableis what
are the great moral lessons. We get in deep
trouble if we attempt to take each detail of the
“parable literally rather than seek the lesson
Jesus is trying to teach. Let’s assume that the
able of the rich man and Lazarus is a literal
ory. Do people actually have conversations
between heaven and hell? Can those in heaven
see people burning in hell? Can they hear their
ams? Do souls actually have fingers and
ncues as deseribed in the parable? Abraham
‘must have a large bosom to contain all the
mdividuals who go there? To take the parable
Aiterally is to create huge problems. Heaven
would be a terrible place if we beheld the con-
stent, ever present suffering of our friends.
Ty did Jesus use this story? What lessons was
He trying to teach? The Jews had a common
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story describing death as passing through a
valley of darkness picturing salvation as fleeing
to the security ol Abraham’s hosom and eternal
loss going to destruction. Jesus used this story
to Leach three lessons. First, the Jews believed
riches were a sign of God’s favor and poverty a
sign of His displeasure. In the story, the rich
man who the Jews thought was blessed of God
ends up in hell and the poor man in heaven,
Jesus reversed the expecled oulcome.

1. Riches gained by greed, dishonesty or op-
pressing the poor are not a sign of God’s
favor at all.

2. The parable describes a great gulf fixed.
Jegus elearly communicated that there is no
second chance after death. The decision
made in life determines our eternal destiny.

3. Jesus points out that if the Pharisees re-
jected the clear teachings of God's word re-
garding salvation, they would also reject
such a mighty, supernatural spectacular
miracle as one rising from the dead.

The Jews werc always asking Jesus for a
sign. He gave them the greatest sign. A short
while later, e raised Lazarus from the dead
(Jn. 17:11-14, 43,44). As the result, the Jews
became threatened and attempted to kill
Lazarus (Jn. 12:10). They also became so
angry at Jesus—they were so deceived that
they plotted to destroy Jesus as well. They
had read the Bible with a veil over their eyes.
(2 Cor. 3:14-16) They had failed to under-
stand that “all the scriptures” testify of
Jesus (Jn. 5:39). When Jesus raised Lazarus
from the dead, they did not believe. His
words in Lk. 16:31 were prophetic: “If they
hearnot Moses and the prophets neither will
they be persuaded though one rose from the
dead.” What an appeall What an urgent
warning, Scripture is our final authority.
Jesus used a popular Jewish story to illustr-

54

Questions Re: Death

ate this powerful truth, thus all the Bible
harmonizes beautifully.

What does Rev. 6:9-11 mean when it de-
seribes the souls under the alter erying
with a loud voice saying “How long, O
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge
and avenge our blood?”

Personification is a common Biblical method
of describing situations with symbolic lan-
guage. After Cain killed Abel, the Lord said to
Cain, “the voice of your brother’s blood cries to
me from the ground”(Gen. 4:1/0). Was Abel’s
blood really speaking? No! Not literally. The
language communicates God’s faithful loving,
tender concern for His martyr Abel and Cain’s
accountability for his sinful acl. According to
Heb. 12:24, “The blood of Jesus speaks better
things than that of Abel.” It communicates for-
giveness, mercy, and redemption. Cerlainly the
blood of Jesus is not literally speaking. The
language communicates God's message of re-
demption. In Rev. 6, God clearly communicates
that He has not forgotten His faithful martyrs
through the centuries. Their blood symbolically
cries out for God to bring justice upon their
persecutors and to reward the faithful ones
with eternity. In the Bible, the word soul often
means “person or people” (Rom. 13:1, Ezek.
18:4, Acts 27:37). 1t also means life (see Heb.
13:17, 1 Pet. 4:19, Matt. 10:28). Thus Rev. 6:9

~ could read, “the lives of those people martyred

for Jesus, symbolically like Abel’s blood, cry out
from the ground for justice.” There will be a

final judgment and God Himself will set all
things right!

Is the soul immortal?

The Bible uses the word “soul” approxi-
tely 1600 times and never once uses the
ression “immortal soul”. The word mortal
s subject to death. The word immortal
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means not subject to death. The Bible expressly
states “The soul that sinneth it shall die” (Ezek.
18:4). Jesus declared that both the body and the
soul could be destroyed in hell (Matt. 10:28).
Immortality is an attribute of Divimity. Only
God is naturally immortal (I Tim. 6:15,16).
Satan’s first lie in the Garden of Eden was
regarding death. The evil one stated that the
offect of disobedience was not death but life. He
said, “you shall not surely die” ( Gen. 3:4). God's
word says, “the wages of sin is death” (Rom.
§:23). Death is the absence of life. Sin brings
forth not eternal life in hell, but total, absolute,
banishment from the presence of God by anni-
hilation. The Bible is clear. Man is mortal (Job
4:17). We seek for immortality (Rom. 2:7). The
righteous receive immortality as a gift from our
lord at His Second Coming (I Cor. 15:51 -54).
Sinners receive their eternal reward as well,
“Sin when it is finished, bringeth forth death
(Jas. 1:15). The choice then is between eternal
life and eternal death.

What does Peter mean when he talks
about Christ preaching to the spirits in
prison (7 Pet. 3:19)?

To understand this text it is necessary to
read the entire passage (1 Pet. 3:18-22). Verse
18 roveals that Jesus the divine Son of God who
was put to death for our sins was “made alive”
through the power of the Holy Spirit. Verse 19
makes a transition and declares that it was by
this same Holy Spirit that Christ spoke to the
spirits in prison. When did he preach to these
spirits in prison? Who are the spirits in prison?
Verse 20 tells us! In the days of Noah, the hearts
of men and women were only evil continu ally.
They were in bondage to evil spirits. The same
Holy Spirit which raised Jesus from literal
death appealed to men and women possessed
by evil spirits who were spiritually dead in the
days of Noah to bring them to spiritual life. The
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Spirit of Christ spoke through the prophet
preaching the gospel to men and women
trapped in spiritual prisons (1 Pet. 1:10-12).
The mighty power of the Spirit opens the prison
of sin so the captives go free (Isa. 61:1). 1 Pet.
3:27 makes the illustration even clearer. The
experience of the flood is likened to baptism.
Just as the Holy Spirit raised Jesus from death
to life, just as the Holy Spirit led Noah’s family
into the ark, preserving them from death and
leading them to life, so the Holy Spirit works
awakening spiritual life, convicting men and
women of sin, providing power for a changed
life and leading them through the waters of
baptism. In Noah's day, the Spirit led men and
women from death to life. Today the Spirit
delivers men and women from Spiritual prisons
leading them from death to life—all because of
the mighty power of the resurrected Christ.

What does the Bible teach about re-in-
carnation?

Re-incarnation is based upon two premises,
neither of which are true, First: human beings
purify themselves through their own righleous
acts. Second: There is an immortal soul which
survives bodily death. The Bible teaches that
salvation is through faith in Christ.(Eph. 2:8,
Rom. 3:24-31) Death is a sleep until the glorious
regurrection (1 Thess. 4:15,16, 1 Cor. 15:51,54).

" There is no second chance after death (Heb.

9:27). Now is the time for salvation (2 Cor. 6:2).
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Millennium (1000 Years of Peace)

Jh. 14:1-3
Acts 1:9-11

1 Thess, 4:16,17

Jn. 5:28,29

2 Thess, 1.8

Rev, 19:11-21

Rev. 20:1,2

2 Pet. 2:4

Rev. 20:1

Jer. 4:23-27

Jer. 25:33

Jesus’ promise to return.

This same Jesus which you
have seen go into heaven
shall so come in like man-
ner.

The righteous dead will be
resurrected and along with
the righteous living ascend
to meet Jesus in the sky.

There will be two resurrec-
tions, the resurrection of life
and the resurrection of
damnation.

The wicked will be de-
stroyed when Jesus returns.

As conquering King leading
the armies of heaven Jesus
will redeem His people. The
wicked or unrighteous will
be destroyed by the bright-
ness of His glory.

Satan will be bound for 1000
years.

The chains are chains of
darkness. Satanis bound on
a desolate earth with no one
to tempt.

The Greek word for bottom-
less pit is “without form and
void.” (See also Gen. 1:2.)

The earth is desolate (with-

out form and void) with no
one inhabiting it.

The slain of the Lord shall
not be buried.

Reuv. 20:4

1 Cor. 6:2

Rev. 20:5

Rev. 20:7

Rev. 20:9

Rev. 21:1-3

Millennium (1000 Years of Peace)

The righteous dwell with
God in heaven for 1000
years. Sitting on thrones,
they participate in Judg-
ment.

The saints shall judge the
world.

(First part) The resurrec-
tion of the wicked to receive
their final reward occurs
after the 1000 years.

Satan is loosed out of his
prison to lead the resur-
rected wicked in a final at-
tack against God.

Satan and his evil hosts are

finally, completely de-
stroyed.

God creates a beautiful new
world.
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A Commonly Asked Question
Regarding the Millennium

When Jesus returns, won’t He establish
His kingdom on earth for 1000 years? I
have always thought there will be people
alive during 1000 years of peace on earth
during the millennium.

IndJn. 14:1-3, Jesus states that He is prepar-
ing a place for us and will come to take us where
He is. 1 Thess. 4:16,17 reveals we shall be
caught up to meet Him in the sky. Matt. 16:27
declares that Jesus will come with the glory of
the angels to give His eternal rewards. 2 Thess.
1:7,8 adds when Jesus comes with His angels,
He shall come in flaming vengeance and de-
struction upon the wicked. According to Jer.
25:33, the slain of the Lord will be from one end
of the earth to another with no one to bury
them. Jer. 4:23-27 concludes that “no man”
lives on this desolate earth during the 1000
vears. Rev. 20:1,2 adds that Satan is bound by
a chain of circumstances in the “bottomless pit”
or abyss. The Greek word abussos is the same
word used in the Greek translation of the He-
brew Old Testament for “without form and
void.” In Gen. 1:2, when God spoke the world
into existence, it was without form and void, a
darkened, desolate, abyss of nothingness until
God immediately separated the dry land, and
then created a new world full of life. Again the
earth will be reduced to nothingness. Sin will
be destroyed. Out of the abyss of the old world,
God will create a marvelously beautiful new
world (2 Pet. 3:13, Rev. 21:1-5).
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Heaven

Jn. 14:1-3
2 Pet. 3:10-13

Matt. 5:5

Rev. 21:1-5

Isa. 45:18

Mic. 4:8

Phil. 3:21

Isa. 35:3-6

Isa. 65:17

Isa. 65:21-23

Isa. 65:25

Matt. 8:11

Heaven is a real place.

Our Lord has promised to
create a new heavens and a
new earth.

The meek shall inherit the
earth.

The Holy City, New Jerusa-
lem will descend from God
out of heaven.

God created this world to be
inhabited.

The first or original domin-
ion will be restored to the
human race.

God will give us glorious im-
mortal bodies (1 Cor: 15:51-
54).

All physical deformities will
be cured. (The eyes of the
blind will be opened, the
ears of the deaf unstopped
and the crippled healed.)

God will create a new heav-
ens and a new earth.

“They shall build houses
and inhabit them. They
shall plant vineyards and
eat the fruit of them.”

The wolf and lamb shall
feed together. God’s new
kingdom will be one of tran-
quil peace.

We shall fellowship with
Abraham, Isaae, Jacob, and
the greatest minds of the
ages forever.

61



Heaven

Rev. 21:3

Rev. 22:3,4

Rev. 21:16,17

Rev. 21:18-21

Rev. 21:7,8

Rev. 22:17
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God Himself shall be with
us and be our God.

We shall lovingly serve our
(God forever and enjoy the
closest fellowship with Him.

God’s new city is 12,000 fur-
longs or 1500 miles square
with wall 144 cubits or 216
feet high.

This spectacular city has
walls whose foundations are
magnificent gems, streets of
gold and gates of pearl.

Lists the entry require-
ments for the city.

And the Spirit and the Bride
say come.

The Destruction of the Wicked

der. 31:3

2 Pet. 3:9

Heb. 12:29

Mal. 4:1-3

Ps. 37:10
Ps. 37:20

Ps. 37:36

Matt. 25:46

Jude 7

2 Pet. 2:6

Matt. 3:11,12

Jer. 17:19-27

God’s character is one of
love.

God is not willing that any
should perish.

Our God is a consuming fire.
To sin, wherever found, God
is a consuming fire.

Sinners will ultimately be
burned up or turned to
ashes.

The wicked shall not be.

The wicked shall perish,
they shall consume away.

The wicked will not be
found.

The punishment will be ev-
erlasting. Note the text does
not say “everlasting pun-
ishing”. It is a single pun-
ishment whose effect lasts
forever.

Sodom and Gomorrah are
examples of everlasting
punishment and eternal
fire. These cities lie in ruins
today underneath a portion
of the Dead Sea.

The cities of Sodom and Go-
morrah are turned into
ashes.

The fire cannot be quenched
or put out until it completes
its work of totally eradicat-
ing sin from the universe.

Jerusalem was destroyed by
an unquenchable fire which
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The Destruction of the Wicked

human hands could not put
out. It completed its work of
totally destroying Jerusa-
lem, yet Jerusalem is not
burning today.

The wicked shall be de-
stroyed forever. Forever
does not always mean end-
Jess existence butis literally
translated “until the end of
the age.”

Rev. 20:10

A slave shall serve his mas-
ter forever or as long as he
lives.

Ex. 21:6

1 Sam. 1:22,28 Hannah presented Samuel
before the Lord forever or

for as long as he would live.

2 Pet. 24 The evil angels and all the
wicked are reserved unto
judgment. Hell is not burn-
ing now.

Rev. 20:9 Fire comes down from God

out of heaven and devours
the wicked. Tney are com-
pletely destroyed.

Satan himself will be con-
sumed to ashes.

Ezek. 28:17,18

Isaq. 47:14 The fire will burn itself out
and there will not even be a
coal to warm at.

0b. 16 The wicked shall be as they
had not been.

2 Pet. 3:12,13 The old world shall be dis-
solved but God shall create
a new heavens and earth.
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Commonly Asked Questions

Regarding the Destruction of the
Wicked

Is Hell a hot spot burning in the center
of the earth now?

According to the Bible, the final destruction
of the wicked comes at the end of time. The
wicked are reserved unto judgement (2 Pel.
2:4). Our God is a consuming fire to sin wher-
ever found (Heb. 12:29). The fires of Hell origi-
nate from heaven at the end of time not some
hot spotin the earth (Rev. 20:9). The wicked will
be totally consumed. They shall be cut off from
the earth (see Prov. 10:25, Ps. 37:10,11,20,34,
38). They shall be consumed to ashes (Mal.
4:1,3). This final destruction will occur after the
thousand year millennium (Rev. 20:5) at the
resurrection of damnation (Jn. 5:28,29).

What about the texts which declare the
wicked will burn forever (like Rev. 20:10)?

Forever in the Bible can be literally trans-
lated “until the end of the age” or as long as he
shall live. The wicked are consumed, burned
up, turned to ashes (Mal. 4:1,3). The old age of
sin and death ends. God ushers in a new age.
(see Rev. 21:1-4). God creates a new heavens
and new earth with no more crying, death,
sickness or pain. In the Old Testament, a slave
was to serve his master forever (Ex. 21:6). Han-
nah brought her son Samuel to the temple
forever (1 Sam. 1:22). In both these instances
the time period was as long as they lived. 1
Sam. 1:28 clearly states, “as long as he lives he
shall be lent to the Lord.” Jonah even uses the
expression “forever” to describe his experience
in the belly of the whale (see Jon. 2:6). Forever
was a limited, not an unending time. It was as
long as the Lord decreed, until the end of the
age or as long as Jonah could live in that envi-
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The Destruction of the Wicked

ronment. The punishment of the wicked will be
everlasting (Matt. 25:46). They will be con-
sumed. Burned to ashes, they will be gone for-
ever. It is not everlasting “punishing” or a
continued state of torment. The idea of an eter-
nally burning hell would make God a cosmic
monster, delighting in destroying His crea-
tures. A loving God must blot sin out of the
universe or it will destroy the entire planet.
Like a cancer surgeon, He must cut out the
disease, however painful.

What about the expression “eternal
fire?”

Sodom and Gomorrah, two ancient cities,
filled with sin were consumed with fire from
heaven. The Bible states that they were burned
with an eternal fire (Jude 7). They are not
burning today. These two cities are in ruins
under the Dead Sea. According to 2 Pet. 2.6,
they were turned into ashes. An eternal fire is
one whose effects are eternal, one which totally
consumes forever.

Doesn’t the Bible speak about the fire
which ecannot “be quenched” (MEk. 9:43,
48)?

The fire which cannot be quenched is
one which no human hands can put out.
It utterly, totally consumes. As a result of
the Jews disobedience, Jerusalem was de-
stroyed by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C.
The city was burned with an unquench-
able fire. You may read the prophecy of
this destruction in Jer. 17:27. “The fire
consuming dJerusalem shall not be
quenched.” Yet Jerusalem is not burning
today. The fire has done a complete work.
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The Mark of the Beast

A beast rises out of the sea
like a lion, bear, leopard,
and dragon.

Rev. 13:1,2

Dan. 7:17 Abeast represents a king or
kingdom—a ruling power,

civil or religious.

Rev. 17:15 The sea represent peo-
ples, nations, or language
groups.

The lion, bear, leopard, and
dragon represent Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece and
Rome.

Dan. 7:1-9

Rev, 13:2 The dragon or Pagan Rome
gives this new power its
authority. Papal Rome re-
ceived its authority from

Pagan Rome.

Rev. 13:5 The beast power speaks

blasphemy.

Lk. 5:21 If any human being claims
he has the power to forgive
sins, he commits blas-
phemy:.

Jn. 10:33 The Bible defines blas-
phemy as man making
himself equal to God. The
pope has claimed to be God
on earth.

Rev. 13:5 The beast power reigns su-

preme 42 months.

Rev. 12:6,14 The time, time and a half
time equal 1260 days or 42
months. During this period,
God’s people are in the wil-
derness of hiding.
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The Mark of the Beast

Ezek. 4:6

Num. 14:34

Dan. 7:25

Rev, 13:18
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I have appointed thee each
day for a year.

One day for a year (Gen.
29:27).

The Papal power which
changed God’s law would
reign supreme for 1260 pro-
phetic days or 1260 literal
years. In538 A.D. the pagan
Roman empire granted the
pope of Rome civil and reli-
gious authority over the em-
pire. Exactly 1260 years
later,in 1798 A.D., Berthier,
a French General on orders
from Napoleon, took the
Pope captive,

The number of the beast is
the number of a man. His
number is 666. In Bible
prophecy 6 equals an error
or imperfection where 7
equals perfection or com-
pleteness. A triple of six
equals the great trinity of
error: the dragon, the beast,
and the false prophet.

Here is Satan’s false trinity.
The number 666 is closely
associated with the most ex-
alted title of the papacy.
Vicarius Filii Dei—means

Vicar the Son of God.

V=5 F=0 D= 500

I=1 I=1 E=0
=100 L=50 I=1

A=0 I=1 501

R=0 I=1

I=1 53

U=5

S=0

112

112 + 53 + 501 = 666

Dan. 3:1

Dan. 3:3,4

Dan. 3:14

Rev. 13:13-17

Rev. 14:7
Rev. 14:9-11

Reuv. 14:12

Rom. 6:16

MEk. 7:9

Jn. 14:15

Ps. 91

The Martk of the Beast

Nebuchadnezzer estab-
lishes a counterfeit image
with dimensions of 60 and 6.

The entire kingdom is sum-
moned to accept this coun-
terfeit worship.

The central issue in this
time of trouble for God’s
faithful followers is true
and false worship.

A counterfeit image will be
established again, a false
standard of truth will be ex-
alted. The central issue will
be obedience to God and
true versus false worship.
An economic boycott, then a
death decree will be passed.

Calls us to true worship of
the Creator on the Sabbath.

. Calls us to avoid the coun-

terfeit Sabbath on Sunday.

Calls us to keep God’s com-
mandments as a sign of
loyalty to Him.

The issue is more than a
matter of days, it is a mat-
ter of masters. Where is our
loyalty?

The issue centers around
the commandments of men
and the commandments of
God.

Jesus invites us to lovingly

obey Him.

He promises to shelter us in
the time of trouble,
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Commonly Asked Questions
Regarding Catholicism

Was Peter the first Pope? What did
Jesus mean when He said to Peter, “upon
this rock I will build my church” (Mattf.
16:13-19)¢

Cesarea Philippi was a center of Greek phi-
losophy, Roman logic. and Jewish traditional
religion. Jesus set Himself against the back
drop of the world’s great religious and philo-
sophical systems asking, “Who do men say that
Tam?” After they answered, “John the Baptist,
Elijah, Jeremiah,” He asks, “Who do you say
that I am?” Jesus longed to deepen their faith.
He desired to draw out a messianic confession.
Peter instantly responds, “You are Christ, the
Son of the living God.” This thought could be
inspired only by the Holy Spirit. Jesus affirms
Peter’s faith by declaring, “Thou art Petros (a
moveable stone) but upon this rock (this im-
movable foundation—that I am the Christ) I
will build my church and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.” The church is built upon
Jesus Christ. He is the cornerstone rejected by
the builders (I Pet. 2:4-8). Peter clearly under-
stood the rock was Jesus. Paul clarifies the
issue in I Cor. 10:4 by proclaiming “That rock
was Christ.” David declares, “Truly my soul
waiteth upon God, from Him cometh my salva-
tion. He only is my rock and salvation (Ps.
62:1,2). There is no other foundation (I Cor.
3:11) except Jesus. The gates of hell will never
triumph over His church. Peter denied His Lord
three times. He attempted to keep Jesus from
going to Jerusalem. The courageous disciple
misunderstood Jesus' mission. Jesus said, "Get
thee behind me Satan” (meaning Satan was
influencing him). No, the church was not built
upon Peter’s weakness, but upon Jesus’
strengths. Peter discovered the marvelous
truth for himself. Jesus became the source of
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his strength, the center of his life and the foun-
dation upon which he stood.

What are the “keys of the kingdom”
which Jesus gave Peter and the rest of the
disciples (Matt. 16:19)?

Keys open and shut doors. Jesus said, “I am
the door. No man comes to the Father but by
me” (Jn. 14:6). There is no other name under
heaven whereby men may be saved (Acts 4:12).
All the seriptures testify of Jesus (J/n. 5:39). The
scribes and Pharisees took away the “key of
knowledge” regarding the Messiah (Lk. 11:52).
They shut up heaven. The “keys” Jesus gave to
Peter were His own words, His teachings, re-
garding how man and women eould have for-
giveness for sin, freedom from condemnation,
and peace through His shed blood and death on
Calvary’s cross. Aknowledge of Jesus the prom-
ised Messiah opens heaven (Isa. 22:22).

Is it possible for Satan to work mira-
cles?

Yes, it is! In Rev. 13:14, John describes, “the
spirits of demons working miracles.” According
to Rev. 16:14, and Rev. 19:20, thousands will
receive the mark of the beast because they have
accepted Satan’s false miracles. Paul warns us
in 2 Thess. 2:9-11 that Satan will work with all
power, signs, and lying wonders. The apostle
gives us a clue why man will be deceived. He
says, “They received not the love of the truth.”
The only safety against deception is knowing
Jesus, the author of truth and knowing the
truth He authored. Isa. 8:20 reveals this pene-
trating insight, “to the law and the testimony if
they speak not according to His word, it is
because there is no light in them.” Matt. 7:21
describes many coming to Jesus at the end
declaring to have worked miracles in His name.
Yet the Savior says, “I never knew you (even
when in His name they were working miracles)
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Questions Re: Catholicism

depart from me, ye that work “iniquity.” The
word iniquity is the same word in I Jn. 34
when John says, “sin is the transgression of
God’s law or lawlessness.” If miracles lead to a
disregard of the laws of health which God has
placed in every nerve and tissue in our bodies
or if they lead to a disregard of His moral law,
the Ten Commandments, the power behind
them is not from God.

What does the Bible teach regarding
the virgin Mary?

One of the great truths of scripture is Jesus
the divine Son of God was born of a virgin.
Isaiah the prophet predicted it over 600 years
in advance (Isa. 7:14). The angel Gabriel ap-
peared to Joseph to explain the significance of
Mary’s pregnancy. The angel astonished Jo-
seph by saying, “But thou shalt eall His name
Jesus for He shall save His people from their
sins” (Matt. 1:21). “That which is conceived in
her is of the Holy Ghost” (verse 20). Truly Paul
was correct when he wrote, “great is the mys-
tery of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh”
(1 Tim. 3:16). The Bible does not teach Mary
was sinless (Rom. 2:23). It does teach she was
a godly, righteous woman. It does not teach she
should be worshipped. Worship belongs to God
alone (Rev. 14:7). When John fell at the feet of
a heavenly angel to worship, the angel emphat-
ically told him not to do it and instructed, “wor-
ship God” (Rev. 19:10). The best way we can
honor Mary is by following the instructions she
gave at the wedding feast of Cana of Galilee.
And His mother saith unto them, “Whatever He
saith unto you do it” (Jn. 2:5). We honor Mary
by being obedient to Jesus.
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True Church

Rev. 14:6-12

Rev, 14:6

Rev. 14:6

Reuv. 14:7

Rev. 14:7

Rev. 14:7

Rev. 4:11

Ex. 20:8-11

Gen. 2:1-3

Rev. 14:12

The message of God’s true
church in earth’s last hour.

{first part) Gods true
church preaches the gospel
(see Eph. 2:8, 1 Jn. 1:7, Jn.
1:12),

(last part) Gods true
church is a world wide, in-
ternational, mission move-
ment (Matt. 28:19,20, Mk.
16:15).

(first part) God's true
church calls men and
women to give glory to God
in their lifestyle

(see 1 Cor. 6:19,20; 10:31).

(middle) God’s true church
announces “The hour of
God’s judgment is come (see
Matt. 12:33,37, Acts 24:25,
Dan. 7:9-14).

(last part) God’s true church
calls all humanity to wor-
ship the Creator.

The very basis of worship is
the fact that God made us.

The symbol of creation is
the Sabbath.

God’s true church leads us
back to the Edenic life of
keeping God’s command-
ments.

God’s true church leads
men and women to faith in
Jesus and obedience to His
law.
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True Church
Rev. 14:8

Rev. 14:9-11

Jn. 10:16

Rev. 22:17
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God’s true church warns
against the false doctrines
and errors of spiritual Bab-
ylon.

God’s true church teaches
the truth about death (see
also Jn. 11:11-14, Eccl. 9:5,
Ps. 146:3,4).

Jesus, the true shep-
herd,calls men and women
to follow Him and become
part of His true movement.

The Spirit and Bride say
“come.”  Through  His
mighty all powerful spirit
and His Christ-centered,
truth-teaching church,
Jesus appeals to us to be-
~ome part of His people.

Spiritual Babylon/Revelation 17

Rev. 17:1-5

Dan. 8:12
Eph. 5:31-33
Jer. 6:2

Isa. 51:16
Rev. 12:1-3

Rev. 17:1,2

Rev. 17:4

Rev. 17:5

Gen. 11:9

Dan. 4:30

God’s description of a spiri-
tual apostate system com-
promising the truth.

The truth cast to the
ground.

The Bride of Jesus repre-
sents His church.

The daughter of Zion is like
a beautiful woman.

Zion, thou art my people.

A beautiful woman appear-
ing in heaven represents
the New Testament Chris-
tian church.

The harlot of Rev. 17 repre-
sents the fallen church.

The colors of this fallen,
apostate church system are
purple and scarlet, the very
colors of the Roman church.
Her headquarters are situ-
ated on the City of Seven
Hills or Rome (verse 9).

This apostate system is a
revival of Old Testament
Babylon.

Babylon represents confu-
sion. Here God confused the
languages. Spiritual Baby-
lonrepresents religious con-
fusion.

Babylon is a man-made
system based on human tra-
dition and achievement
(Isa. 45:22).
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Spiritual Eabylon [ Revelation 17

Jer. 51:47

Ex 20:4,5

Ezek. 8:14

Ecel. 9:5
Ps. 115:17
Ezek. 8:16

Kzek. 20:12,20
Rev. 17:12-14

Rev. 18:1

Rev. 18:2-4

1dn. 3:4

Rev. 14:12
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Ancient Babylon filled her
temple with idols and so will
spiritual Babylon.

Thou shalt not make any
graven images.

Woman weeping for Tam-
muz god of vegetation. An-
cestor worship or “saint”
worship common in Baby-
lon.

The dead know not any-
thing.

The dead praise not the
Lord.

Sun worship enters God’s
temple.

The Sabbath is God’s sign.

Spiritual Babylon will at-
tempt to unite mankind,
setting up an earthly king-
dom of God to enforce a com-
mon day of worship.

The earth will be lightened
with God’s glory in time of
spiritual erisis.

God’s final call to come out
of Babylon.

Sin is the transgression or
violation of God’s law. God’s
final call is for His people
still in churches breaking
His law to leave and be-
come part of His Sabbath-
keeping people.

“Here are they which keep
the commandments of God”
and have the faith of Jesus.

Gift of Prophecy

Amos 3:7 God reveals Himself
through His prophets.

Num. 12:6 Visions and dreams are one
way God communicates His
will.

Rev. 12:17 The dragon makes war with
the remnant who keep God’s
commandments and have
the testimony of Jesus.

Rev. 19:10 The testimony of Jesus is
the gift of propheey.

Rev. 22:6,9 The angel appearing to

Eph. 4:8,11-15

1Cor. 1:4-7

1dJn. 4:1

John was the angel of
prophecy. That same angel
appears in the last days.

One of Jesus’ gifts is the gift
of prophecy. This gift re-
mains in the church until
the end.

The church waiting for
Jesus’ coming will come be-
hind in no gift.

The Bible invites us to “test
the spirits.” Each prophetic
manifestation must meet
the Bible tests of a true
prophet (Matt. 24:5, 11,24).

Test of a True Prophet

Deut. 13:1-4

Jer. 28:8,9

Isa. 8:19,20

True prophets always lead
to obedience to God’s will.

The prophecies of true
prophets, when they are not
conditional, always come to
pass.

To the law and the testi-
mony, if they speak not ac-
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Gift of Prophecy

Ezek. 7:26

1dn. 4:1-3

Dan. 10:17

Matt. 7:15-16

2 Chron. 20:20

1 Cor. 12:27,28

cording to this word, thereis
no light in them:.

When they disobey the law,
God removes the vision.

True prophets place empha-
sis on the centrality of Jesus
Christ.

In vision, a true prophet
does not breathe.

The fruits of prophets’ lives
reveal their divine creden-
tials.

Believe His prophets so
shall ye prosper.

God places true prophets in
His church keeping His
commandments to guide it
through crises. Just as He
sent John the Baptist to His
people to prepare them for
the first coming of Jesus, He
promises that His last-day
commandment keeping
church would be blessed by
the Gift of Prophecy.

Seventh-day Adventists believe that the
genuine gift of prophecy was manifest in the
church through the writings of Ellen G.
White. Her writings do not in any way take
the place of the Bible. They are a fulfillment
of Revy. 12:17 which declares the Gift of
Prophecy will be manifest in God’s last day
church. Her writings pass the critical Bibli-
cal tests of a true prophet.
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Baptism

Matt. 28:19,20

Mk. 16:16

Jn. 3:5

Eph. 4:5
Matt. 3:13-17
Jn. 3:23

MkE. 1:9,10

Acts 8:38

Col. 2:12

Rom. 6:3-6

Acts 2:38
Mk. 16:16

Acts 2:41,42

Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost.

He that believes and is bap-
tized shall be saved.

Except a man be born of
water and the spirit, he can-
not see the Kingdom of God.

One Lord, one faith, one
baptism.

Jesus was baptized as an
adult in Jordan.

Biblical baptism

much water.

takes

Jesus wentinto and“came
up” out of the water. He was
fully immersed.

Both Philip and the eunuch
entered the water. Philip
baptized the eunuch by im-
mersion.

Buried with Christ through
baptism.

Baptism, a symbol of the
resurrection, represents
death and burial of the old
life and emergence to new
life in Jesus.

“Repent and be baptized.”

Whoever believes and is
baptized shall be saved.

They that gladly received
His word were baptized.
They continued steadfastly
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Baptism

1Cor. 12:13

Matt. 28:19,20

Acts 22:16
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in the apostles’ doctrine—
instruction (see also Muatt.
28:19,20).

Baptism is into the body or
(church) (See also Acis
2:46,47).

Jesus gave authority to bap-
tize only to His disciples
who taught each aspect of
truth as He commanded it.
He commissioned His dis-
ciples teaching all of His
commands to baptize. As
the Holy Spirit impresses
you to be baptized, seek a
Sabbath-keeping  church
teaching all Jesus has com-
manded.

Arise and be baptized and
wash away your sins.

Tithe or Christian Stewardship

Deut. 8:18

Ps. 24:1

Hag. 2:8

Mal. 3:8-11

Prov 3:9,10

Mauatt. 6:33

Gen. 14:20

Lev. 27:32
Matt. 23:23

2 Cor. 9:7

1 Cor. 9:13,14

I Tim. 5:18

Prov. 11:24,25

God grants to each the abil-
ity to get wealth.

The earth is the Lord’s.
The silver and gold is God’s.

Will a manrob God? Ye have
robbed me in tithes and of-
ferings. Bring all the tithes

to the storehouse. Prove me,
said God.

If we honor God first, He
will pour out heaven’s rich-
est blessings.

Seek ye first the kingdom of
God and all things will be
added unto you.

“Blessed be the most high
God and he gave him tithes
of all.” Abraham pays tithe
to Melchizedek, a type of
Jesus.

A tithe equals a tenth.

In discussing tithe, Jesus
said, “This ye ought to have
done” but He condemned
the Pharisees for neglecting
mercy, justice, and compas-
sion.

God loveth a cheerful giver.

They which preach the gos-
pel should live of the gospel.

The laborer is worthy of his
hire.

The heart which freely gives
will be constantly blessed
with more by our Lord.
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Tithe or Christian Stewardship
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Deut. 14:22

Jn. 13:17

God’s counsel for Christian
finance “Thou shalt truly
tithe” applies today as in the
days of ancient Israel.

If you know these things,

happy are you if you do
them,

Christian Standards

2 Cor. 5:20
Isa. 62:10

1dn. 2:15-17

Rom. 12:1,2

Phil. 4:7.8

2 Cor. 3:18
Ps. 11:5
Ps, 11937
Phil. 2:5

1Tim. 2:9,10

1 Pet. 3:2-5

Gen. 35:2-4

Ambassadors for Christ.

Lift up a standard for the
people.

Love not the world for the
world passes away.

Daon't let the world squeeze
you into its mold (Phillips).
Be not conformed to the
world but be transformed
by the renewing of your
mind (K..J.V.).

Whatsoever is pure, lovely,
honest, just, of good report,
think on these things.

By beholding we become
changed.

He who loves violence dis-
pleases God.

Turn thou mine eyes from
seeing vanity.

TLet this mind be in you
which was in Christ Jesus.

Woman dress modestly, and
decently, in suitable cloth-
ing, refraining from gold,
pearls or expensive clothes,
but with good works.

The true ornaments are not
outward ornaments, but the
adornment of the heart.

Jacob at Bethel meets God
in revival and commands
his household to remove
their jewelry and destroy
their idols.
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Christian Standards
Ex. 33:3-6

Isa. 3:16-24

Hos. 2:13

Rev. 17:1-5

Isa. 61:1-3

Jn. 8:29

Jn. 13:17

Ps. 40:8
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As the children of Israel
enter the promised land
they remove their orna-
ments,

God reveals His displeasure
when His people artificially
adorn themselves and lack
character beauty.

Jewelry is associated with
idolatry and forgetting God.

The false church is pictured
by God as being decked out
with jewels. She has left her
true lover Jesus Christ.

Jesus gives to us true
beauty. He clothes us with
the garments of salvation,
granting us the jewels of
peace, joy, forgiveness, free-

dom from condemnation
and happiness within (see
Isa. 61:10).

I do always those things
which please Him.
Happiness comes from
knowing and doing God’s
will.

I delight to do thy will, my
God!

he Holy Spirit

Jn. 16:8

Matt. 28:19,20
Eph. 4:30

Gen. 6:3

Rom. 8:26

Rom. 8:27
Rom. 8:16

Gal. 5:22-26

FEzek. 36:26,27

Gen. 1:2

Rom. 8:11

Jesus declares that the Holy
Spirit is a divine person by
calling the Spirit “Him,” not
“it.”

The Holy Spirit convicts of
gin.

The Holy Spiritis part ofthe
Godhead.

The Holy Spirit can be
grieved.

The Holy Spirit “strives”
with us, leading us to do
right.

The Holy Spirit intercedes
for us.

The Spirit has a mind.

The Spirit bears witness
that we are children of God.

The Holy Spirit produces
His fruits in our lives.

The Holy Spirit works a
transformation of charac-
ter, giving us a new heart.

The Spirit participated with
the Father and Son in cre-
ation and He participates in
re-creation.

We need not fear death for
Jesus, through the power of
the Holy Spirit, will resur-
rect His faithful people.

The Holy Spirit guides us
into all truth.

The Holy Spirit is God’s
teacher.
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The Holy Spirit
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Matt. 12:31,32

Rom. 8:14

To fully reject the convict-
ing, converting, instructing
power of the Holy Spirit con-
tinually is to everlastingly
commit the unpardonable
sin.

A Commonly Asked Question
Regarding the Holy Spirit

What does the Bible teach about
tongues?
As we allow the Holy Spirit

to lead us, we hecome sons
and daughters of God.

The following points should be carefully
noted when considering the gift of tongues.

1. In Acts 2, tongues was a real language used
to break the language barrier, communicate
the gospel and authenticate truth (Acts 2:4-
8).

2. The word “glossalalia” means languages (see
Rev. 14:6).

3. There are only three mentions of tongues in
Acts (Acts 2,10,19). In each instance, people
of other language groups are present.

a. In Acts 2 tongues are a real language
(verses 8,11)

b. In Acts 10, Cornelius and his household
upon accepting Jesus spoke with tongues.
Peter was a Jew, Cornelius was a Greek.
Cornelius gpoke in a real language which
Peter understood. This confirmed in
Peter's mind the reality of Cornelius’ con-
version. (Acts 11:17 says it was the same
gift the disciples received.)

¢. Paul, the international apostle, witnessed
tongues in Ephesus (Acts 19). Every time
the Bible mentions tongues in Acts there
is more than one language group present.

"4 The Corinthian church was Paul’s problem
church. It was often involved in strife and
conflict. In Corinth, Paul attempted to con-
trol the abuse of the genuine gift. He set
forth the following guidelines:

a. Only one person should speak at a time
(1 Cor. 14:27).
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Questions Re: The Holy Spirit

5.

6.
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b. There should always be an interpreter (7
Cor. 14:28).

c. At most, two or three should speak in a

single service (1 Cor. 14:27).

d. The speaker understands and is in control
of what is being said (1 Cor. 14:32).

e. God is not the author of confusion (I Cor.
14:33).

P{iul’s appeal was for intelligent communica-
tion (1 Cor. 14:9, 19).

Since the Holy Spirit interprets our prayers
into the language of heaven, interceding for
us at God’s throne, it is unnecessary to speak

a language we do not understand. (Rom.
8:26)

- Since the highest faculty God has given us is

our mind, it is dangerous to allow any power
to control our mind. The mind is the seat of
mntelligence. It is with the mind that we
worship God. Any form of worship which by
passes the mind can become emotional ma-
nipulation (Phil. 2:5).

- Tongues is only one of the spiritual gifts. It

is not the sign of the infilling of the Holy
Spirit—witnessingis (Acts 1:6-8)! Not every-
one will receive the gift of tongues (real lan-
guage) to preach the gospel. When it is
needed to further God’s work, He will give it
(1 Cor. 12:6-11,18.29,30,.

The Bible’s Longest and
Most Amazing Prophecy

Dan. 7, 8, and 9

Dan. 7:9, 10

Dan. 8:14

Lev, 16:29, 30

Dan. 8:16, 17, 19

Dan. 8:16

. Dan. 8:27

Dan. 9:21-23

Num,. 14:34

Dan. 9:25

ke 3:21, 22

The prophecies of Daniel
help to unlock the myster-
ies of Revelation. Daniel
shares the details of the
judgment.

Where does the judgment
take place?

Now that we know there will
be a judgment, when will
this take place?

The book of Leviticus will
help us to understand what
the cleansing of the sanctu-

ary means. (Lev. 23:27-29.)

This then is when Daniel’s
vision literally took place.

Who explained this vision to
Daniel?

Why was Gabriel’s mission
delayed?

Gabriel returns to explain
Daniel’s vision.

The key to biblical prophecy
is the day for a year prin-
ciple. (Ezekiel 4:6.)

This is the beginning date
for both the 490 years and
the 2,300 years.

God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and power. (Acts
10:38.)
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The Bible's Longest . . . Prophecy

Dan. 9:27 This text gives you the ex-

act date of Jesus’ death.

Matt. 27:51 The veil was torn from top

to bottom when Jesus died.

Note: T{ze first portion of the prophecy—or the 70
prophetic weeks p_ertainmg to the Jews—ran out in
A.D. 34. The remaining 1810 years concluded in 1844,

- — — —490YEARS— - - _|_ -~ 1810 YEARS = o~

457B.C. AD.27 AD.31 AD.34

A.D. 1844
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- Acts 24:25

The Time of the Beast:
Revelation for Today

Reuv. 14:6-12

Jesus reveals His special
message to prepare His
people for earth’s last hour.
The gospel goes to all the
world.

John 3:16 The gospel is the good news

of Christ’s saving grace.

Acts 4:12 The gospel reveals that sal-
vation comes only through

our loving Lord.

God’s theme for mankind is
that His judgment HAS
come.

Rev. 14:7

Rev. 14:6 God’s special message for

planet earth.

Rev. 14:7 To what particular time pe-
riod does this message draw

attention?

What did Jesus and the
apostle Paul declare regard-
ing the time of judgment?

Paul declared that the judg-
ment was yet future in his
day.

Matt. 12:36

. 22:11 There will only be two

classes when Jesus comes.

. 14:7 Calls us to worship our
Creator.

. 14:8 The second angel delivers a
solemn announcement.

. 184 Calls His people out of
Babylon.
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The Time of the Beast: . . .

Rev. 14:9-11

Rev. 14:12

Rev. 19:11-16

Rev. 22:14

Dan. 7:7-10

Rev. 14:17

Heb. 4:14-16

Heb. 7:25
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The third angel’s message
deals with what warning?

Describes Jesus’ faithful fol-
lowers.

Describes the climax of the
ages in the return of Christ
to deliver His faithful fol-
lowers.

If, when Jesus comes, His
reward is with Him, there
must of necessity be a judg-
ment beforehand to deter-
mine who receive what.

In prophetic vision, Daniel
saw this judgment occurring
in Heaven.

God’s final message of warn-
ing to this planet clearly re-
veals that we are now living
in the judgment.

Our Lord invites us to find
forgiveness and mercy at
His throne now so we will
be prepared for His final
judgment.

e-J esus offers to represent us
in the judgment.

How to Identify a Cult

Matt. 24:24

John 8:32

Ps. 146:3

Isa. 45:22

Mark 7:7

Josh. 24:15

Cor. 7:13, 14

ess. 2:10-12

Jesus warns us of false
teachers and prophets.

Truth in and through Jesus
sets us free.

Identifying feature #1

Cults usually have a single,
powerful human leader who
becomes the cult’s messiah.

Jesus is the sole source of
our salvation.

Identifving feature #2

The cult leader’s word, or his
teachings, become absolute
truth.

Identifying feature #3

Each cult uses “pressure”
tactics to coerce its members
into submission (Rev. 22:17).

Identifying feature #4

Tach cult denies the central
truth of the gospel that
Jesus is the divine Son of
God (Eph. 2:8).

Identifying feature #5

Cults often urge their “con-
verts” to leave their families
(Matt. 10:38; Eph. 5:22,23).

Many will be deceived be-
cause they did not receive
the truth.
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How to Identify a Cult

~John 14:6

John 12:35
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Jesus is the Way, the Truth,
and the Life. When we dis-
cover the way of salvation,
He leads us into His truth

so we can discover His way
of life.

Qur only safety is to walk in
the light of His Word as He
reveals it (Ps. 119:105).

bl

Why So Many Denominations?

1Tim. 3:16

John 17:17

Rev. 6:1-7

Dan. 8:12

2 Thess. 2:3-7

Jude 3

Rev. 14:6, 7

The apostle Paul defines
God’s church as the pillar
and ground of the truth.

Jesus reveals that His
people will be sanctified by
His truth in every age.

John the Revelator, in the
symbolism of the four horse-
men, describes the advance
of God’s truth and Satan’s
attempt to destroy it.

4 White Horse—Apostolic
purity (Col. 1:16; Rewv. 12:1;
Rev. 19:7) (A.D. 31 - A.D.
100)

% Red Horse—Persecution
(A.D. 100 - A.D. 313)

¢ Black Horse—Compro-
mise (A.D. 313 - A.D. 538)

# Pale Horse—Spiritual
death (A.D. 538 - A.D. 1500)

Predicts God’s truth would
be “cast to the ground.”

Predicts there would be a
falling away or departure
from the truth.

Urges us to earnestly con-
tend for the faith delivered
to the saints.

Shares the good news that
the everlasting gospel would
be proclaimed to the ends of
the earth.
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Why So Many Denominations?

Rev. 12:17 Describes a people called the
“remnant”—those who re-
main loyal to God, who keep
His commandments in the
last days.

Rev. 14:12 Describes a people who will
keep God’s commands and

be filled with the faith of
Jesus.

Isa. 8:20 Warns us not to accept the
teachings of those who lead
away from obedience to His
Word and His law.

The United States in Bible Prophecy

Bible prophecy discusses those nations which
play a role in the overall plan and purpose of
God. The prophecies of Daniel and Revelation
follow the sequential flow of history, discussing
those nations which played a prominent part

in God’s purposes.

Amos 3:7

Rev. 13:1-10

Rev. 13:10

Rev. 13:11

God makes the mysteries of
the future plain through the
Bible prophets.

There are six clear identify-
ing marks which reveal that
the leopardlike beast of Rev.
13 represents the Roman
church: 1). Rev. 13:1—Rises
from the sea (Rev. 17:15)—a
populated area. 2). Rev.
13:2—Receives the seat of
its government from pagan
Rome. 3). Rev. 13:5—Claims
the privileges and preroga-
tives of God (Luke 5:20-22).
4). Rev. 13:7—Persecutes
the saints (believers). 5).
Rev. 13:5—Reigns supreme
for 42 prophetic months, or
1,260 days or literal years.
6). Rev. 13:18—The leopard-
like beast of Rev. 18 is iden-
tified with the mysterious
number 666.

The second beast arises at
the same time the first beast
goes into captivity, or
around 1798. Tt is a separate
power.

The second beast rises rap-
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The United States in Bible Prophecy

Rev. 13:11

Rev. 13:11

Rev. 13:11, 12

Rev. 13:12

Rev. 13:12
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idly from an unpopulated
area—the earth.

The second beast has two
horns with no crowns. It has
no king. It is a democratic/
republican form of govern-
ment.

The beast of Rev. 13:11 is a
young beast—or a youthful
power full of freedom and in-
nocence—a new nation. (See
Dan. 7:17, 23—a beast rep-
resents a nation.)

In this prophecy, a new na-
tion rapidly rises in or
around 1798 in an unpopu-
lated area, without kingly
authority, governed by the
people. It has the lamblike
quality of Jesus, allowing its
people freedom of choice.
The only nation arising at
this time which fits the
specifications of the proph-
ecy is the United States.

The features of the lamb-
like beast rapidly turn into
a dragon. Religious liberty is
followed by religious oppres-
sion.

The second bheast (the
United States) gives its in-
fluence to the first beast, the
papacy.

The central issue in the fi-
nal conflict is worship. (See
also Rev. 14:6, 7, 12.) The
Sabbath is God’s eternal

The United States in Bible Prophecy

Rev. 13:13, 14

Reuv. 12:17

sign of true worship. (Rew.
4:11; Exod. 20:8-11; Ezek.
20:12.)

Satan will use miraculous
signs and wonders at a time
of international crisis to
forge a union of church and
state which will violently
oppose and oppress God’s
people. (Rev. 10:13; Rev.
19:21.)

God’s faithful people will not
yield to the coercive pres-
sure to violate God’s law.
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Practical
Christianity

Answers mecting inmost nceds




Discovering Truth

1. Approach the Bible with an open mind (Matt.
11:25).

2. Believe that God will reveal truth as you
search His word with all of your heart (Jn.
8:32; Jer. 29:13).

3. Continually pray for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. God promises the Spirit will lead us
into truth (Jn. 16:13).

4. Attempt to read as many Bible passages on
a given subject as possible. Do not build a
Bible doctrine on a single text (Isa. 28:9,10;
1 Cor. 1:13).

5. Accept the Bible as God’s word revealing
truth to you (2 Pet. 1:21; Jn. 17:17).

6. Be willing to make any change from past
ways of thinking. You will never know truth
unless you are willing to live the truth (Jn.
A7)

7. Be willing to surrender your own ideas to the
truth of God’s word (Prov. 14:12; .Jn. 17:17).

8. Donot listen to the voice of any counselor who
attempts to dissuade you from doing what
the Bible clearly teaches (Prov. 19:27).

9. All truth leads us closer to Jesus who is the
way, the truth and the life. Seek Jesus in
every subject you are studying. Ask, “How
can this topic lead me still closer to Jesus”
(Jn. 14:6).
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Prayer Principles:
How to Really Get Answers

1. Our loving Lord invites us to seek Him (L.
11:13; Matt. 7:11; Ps. 65:2; Mk, 11:23,24),

2. Be sure your life is surrendered to His will.
Be willing to surrender anything not in har-
mony with His will (1 Jn. 5:14,15; Matt.
26:39).

3. Bring to Him everything which troubles you
or concerns you in any way (I Pet. 5:7; Ps.
55:22).

4. Mingle praise, gratitude and thanksgiving
with all of your prayers (Phil. 1:4; Col. 3:15-
17; 1 Thess. 5:18).

5. The purpose of prayer is to lead us into
oneness with the mind of God and the deep-
est fellowship with Him (Rev. 3:20; Eph.
3:16-19).

6. God invites you to find a quiet place to pray
and seek Him each day with your whole
heart (Mk. 1:35: Jer. 29:13).

7. Learn to pray aloud where only God can hear
you. (Matt. 26:39; Lk. 11:1).

8. Record God’s answers and rehearse His
blessings (Deut. 8:2; 1 Chron. 16:12).
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How Can1I Become a Christian?

1. Recognize that God loves you with an im-
mense love and desires to save you (2 Per.
3:9, 1 Tim. 2:3-5).

2. A_cknowledge that you are a sinner, lost
;wth)out Jesus Christ (Jer. 17:9, Rom. 3:23,
:23).

3. Accept that salvation is a gift offered freely
through Jesus. It is not something to he
“earned” by righteous deeds or good works
(Eph. 2:8; Rom. 3:24-27).

4. Repent of any known sins, confessing them
to Jesus (Acts 3:19, 1 Jn. 1:9).

5 Be]jeve that God for Christ’s sake has for-
EIVen you. As you surrender your life to
Jesus, you are forgiven and accepted. The
gift of eternal life is yours by faith (Eph.
1:4-7, 1 Jn. 5:11-13).

6. Since you are now Christ’s child, His pre-
cious possession, He will begin to work mj-
raculous changes in your life through His
Holy Spirit (Jn, 1:12, 2 Cor. 5:17).

7. Our loving Saviour has pledged to guide us
from earth to heaven. You may fall but re-
member He is there to pick you up and get
you started on the road to heaven again.
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Guidance When Making Decisions

1. God promises wisdom when we ask (Jas. 1:5).

2. Search your heart for any hidden or known
sin which may hinder God from answering
your prayers (Ps. 66:18).

3. Analyze your motives to discover whether
what you desire is for God’s glory (Jas. 4:3).

4. Believe not only that God desires to guide
you, but believe He will guide you (Ps. 32:8;
Isa. 58:11).

5. Discover whether there are any Biblieal prin-
ciples involved in the decision you are going
to make. The Bible is a rich source of guid-
ance. God often guides us through His word
(Ps. 119:10,11,105,133).

6. Seek counsel from Godly, Christian counsel-
ors who believe in God’s word (Prov. 11:14,
15:22).

7. Look for providences—divinely ordained cir-
cumstances which indicate which way you
should go. These “providences” are like sign
posts helping us in the process of the deci-
sion. They do not take the place of God’s
word, sound judgment or good common
sense. They assist us in the decision-making
process (Prov. 23:26; Eccl, 8:5; Rom. 8:28).

8. When you have earnestly prayed about a
decision, have consulted God’s word,
thought carefully about it, sought counsel
and watched for providential leadings, make
the wisest decision possible believing God
Himself is leading you (Ps. 90:12).
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How to Increase Your Faith

Faith is trust in God. It is confidence in Him
as a well known friend. It grows out of a close
relationship with Him in which I know that
He cares for me and only desires my best
good. The more I know Him, the more I'll
trust Him.

10.

11,
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Taith is the substance of (it stands under,
or supports) our religious experience (Heb.
TL:L):

. Jesus invites us to enter into arelationship

of trust with our loving heavenly Father
(ME. 11:22-24).

. Without faith it is impossible to please God

(Heb. 11:6).

God has given to every Christian a mea-
sure of faith (Rom. 12:3).

_ Even a little faith links us with God’s mar-

velous working power (Lk. 17:5,6).

. Reading the examples of faith in the Bible

increases our faith (Rom. 10:17).

. To receive benefit from reading the Bible,

it must be personally applied by faith.
Place yourself in every story. Believe God
will accomplish miraculous changes in
your life as you read His word. Faith grows
as we experience it (Heb. 4:2).

Expect your faith to grow through a study
of His word (2 Pet. 1:3,4).

Drawing near Jesus we receive of His faith
(Heb. 10:22).

To live by faith means a daily, constant,
trusting relationship with Jesus (Rom.
10:17).

Looking to Jesus, trusting in Jesus, we
receive faith from Jesus and our faith
grows (Heb. 12:1,2).

12.

13.

Houw to Increase Your Faith

Faith is not believing God will do whatever
we want, it is like Jesus in Gethsemane
seeking what the Father wants (Matt.
26:39).

We can have the ahsolute confidence as we
sincerely seek His will by faith, He will
reveal it (1 Jn. 5:14).

The life of the Christian is one of constant
faith or trust in a loving God who knows
best and will always treat His children in
ways that are for their ultimate good.
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Dealing with Anger,
Bitterness or Resentment

1.

Admit you are angry. Be honest with God.
Don’t try to hide your genuine feelings from
Him (Heb. 4:13; Eph. 4:26).

. Discover why you are angry. God asked

Cain, “Why are you wroth (angry)” (Gen.
4:6).

. Don’t let your emotions control you (Prov.

16:32; Eccl. 7:9; Prov. 14:29).

. Give your anger to God. Remember angry

words stir up anger in others (Prov. 15:1; Ps.
37:7,8).

. Forgive any others who have wronged you.

Since God has forgiven you for what you
have done to Him, ask Him to give you for-
giveness for what others have done to you
(Eph. 4:32; Lk. 11:4; Col. 3:13).

. Forgive yourself for being angry (1 Jn. 1:9).
. Deal with anger quickly. Don’t let it accumu-

late. If you need to ask someone’s forgive-
ness, do it (Eph. 4:26).
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Handling Temptations

. Satan is the originator of all our temptations

(Jas. 1:12-15; Jn. 8:44).

2. God will never allow you to be tempted

above what, with His strength, you can bear
(1 Cor. 10:13).

. Jesus faced every temptation common to us,

in much greater degree, and overcame (Heb.
4:15,16).

. Through Jesus’ power, the victory over

temptation is yours (I Jn. 5:4; Rom. 8:5-15;
1 Cor. 1:27-30).

. To maintain victory over temptation, it is

necessary to avoid those specific places,
pleasures, habits, or things which are the
source of the temptation (Jas. 4:7,8; Phil.
4:7.8).
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Helping Those With Low Self-esteem

1

A loving creator brought you into existence.
When you give your life to Him you are
adopted into His family (Eph. 3:10,19; Jn.
1:12).

. You are unique, one of a kind with no one

else like you in the universe. You are special
to God (Isa. 43:1,4,7,21; 13:12; Ex. 33:12).

. Jesus gave His life for you. He wouldn’t give

His life for a nobody. You have immense
value in His sight (Gal. 2:20).

. Even your physical deformities, inadequa-

cies and deficiencies do not deter His love.
All things will ultimately work out for your
good (Rom. 8:28,31-37).

. God has a plan for your life (Ps. 37:23; Jer.

1:5).

. As you put your life into His hands, He will

enable you to fulfill your true potential
(Prov. 3:5,6; Ps. 1:1-3).
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Facing Fear

1.

Secure in His love, you are delivered from
fear (1 JJn. 4:18,19; Ps. 56:3; Prov. 3:23-26).

. Tt is Satan who inspires fear and God who

delivers you from it (2 Tim. 1:7; Ps. 27:1).

As you cast your burden of fear upon the
Lord, He will sustain you and give you rest
(Ps. 55:22; Matt. 11:26-28).

. His presence banishes fear (Tsa. 41:10; Ps.

61:2).

. Since your trust is in God, you need not

fear what man can do to you or say about you
(Ps. 56:11).

. Since He is in control of all circumstances

affecting you, you can face them confidently
in Him (Ps. 46:1,2; 91:1-5).
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Handling Loneliness

Overcoming Depression

1. God revealed Himself to Jacob in his loneli-
ness, assuring him of His care (Gen. 28:15).

2. When Elijah became discouraged, he fled into
the darkness of a cave. There, God spoke to
him encouraging Him in his despondency (1
Kings 19:9,11-15).

3. God promises never to forsake His children
(Heb. 13:5).

4. Since Jesus was despised and rejected of men
and left alone to die on the cross, He fully
understands your loneliness (Isa. 53:3,4;
63:3,9).

5. When you come to Jesus, He fills your heart
with the glory of His own presence. He
adopts you as His son or daughter (2 Cor.
6:16-18).

6. When embarrassed and left alone through
divorce or widowed by death, a Christian
woman has assurance that God Himself will
fill the womanly needs of her heart (Isa.
54:4-8).

7. To come out of your loneliness, it becomes
essential to invest your life in making others
happy. To have friends, you must become a
friend to somebody (Prov. 11:25; 18:24).
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Depression afflicts thousands in varying de-
grees. Some depression is so severe it re-
quires medical and psychological assistance
to overcome as well as spiritual power. The
Biblical principles outlined below will assist
you in helping those who are depressed.

Depression Defined: Depression is a
sense of despondency in which the present
contains little joy, problems seem over-
whelming, and the future offers little hope.

You are not alone in your feelings. Great
men of faith, Biblical giants, have felt dis-
couraged.

1. Look at David’s discouragement for example

(See Ps. 6:6,7;40:12; 88). In his discouraging
moments, David discovered the following
principles for overcoming depression:

a. God does not forsake us in discouragement
(Ps. 16:8; 139:7-17).

b. Trust and/or faith leads us to rejoice even
in difficult times (Ps. 5;11; 28:7.8).

¢. God uses trials and afflictions to draw us
closer to Him. In every trial we hear a call
to prayer (Ps. 119:67,71; 62:8).

d. In trying moments, God is in complete
control of my life (Ps. 118:6,8,14,17).

2. Praise and thanksgiving in depression is a

key to deliverance from depression (Ps.
118:1;113:3;71:1-3,8,24; 59:16).

3. God longs for us to turn to Him in depression.

He delights in answering our prayers (Ps.
61:2; Ps. 60:4;56:3,8,11).

4. Unconfessed sin leads to guilt which may

lead to depression. If you feel guilty because
of some specific sin, follow the biblical coun-

113



Overcoming Depression

sel (Ps. 38:17,18 [declare your guilt to God];
1 Jn. 1:9 [confess your sin]).

5. Pray the prayer of Psalm 51 and believe hy
faith God forgives you. If vou have a general
or vague sense of guilt, fill your mind with
the thought “God loves me, accepts me, and
receives me as His child” (1 Tim. 2:3-6; 1 Pet.
3:9; Ecel. 1:3-7).

6. Depression may occur at times for physical
reasons. After his mighty triumph over the
priests of Baal on Mount Carmel, Elijah
became so depressed he desired to dic. (Re-
member this was the man God would trans-
late without seeing death!) Tired, hungry,
utterly fatigued by the strain of his stress-
filled day, Elijah, under threats from Jeze-
bel, gave in to gloomy, depressing thoughts.
Read I Kings 19:1-4. God’s answer to Elijah’s
depression was found in a good night’s sleep,
a hot meal and words of encouragement.
(See I Kings 19:5-13.)

7. While in prison in Rome, Paul discovered the
following concepts as an antidote to discour-
agement:

a. A sense of God’s sovereignty (Phil. 1:12).

b. The desire to magnify Christ in all things
(Phil. 1:20).

c. Prayer and thanksgiving in trial (Phil.
4:6).

d. Rejoicing in trial (Phil. 4:4).

e. A sense that God was bigger than his

problems and could supply all his needs
(Phil. 4:13,19).

Healing Childhood Hurts

Many people harbor bitterness against those
who have wronged them in childhood. The
following Bible study will help those caught
in the trap of bitterness to allow the Holy
Spirit to heal childhood hurts.

- The Bible counsels us to put away childish

things or hurts from childhood (7 Cor. 13:11).

2. Paul counsels us to forget those things which

3.

4.

are behind (Phil. 3:13).

We can only forget the past if we are honest
with ourselves and others (Eph. 4:25).

God knew us before we were born. He has a
plan for our lives (Jer. 1:5).

. Since God is sovereign and we are His work-

manship, no one can spoil His plan for our
lives (Eph. 2:10).

. He has a purpose for all that has happened

to us and will make all things beautiful in
His time (Ecel. 3:1,11).

7. He heals the broken hearted giving us beauty

8.

9.

for the ashes of our lives (Isa. 61 :1-3).

We can honestly forgive others for the way
they have treated us because Christ has
forgiven us for the way we have treated Him
(Eph. 4:32).

Extending forgiveness to others who have
wronged us lances the boil of bitterness. Just
as Jesus forgave those who crucified Him, we
can forgive those who have wounded us (Col.
3:73).

The spirit of revenge is self-destructive. As
we overcome evil with good, we ourselves are
healed (Rom. 12:19-21).

Others may mean us evil but God will accom-
plish good (Gen. 50:20).
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Seven Steps in Helping People
Quit Smoking

L

2.
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Recognize that smoking is a sin against your
body and your God.

“I beseech you therefore brethren to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice unto God

which is your reasonable service” (Rom.
12:1).

“Glorify God with your bodies. Ye are not
your own. Ye are bought with a price” (I Cor.
6:19,20).

Acknowledge your weakness and inability to
quit on your own. Like the woman with the
“igsue of blood” in scripture, you may have
sought help for years. Or like the man by the
Pool of Bethesda for 38 years, you may be
desperate in your attempt to stop smoking
(see Jn. 5:5-8). Admit that you are weak.
Acknowledge you cannot do it on your own.
“Without me you can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5).

. By faith believe that although you are weak,

He is strong. Although you cannot do it, He
is all powerful. When we choose to surrender
our weak, wavering will to His all powerful
will, all the power in the universe is at our
disposal (Phil. 4:13; 1 Jn. 5:14,15).

. Surrender yourself and all of your tobacco to

God (Josh. 24:15; 2 Cor. 6:2).

. Believe that victory is yours now and thank

God right now for giving you victory over
smoking (1 Cor. 15:57; Matt. 7:7; 1 Jn. 5:4).

You may have a craving to smoke as the
result of the physiological effect of nicotine
deposited in the cell system. But you need
not smoke. Smoking is a choice. There is a
difference between the craving and the vic-
tory. The victory is yours by faith in Jesus.

Helping People Quit Smoking

6. Destroy all of your tobacco. Throw it away.

Don’t leave any around. Submit yourself
unto God and resist the devil (Jas. 4:7,8).

7. Believe that victory is yours now. To sustain

the victory, thank God for it! Praise Him you
are delivered and follow the physical habits
listed below to rid your body of nicotine.

» When you get a craving take slow deep
breaths repeatedly until the craving
passes.

» Drink 10-12 glasses of water a day for the
next five days.

+ Relaxin a warm (not hot) bath before going
to bed.

= Plan to get at least eight hours of sleep a
night.

« Avoid all coffee and alcohol.
» Take two 30-minute walks each day.

Continually praise God that His power is
greater than tobacco (I Jn. 4:4).
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Dealing With
Sabbath Work Problems

1. Review the Biblical Sabbath (Gen. 2:7 -3; Ex.
20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12; Lk. 4:7 6;Acts 1 3:42-44;
Isa. 66:22,23). 1t may not be necessary to
read all of thege texts. It is essentia] that the
individual is convicted of the Sabhath,

2. Explain that God is interested in the
individual’s physical needs and promises to
supply them (Matt. 6:33: Phil 4:19; Ps.
37:23-27).

3. There are two significant issues involved in
this decision.

a. Who is my rea] master? Whose voice shall
Ilisten to (Rom. 6:16: Acts 5:29)?

b. Do I have sufficient confidence in God to
believe His word and do what He says
(MP. 11:23,24)?

to worship Gog upon that day. They are
convicted based upon God’s word that Satur-
day is the Sabbath of the Commandments
and they cannot violate their conscience,
They do not want to lose their job. They
appreciate their employer, but desire to be
off from sundown Friday night to sundown
Saturday night. They should explain that
they are willing to work any other day of the
week, including Sunday, or extra time each
day.

5. Present the employer with a written request
from the Adventist Church pastor explain-
ing the Bible position. This enables the em-
ployer to Tecognize that the individua] is
part of a world-wide church with millions of
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Sabbath-keepjng members who gre diligent
employees.

6. Bathe the entire process in prayer. Find out
the time when the individuals wil] approach
their employer and earnestly pray for God to
intercede.

7. Assure the individuals that if they lose their
Jjob, God will honor them for their decision
by providing for their needs (Isa. 56:2;
58:13,14),

Historical Statements on the
Change of the Sabbath

1. In response to the question, “Have yoy any
other way of proving that the chyreh has
power to institute festipals of precept?”, Ste-
phen Keenan Wwrote, “Had she not such
power, she could not have done that in which
all modern religionists agree with her—ghe
could not have substituted the observance of
Sunday the first day of the week, for the

2. “You may read the Bible from Genesis to

Revelation and you will not find a single line
authorizing the sanctification of Sunday.
The Scriptures enforee the religious obsey-
vance of Saturday, g day which we never
sanctify.”—Cardinal Gibbons, Faith of Our
Fathers, p. 111, 112.

3. And Monsignor Segur wrote, “It was the

Catholic Church which, by the authority of

by the Protestants is an homage they pay, in
spite of themselyes, to the authority of the
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[Catholic] Church.”—Monsignor Segur,
Plain Talk About the Protestantism of
Today, p. 225.

4. “They [the popes] allege the change of the
Sabbath into the Lord’s day, contrary, as it
seemeth, to the Decalogue; and they have no
example more in their mouths than the
change of the Sabbath. They will needs have
the church’s power to be very great, because
it hath dispensed with a precept of the Deca-
logue.”—Philip Schaff, The Creeds of Chris-
tendom, vol. 3, p. 64.

5. The Roman Catholic Church cites the Coun-
cil of Laodicea as the official voice which
transferred the “solemnity from Saturday to
Sunday.” Note the language of one cate-
chism:

“Question— Which is the Sabbath day?

“Answer— Saturday is the Sabbath day.

“Question— Why do we observe Sunday
instead of Saturday?

“Answer— We observe Sunday instead of
Saturday because the Catholic Church, in
the Council of Laodicea (A.D. 336), trans-
ferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sun-
day.”—Rev. Peter Geiermann, C. SS.R., The
Convert’s Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, p.
50, 2nd edition, 1910.
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Baptists

The Baptist Church is divided into approxi-
mately 25 different Baptist bodies with a
membership of nearly 30 million in the
United States. Baptists trace their roots to
the Reformation when certain Bible stu-
dents discovered the biblical truth of bap-
tism by immersion. Rejecting sprinkling as
unbiblical, accepting the literal interpreta-
tion of the Bible and salvation only through
Jesus’ grace, the Baptists grew out of the
reformation times. With the Word as their
guide, the cross as the center of faith, and
water baptism by immersion as the external
expression of inner faith, the Baptists car-
ried the torch of truth a step beyond Luther.

John Smyth founded the first Baptist
Church in the British Isles in 1611. In En-
gland and later in America, the first Baptists
believed that salvation is possible for all.
They rejected Calvin’s view of salvation for
a limited pre-destined few. By 1644 there
were close to 50 Baptist churches in En-
gland. American Baptists trace their heri-
tage to Roger Williams who left the
Massachusetts Bay Colony to establish the
state of Rhode Island. Strong convictions of
separation of church and state led Williams
to found a colony in which all could practice
religion in harmony with the dictates of their
conscience. Throughout the centuries Bap-
tists have been strong promoters of religious
freedom. The earliest Baptist churches on
American soil, founded by Williams in Prov-
idence, Rhode Island in 1639 and by John
Clarke in Newport, Rhode Island, in 1648,
were bulworks of religious liberty. Baptists
have championed two distinct truths
through the centuries (1) Baptism by immer-
sion and (2) Religious Liberty. A small group
of Baptists have maintained allegiance to

122

Baptists

the Seventh-day Sabbath. Seventh-day Ad-
ventists have much in common with their
Baptist brothers and sisters.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Baptists

1. The Bible as the only rule of faith and prac-
tice (although some Baptists hold to verbal
inspiration of every word of the Bible).

2. Salvation by grace alone.

3. The Godhead.

4. The fact of Jesus Second Coming.
5. Baptism by immersion.

6. Separation of church and state.

Some major doctrinal
misunderstandings of Baptists and
Bible texts to meet them

1. The secret rapture: The belief that Christ
will return secretly prior to the tribulation
(plagues) to snatch away or rapture His
church leaving the unsaved on earth to suf-
fer through the plagues.

(See 1 Thess. 4:16,17; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Matt.
13:30; Luke 17: 26-37; Matt. 24:27; Ps. 50:3;
Rev. 1:7.)

9. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has an immortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinet from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See I Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.
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Baptists
3. Eternal torment: The belief that God pun-

ishes the lost in hell for eternity.

(See Mal. 4:1-3; Ps. 37:10,11,20,38; Jude 7: 2
Pet. 2:6; Rev. 20:9; Heb. 12:29.)

. Once saved always saved: The belief that
once an individual comes to Christ they can
never lose their salvation.

(See I Cor. 15:1,2; 2 Pet. 2:20-22: 1 Cor. 9:27
[The word castaway here is the same word
used inJer. 6:30 for burned or rejected]; Heb.
4:4-7; Rev. 3:5; see also Phil. 4:3—When we
accept Christ, our names are placed in the
Book of Life. Since they can be removed, it is
possible for those who once accepted to re-
ject.)

. Sunday sacredness: The belief that since
Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12-20;
Luke 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Rev.
1:10; Matt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

. The law was done away in Christ:

(See Matt. 5:17,18; Jn. 14:15; Rom. 6:13,14;
3:28-31; Ps. 40:8; Heb. 8:10; 1 Jn. 2:3-6;
Jas. 2:10-17.)

Approaches for the Baptist Mind

In approaching your Baptist friends, begin
with points held in common. Do not im-
mediately enter into a discussion regarding
the Bible Sabbath, talk about Jesus. Empha-
size that salvation is by grace. Discuss the
importance of understanding the basis of
justification as God’s redemptive act on the
cross received by faith. Explain that love
always leads to obedience.

(See Eph 2:8-10; Jas. 1: 10-17; Rom. 3:15-31;
6:14,15, Jn. 14:15.) It is better to avoid con-
flict at any cost. You may win an argument
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but lose a friend. Establish a rapport.
Develop friendships based on a common love
for Jesus. Pray with and for your Baptist
friend. Spend time sharing your personal
experience with Jesus. Praise God together
for what He is doing in your life. Once this
common bond is established, once this mu-
tual love for Jesus is established in both of
your hearts, when the time is right, under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, explain the
truths unique to Seventh-day Adventists.

Take these steps:

1.

2.

Share your personal testimony regarding
what Jesus has done for you.

Exchange thoughts on the importance of
knowing Jesus in a meaningful devotional
life.

. Share an appropriate Christ-centered ser-

mon tape, or a book such as Desire of Ages or
Steps to Christ or a Signs article.

. Invite your Baptist friends to your home for

a meal.

. Share the “Bible Says” lessons at the right

time when your friend seems open.

125



Bible Churches, Non-denominational

Non-denominational Bible churches grew
out of a back-to-the-Bible movement by
fundamentalist Christians during the last
50 yearsin America. Sensing apostasy in the
mainline churches, they earnestly desire to
return to the essence of New Testament
Christianity. These groups are character-
ized by strong pastors, whose Biblical
preaching and charismatic leadership have
led to the formation of independent churches
with authority in each local congregation.
They are not part of any centralized denom-
inational structure. Their doctrines are
somewhat similar yet vary in minor points.
Generally non-denominational Bible
churches are characterized by:

1. A literal interpretation of the Bible.
2. A strong belief in salvation by grace.

3. A futurist interpretation of prophecy with
a belief in the rapture.

4. A belief in the immortality of the soul.

5. An acceptance of Sunday as the Lord’s day
due to Christ’s resurrection from the dead
on that day.

6. An uncomplicated, Christ-centered wor-
ship service with fervent singing, inspir-
ing Biblical preaching and warm, loving
fellowship.

7. A belief in once-saved-always-saved.

8. Most believe the law was done away with
at the cross.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with non-denominational
Bible churches

1. A strong emphasis on the Bible.
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2. The Trinity/Godhead.

3. Christ-centered preaching.

4. A belief that salvation is by grace alone.
5. A belief in the Second Coming of Jesus.

6. A sense of the general apostasy in Christian-
ity with the earnest desire to return to the
faith of the New Testament believers.

7. A willingness to leave main line churches.

Some major doctrinal differences
with non-denominational Bible
churches and Bible texts to meet
them

1. The secret rapture: The belief that Christ
will return secretly prior to the tribulation
(plagues) to snatch away or rapture His
church leaving the unsaved on earth to suf-
fer through the plagues.

(See I Thess. 4:16,17; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Matt.
13:30; Lk. 17: 26-37; Muaitt. 24:27; Ps. 50:3;
Reuv. 1:7.)

2. Once saved always saved: The belief that
once an individual comes to Christ they can
never lose their salvation.

(See I Cor. 15:1,2; 2 Pet. 2:20-22; 1 Cor. 9:27
[The word castaway here is the same word
used in.Jer. 6:30 for burned or rejected]; Heb.
4:4-7; Rev. 3:5; see also Phil. 4:3—When we
accept Christ, our names are placed in the
Book of Life. Since they can be removed, it is
possible for those who once accepted to re-
ject.)

3. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has animmortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinet from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.
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(See I Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7: Job
27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jdn. 11:11-14.)
Remember the Bible uses the word “soul”
1,600 times and never once says “immortal
soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep 53 times.

. SBunday sacredness: The belief that since

Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12,20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44: Rev.
1:10; Matt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

. The law was done away in Christ:

(See Matt. 5:17,18; Jn. 13:14; Rom. 6:13,14;
3:28-31; Ps. 40:8; Heb. 8:10; 1 Jn. 2:3-6; Jas.
2:10-17.)

Possible approaches for friends in a
non-denominational Bible church

1
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Establish a bond of Christian love and fel-
lowship based upon unity in Christ and your
belief that the Bible is God’s Word.

. Spend time sharing your personal testimony

of salvation through Christ al ne.

. Emphasize the Bible as God’s word is the

only standard of faith.

. Discuss the manner of Jesus Second Com-

ing. Present a study showing that the Rap-
ture is not Biblical. This will pave the way
for future studies.

Present studies on Dan. 2; and Matz. 24, the
manner of Christ’s coming early.

A study on “Why So Many Denominations?”
from Rev. 14:6-12, Rev. 17 and 18 will be
particularly helpful with this group.

Buddhists

Buddha is the title which was given to a
young man named Gautama, who was the
founder of the Buddhist religion. Buddha
means “Fully Enlightened.” Buddha lived in
the sixth century B.C. or approximately
2,500 years ago. At one time almost one-
third of the world’s inhabitants were Bud-
dhists. Buddhism is the principal religion of
Sri Lanka, central, eastern and south
eastern Asia. It teaches that the secret of life
is brotherly love. It teaches that selfishness
is the heart of the world’s woes and can be
stamped out by a system known as the
“Hight-fold Path” These “eight paths” are:

1. Right beliefs

2. Right efforts

3. Right thinking

4. Right ideals

5. Right works

6. Right deeds

7. Right way of earning a living

8. Right meditation

The secret of life islove. Only love can banish
hatred. Love of one’s enemies is the jewel of
life. The ultimate goal of life is Nirvana, a
complete state of peace and love. One of
Buddhism’s great failures lies in a misun-
derstanding of the source of this love, the
nature of man in his fallen condition, and the
redemption which is possible only through
Jesus Christ. Buddhists see God as imperso-
nal, Jesus as merely a God-man, salvation
as a cosmic consciousness of peace and love

with no personal identity and righteousness
achieved by good works,
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Buddhists

Possible approaches to the
Buddhists’ mind

1. Sharing thejoy, peace, and love Jesus brings
into your life.

2. Asking questions such as “what is the source
of love? Why do we do bad when we desire to
do right? Do good men lie (lying is one of
Buddhism’s greatest sins)? Would Jesus, a
good man, lie about his identity being God?
Why do we fail to achieve good when we
know what it is? Why do we feel guilty so
often? Why is it that something often seems
missing in life?

3. Share that the goal of love is a commendable
one. Study the origin of evil. The plan of
salvation, arid redemption only in Jesus.

4. Establish credibility in the Bible by sharing
the prophecies of scripture. Prophecies such
as Dan. 2, Old Testament predictions for the
divinity of Christ, and the second coming
are particularly fascinating for the Buddhist
mind.

Helpful Definitions

Karma- the righteous or evil deeds or activ-
ities of the individual.

Nirvana— the ultimate attainment in the
reincarnation cycle of nothingness when the
individual supposedly becomes one with the
universe resulting in a state of peace.

Reincarnation— series of lives, deaths and
births determined by one’s deeds on a pro-
gressive upward or downward scale toward
ultimate peace or misery.
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Catholics

The Roman Catholic Church attempts to
trace its origin to New Testament times be-
lieving Peter was the first Pope. Under-
standing Jesus words “Thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church”... “I
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven”... (Matt. 16:18,19) to mean that
heaven’s divine authority was given to the
Pope, the Catholic Church takes the position
that the authority of the church is superior
to the authority of scripture. The Bible as
interpreted by the church and as understood
by the priests must be blended with tradi-
tions of the church to arrive at truth. The
teachings of church councils through the
centuries, the encyclicals, and decrees of the
Pope provide a basis for truth.

There are approximately 926 million Catho-
lics in the world and 18.5% of the world’s
population is Catholic, Considering that
only 32% of the world’s population is Chris-
tian, Catholicism is a dominant religio-polit-
ical world force. Approximately one in four
inhabitants of the United States is Catholic
(53 million U.S. Catholics). Many are open,
seeking Christians longing for the peace and
freedom from guilt which only Jesus can
give. Thousands long for the certainty of
truth which comes only from God’s word. Of
all religious groups, Catholics are perhaps
the most fruitful field for receiving God’s
truth.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Catholics

1. The Godhead.
2. The Virgin Birth (although not the immacul-

ate conception).

3. The necessity of obeying God.
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4. The inspiration of the Bible.
5. The Second Coming of Christ.
6. The importance of prayer.

Some major doctrinal
misunderstandings of Catholics and
Bible texts to meet them

1. Papal succession: The concept that Jesus

gave authority to Peter which has been
passed down through the centuries to each
Pope as the “head” or foundation of the
church.

(See Eph. 1:22; 4:15; 1 Cor. 10:4; Deut.
32:3,4; Ps. 62:1,3; 1 Pet. 2:7.)

. The sacraments: The concept that God

dispenses grace through the sacraments of
baptism, confirmation, confession, holy com-
munion, marriage, holy orders, or extreme
unction.

(Jesus is the channel of God’s grace for the
world—Eph. 2:5; Rom. 6:14,15; 3:25-31.)

3. Purgatory: The belief that individuals not

good enough to be worthy of heaven but not
evil enough to deserve hell, suffer in an in-
termediary state until their sins are purged.
This concept is based on the false under-
standing of the immortality of the soul as
well as how individuals are saved.

(See Ps. 6:5,115:17; Eccl. 9:5;Jn. 11:11-14 as
well as Heb. 4:15; Eph 2.8; Ro_m. 3:25-26.)

4. Tradition is above the Bible: The under-
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standing that scripture must be interpreted
by the church and placed along side the
decrees of church councils to be rightly un-
derstood.

(See Jn. 17:17; 2 Tim. 3:16; Jn. 5:39; 2 Tim.
2:15; Jn. 16:7-13.)

10.

. Miracles/visions/signs/wonders:

Catholics

. Immaculate conception: The idea that

Jesus was sinless because Mary was mirac-
ulously protected from sin by the Holy
Spirit.

(See Rom. 3:23; 3:9-12; Isa. 64:6; Jer. 17:9.)
Confession: The belief that an earthy
priest is the mediator between God and

man.
(See I Tim. 2:5; Heb. 4:14-16; 1 Jn. 1:9)

The
belief that miraculous signs authenticate,
confirm, and establish truth. The Biblical
position is that since Satan can counterfeit
miraculous signs, all signs must be tested
by God's Word.

(See Rev. 16:13,14; 19:20; Matt. 7:21-23;
24:94: Deut. 13:1-8; Isa. 8:20; Lk. 16:31.)

. Immortality of the soul: The belief that

each individual has an immortal,
indestructible soul distinct from the body
but which leaves the body at death des-
tined for heaven or hell.

(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Eecl. 12:7:
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“goul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

. Sunday sacredness: The belief that

since Jesus rose from the dead on the first
day, all Christians should worship on that
day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek.20:12,20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Rev.
1:10; Matt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

Prayers for the dead: The belief that my
prayers make a difference with God in re-
lieving suffering souls from the bondage of
purgatory.
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(See Eccl. 9:5; Ps. 115:17; 6:5; 146:3,4; Jn.
11:11-14; Ezek.. 14:14,20; Ps. 49:7,8; 1 Tim.
2:6.)

11. Infant Baptism: Babies are baptized for

the sins of Adam (called original sin).
(See ME. 16:16; Acts 2:38-42; Matt. 28:18-
20.)

Approaches for the Catholic mind

ot

As with all individuals, sharing in the con-
text of loving friendship, honestly, openly
from God’s word has a powerful effect.
Please keep these points in mind.

. Catholies generally have a great reverence

for God’s word although most are ignorant of
its teachings, having never studied it. There
is a growing group of evangelical Catholics
who regularly study God’s word.

. Catholics often go through great inner spiri-

tual conflicts over the issue of salvation by
works. They need the assurance of salvation
in Christ. (1 Jn. 5:11-17)

. Catholics are often open to a deeper under-

standing of Bible truth, particularly the
prophecies. They are fascinated with such
gubjects as Dan. 2, Matt. 24, and Christ’s life
predicted in advance.

. Begin your discussions by establishing the

authority of the Bible, follow with prophetic
discussions, then lead to how we are saved.
Keep subjects on law, Sabbath and change
until you have had a minimum of ten previ-
ous studies.

. When you present the Sabbath, give strong

emphasis to the fact that it is part of the
commandments which all Catholics accept
and it is the center of God’s law.

. Gently guide your Catholic friends to under-

stand that the Bible, not the church, is the
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basis for all doctrine and the foundation of
all moral decisions.

7. Catholics will greatly appreciate your pray-

ing warm, fervent, heartfelt prayers in their
behalf.

Catholics are often eager students of the
word. Their hearts burn for a greater under-
standing of truth. They long to know God’s
will. If the truth is lovingly and logically
presented, thousands will accept it.
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Christian Science originated in Boston,
Massachusetts resulting from the purported
visions of Mary Baker Eddy in the mid-
1800’s. The dominant theme of Christian
Science is the power of the spiritual mind
to control the material forces. They believe
the Bible is symbolic and highly figurative.
The devil does not exist. Evil is only a fig-
ment of the imagination. Sickness, suffer-
ing, pain and death are really illusions. In
1875 Mary Baker Eddy published her book
Science and Health with a key to the
scriptures. She reasons that since God is
good, infinite and omnipotent, evil is incon-
sistent with the character of God. Christian
Scientists believe Gen. 1 reveals creation as
spiritual and perfect while Gen. 2 is an alle-
gorical account of the false material creation
and the evil results which follow accepting a
misconception of man. The church has no
ordained ministers. It publishes the interna-
tionally renowned Christian Science Moni-
tor daily newspaper with a circulation world
wide.

Some doctrinal truths held in
common with Christian Scientists

1. God is the eternal, loving, all-knowing Fa-
ther of mankind.

2. The mind has a powerful influence over the
body.

3. God still guides His church through the Gift
of Prophecy.
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Some major doctrinal misunder-
standings of Christian Scientists
and Bible texts to meet them

1. The Bible is allegorical: The belief that
none of the Bible’s statements are to be
taken literally.

(See 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21; Jn. 17:17; Rev.
21:5;Jn. 5:39.)

2. No devil: The belief that the devil is only an
imaginary, fictional character.

(See Ezek. 28:12-15; Isa. 14:12-14; Rev. 12:7-
9; Matt. 4:1-6; 1 Pet. 5:8; Eph 6:10-12.)

3. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has animmortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinct from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“goul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

Possible approaches for
Christian Scientists

With its emphasis on positive thinking,
wholesome mental attitudes, cheerfulness,
unselfishness, and gratitude, Christian Sci-
ence has attracted a significant number of
well-educated financially prosperous mem-
bers. Church services consist of reading from
the Bible, testimonies from believers and
homilies from Mary Baker Eddy’s writings.
Develop cordial relationships by inviting
Christian Scientist neighbors to dinner.
Sharing books like Desire of Ages develop
close cordial relationships. The following
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suggestions may prove helpful in reaching
your Christian Scientist neighbors:

. Establish confidence in the Bible through

archaeology and the prophecies.

. Spend time on legal aspects of the great

controversy showing that the wages of sin is
death (Rom. 6:23).

. Be sure to clearly define sin (1 Jn. 3:4).
. Thoroughly study the plan of salvation and

why Jesus had to die.

You will find your Christian Scientist
friends extremely courteous and delightful
to spend time with. Their great need is to
fully grasp the plan of salvation, the mean-
ing of Christ’s atonement, why Jesus had to
die, and especially what this means person-
ally.
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Founded by Alexander Campbell in the mid-
1840’s, the Churches of Christ grew out of
the Presbyterian Church. Campbell came to
deplore human creeds and systems. During
the early 1900's the Campellites split over
the issue of instrumental music and the es-
tablishment of a Christian Missionary Soci-
ety. By 1906 the name Churches of Christ
was adopted. The membership of the
Churches of Christ stands somewhere
around 2.7 million today although the fig-
ures are difficult to verify since each local
congregation is an independent body and is
totally self-governing functioning as a unit
on its own. The major Beliefs of the
Churches of Christ include:

1. The inspiration of the Bible, but they
regard the Old Testament as inferior to
the New Testament. They believe that all
forms of worship, organization, doctrine,
discipline, church administration and
fundamental beliefs must come from the
New Testament alone.

2. We are under the New Covenant and all
Old Testament reguirements are done
away (Sabbath, healthful living ete.)

3. Immortality of the soul and eternal tor-
ment.

4. Sunday sacredness, arguing that Sunday
is not the old covenant Sabbath but the
new covenant Lord’s day.

5. Communion must be celebrated at every
worship service.

6. They believe the name “Church of Christ”
is the only Biblically true name for a
church. They use such texts as Rom.
16:16; Col. 1:24; Eph. 5:27.
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Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Churches of Christ

1. The importance of the Bible as the founda-
tion of faith.

2. Christ as the only Savior of mankind.

3. The literal, visible, audible Second Coming
of Jesus.

4. Baptism by immersion.
5. Witnessing is a way of life for each believer.

Some major doctrinal misunder-
standings of Churches of Christ and
Bible texts to meet them

1. The Old Testament is somewhat infe-
rior to the New Testament. All doctrine
must come from the New Testament alone.

(See2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet. 1:21;1 Pet. 1:9-11;
Lk. 24:27,44)

2. Sunday sacredness: The belief that since
Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12-20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Reuv.
1:10; Mutt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

3. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
each individual has animmortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinct from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Keel. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

4. Eternal torment: The beliefthat God pun-
ishes the lost in hell for eternity.
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(See Mal. 4:1-3; Ps. 37:10, 11,20,38: Jude 72
Pet. 2:6; Rev. 20:9: Heb. 1 2:29.)

5. The name Church of Christ is divinely
inspired and chosen of God as the name of
the New Testament church.

(See Matt. 7:21-27: 1 Jn. 2:3,4; Rev. 14:12;
Jn. 14:15: 15:14.)

6. The New Covenant does away with
God’s law.

(See Heb, 8:10; Jn. 14:15; Jas. 2:10-12;
1Jn. 2:3,4; Rev. 14:12.)

7. We are currently living in the “dis-
Pensation” of the “church age” in which
God deals with us primarily giving instruc-
tion through Paul’s epistles.

(See Jn. 5:34; 2 Tim. 3:16,17; Jer. 15:16;
Jn. 6:63; Lk. 24:27,44.) Jesus and His Word
are the example for the Christian (Maqtt.
7:21-27; Isa. 8:20; Ps. 119:105).

Possible approaches for members of
the Church of Christ

1. Develop a strong bond of friendship. Often
they are quite argumentive. They really at-
tempt to press the argument of the name
Church of Christ as well as the idea that we
are under the New Covenant,

2. Itis better to share your personal testimony
of Jesus first. Avoid argument if at all pogsi-
ble.

3. Share literature like Signs of the Times ar-
ticles on the return of our Lord. The book
Open Secrets by Don and Marge Gray might
be helpful. Steps to Christ is excellent!

4. As you notice an openness or receptivity
begin a series of studies on the prophecies of
Daniel and Revelation. The prophetic mes-
sages will stimulate their thinking into the
deeper truths of Scripture.

141




Churches of Christ

5. Establish weekly contact with The Bible = Episcopalians
Says lessons or invite them to a series of

evangelistic meetings. Episcopalians trace their roots to English
Anglicanism when Henry VIIL separated
from the Roman Catholic Church in 1534 for
political reasons. The Episcopal Church has
retained a Catholic style liturgy with the
archbishops, bishops, and priests. Episcopa-
lians accept the scriptures as pastoral, filled
with instruction for Christian living rather
than dogmatic statements of authoritative
doctrine. There are no rigid rules. Scripture
is accepted as interpreted by tradition. The
church is extremely tolerant, permissive,
and very socially active. As such it is
strongly ecumenical. There are approxi-
mately 2.5 million Episcopalians in the
United States. The Book of Common Prayer
issued in 1549 provides a basis for their
doctrinal beliefs. Their creed retains infant
baptism, the immortality of the soul, Sunday
worship, and a view that the Bible is cultur-
ally conditioned. They see the Bible as con-
taining God’s word not being the
authoritative word of God normative for
Christian doctrine. Some question the Vir-
gin Birth, the divinity of Christ, miracles, a
literal Second Coming, and the reality of
| angels.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Episcopalians

1. The Godhead—the existence of three co-
equal, co-eternal loving, all-powerful, all
knowing separate distinct beings—the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

2_The nature of God—Episcopalians and Sev-
enth-day Adventists both strongly empha-
size the fact that God is love.

The ultimate triumph of truth—FEpiscopali-
ans and Seventh-day Adventists both be-

142 143




Episcopalians

lieve in the final analysis God’s purposes will
be accomplished.

. Prayer—Episcopalians and Seventh-day
Adventists both believe in a God who an-
Swers prayer.

. Social conscience—Both Episcopalians and
Seventh-day Adventists believe that Chris-
tian love leads to caring for poor, suffering
humanity through social involvement.

Some major doctrinal
misunderstanding of Episcopalians
and Bible texts to meet them

1. The Bible is culturally conditioned so

not authoritative for faith

(See 2 Tim. 3:16,17;Jn. 17:17; 2 Pet. 1:21; 1
Tim. 2:15; Jn. 7:17).

. Sunday sacredness: The belief that since
Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12,20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Rev.
1:10; Mait. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
each individual has animmortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinet from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Ecel. 12:7;
Job 27:3: Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

. Infant Baptism: Babies are baptized for
the sins of Adam (called original sin).

(See Matt. 3:13-17; Col. 2:12; Matt. 28:19,20;
Rom. 6:1-6; Acts 8:35-38; Acts 2:38-41; Mk.
16:15,16; Jn. 3:23)
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5. Salvation comes by living a good moral
life.

(See Rom. 3:10; Jer. 17:9; Isa. 64:6; 2 Cor.
5:21; Gal. 3:13; Rom. 3:23-28; 5:18) Present
clearly to your Episcopal friends the beauty
of Christ’s sacrifice.

Possible approaches to Episcopal
friends

Episcopalians are generally extremely

friendly, caring, loving people. As you
develop personal relationships with your
Episcopalian friends, openly share your tes-

timony. Describe what Jesus means to you.
Remember that the love of Jesus will melt
hearts when the mere reiteration of doctrine
will accomplish nothing. As interest dev-
elops through your testimony share a study
on the inspiration of the Bible. This is essen-
tial due to the extremely loose Episcopa-
lian view of scripture. Follow with clearly
prophetic studies such as Dan. 2, Matt. 24,
and the manner of Christ’s coming. The
Spirit will touch hearts. Many will awaken
to new life in Christ from their spiritual
slumber.
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The Hindus derive their name from Hindu-
stan, a Persian word meaning the land of the
Indus or Hindus. Often this name was ap-
plied to the whole Peninsula of India. Hindu
men are often distinguished by their long,
flowing turbans while Hindu women are
characterized by their colorful saris. Tradi-
tionally, the Hindus’ have been divided into
four casts: the Brahmins, the Kshatriyas,
the Vaishyas and the Shudras. Members of
no cast were called “the untouchables!”
Tribal fighting between castes is quite com-
mon. The Brahman cast is considered the
highest, most intelligent and superior cast.
Inter-marriage between casts, close associa-
tion with members of other casts, business
partnerships between members of varying
casts are all forbidden.

Hindu’s generally believe:

1. God is an impersonal being present every-
where. Consequently they are pantheists.

2. Ultimate salvation comes through purifica-
tion via righteous deeds or works.

3. Re-incarnation or a series of deaths and
births until one has fulfilled the cycle of
perfection called Karma.

4. Jesus was merely a good man, and enlight-
ened teacher, or prophet.

5. The ancient Indian scriptures such as the
Bagda Vita are of superior quality to the
moral teachings of the Bible.

6. The essence of life is to develop the “god
within” to a state of moral perfection.

Possible Approaches

There is very little similarity between Chris-
tianity and Hinduism. Common ground is
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minimal. Most approaches by Christians to
reach Hindus' have not been successful.
Since they do not accept the Bible, there is
little basis for beginning except friendship
and philosophical reasoning. We suggest the
following:

1. Establish a personal friendship. Invite Hindu
friends for dinner. They will appreciate a
vegetarian meal. This is one point of contact.

2. Discuss the concept of good and evil. Ask
where did the evil come from and why?

3. Attempt to reason that if God’s creation is
personal, intelligent, and rational, God must
be a personal, intelligent, loving being. If He
is not a personal, intelligent, loving being,
how could something impersonal create
someone personal? How could the non-intel-
ligent produce the intelligent? How could
something non-loving produce someone lov-
ing? Ask, “Where does the source of love
originate?” Discuss Hindu castes, asking
why, if we are all God’s children, is there so
much fighting and killing between castes.

4. After a few visits, share a study on the Inspi-
ration of the Bible.

5. Proceed with your personal testimony re-
garding Jesus.

6. Carefully review the plan of salvation.

7. Re-incarnation is not Biblical for the follow-
ing reasons:

a. Salvation comes through Jesus not good
works (Eph. 2:8-10; 2 Cor. 5:21).

b. Human nature is fallen, we are not ex-
alted gods (Jer. 17:9; Isa. 54:6).

¢. There is no second chance after death
(Heb. 9:27,28; 2 Cor. 6:2).

d. The soul is not immortal (Ececl. 9:5; Ps.
115:17; Jn. 11:11-14).
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Hindus are generally quite tolerant with
Christians, particularly those living in a
Christian culture. Hindus living in the
United States or Western Europe will be
much easier to reach with the gospel than
Hindus living in India. The gospel is trans-
cultural. It penetrates the hearts of men and
women everywhere. It brings relief from op-
pressive burdens, deliverance from the
pangs of a guilty conscience, and assurance
in Christ. Share your personal testimony
with your Hindu friends and watch the Holy
Spirit work.
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The Muslim religion is one of the fastest
growing world religious. Its global scope em-
braces more than 800 million adherents.
Established by Mohammed in the early sev-
enth century, the Muslim faith emphasizes
total obedience to the one God, Allah (the
God of the Bible). The word Islam comes
from a root word meaning surrender, sub-
mitting oneselfto God, renouncing any other
object of worship. The idea of peace is asso-
ciated with the Arabic root salam. The pri-
mary religious duties of Islam are five:

1. To pronounce Shahada or testimony “There
is no God but Allah, and Mohammed is the
apostle of God.”

2. The ritual prayer (Salat) performed five
times a day (dawn, noon, afternoon, sun-
down, and evening) facing Mohammed’s
birthplace, Mecca.

3. Almsgiving (Zakat) or a fixed percentage tax
levied by Muslim governments upon the
faithful.

4. A fast during the month of Ramadan.

5. Hajj or a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in
a lifetime.

Muslims accept the Koran as the verbatim,
unadulterated, direct speech or language of
God. They trace their origin to Abraham
whom they believe offered up Ishmael as the
child of promise rather than Isaac. Tracing
their lineage through Abraham, Moses, and
John the Baptist, they believe Jesus simply
to be a prophet. Islam is closer to Judaism
and Christianity than any of the other great
orld religions. The Muslims claim Judiasm
iled and Christianity became spiritually
pt, therefore God raised up the prophet
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Mohammed to reform the corruptions of an |
apostate religion. i
Some doctrinal beli.efs held in |
common with Muslims |
1. Muslims believe in an almighty, all-know-
ing, loving God.

2. Muslims believe in the final judgment. They
accept the fact that human beings are mor-
ally responsible for their actions.

3. Muslims believe in a final resurrection from
the dead at the Messiah’s return.

4. Muslims give great emphasis to assisting
and helping the poor.

5. Muslims place priority on prayer.
6. Muslims forbid alcohol, gambling, and pork.

7. Muslims place emphasis on obedience to
God.

8. Muslims believe in a great controversy be-
tween good and evil.

Some Muslim beliefs contrary to
Biblical thought and Bible texts to
meet them

1. Jesus is a prophet but not the eternal
Son of God.
(See Jn. 8:58 compare with Ex. 3:14; Heb.

1:6-8; Mic. 5:2; Isa. 9:6.)

2. The Bible is not really reliable since it is
filled with human error and has not been
copied accurately.

(See2 Tim. 3:16;2 Pet. 1:21; Ps. 12: 6;7; Matt.
24:35; Ps. 119:105.)

3. Salvation is attained by following the
five religious duties of Islam.

(See Rom. 3:23; Isa. 59:1,2; Rom. 6:23; Eph.
2:8: Heb. 2:8,9; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13.)
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4. Revelations through Mohammed su-
persede the Bible. They provide a source
of salvation.

(See Jn. 17:17; 14:6; Acts 4:12; Isa. 45:22.)

Possible approaches to Muslim
friends

1. Develop a friendship based on the points we
hold in eommon.

2. Invite your Muslim friends to your home for
a vegetarian meal.

3. Share your concern for genuine Christian-
ity. Acknowledge the apostasy in Christian-
ity and the need for reform.

4. Studies on Biblical prophecy help to confirm
the authenticity of the scriptures.

(1}

. Since the Muslim family unit is extremely
strong with the father’s leadership role
highly respected, be sure to respect the Fa-
ther as the family leader.

6. Share literature such as Prophets and Kings

as well as Patriarchs and Prophets.

7. At an appropriate time, openly share your

personal testimony—describe the plan of
salvation in detail. Assert that Jesus
claimed to be the Son of God repeatedly.
Either He is divine or else He is a liar or a
lunatic. Since the Koran declares Him to be
a prophet, how could a righteous prophet lie
by attempting to deceive the world regard-
ing His identity.

Due to entrenched traditions, strong family
ties, and extremely strong societal pressures
winning Muslims to Christianity is ex-
tremely difficult. Be patient. Share truth
gradually. Focus on a positive relationship
with your Muslim colleagues then, at the
appropriate time, share Jesus.
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Jehovah’s Witnesses grew out of the Miller-
ite movement of the 1840’s. The organizer of
the movement, Charles Taze Russell (1852-
1916) had been influenced as a young man
by William Miller. Witnesses emphasize ab-
solute obedience to the one God, Jehovah,
aggressive door to door and street corner
evangelism, and the dramatic establish-
ment of God’s Kingdom through the final
Battle of Armageddon. They believe that
Christ will reign on earth during the millen-
nium (all during which resurrection and
judgment will take place). Witnesses are
distinet from mainline evangelical Chris-
tians since they reject the Trinity as a pagan
doctrine. They believe that Jesus was not
God, but the Son of God, the first of all God’s
creation. They see the Holy Spirit as the
power of God or an impersonal force.

Jehovah's Witnesses carry on an aggressive
publishing work. Their magazines Watch-
tower and Awake have a combined circula-
tion of well over 10 million representing the
largest publication of a religious journal in
America. After the death of Charles Taze
Russell, a new leader, Joseph F. Rutherford
developed new missionary techniques of
door-to-door ministry combined with dis-
tributing free Watch Tower and Awake mag-
azines. Each witness is urged to attend three
or four meetings at Jehovah's Witnesses
Kingdom Halls per week and put in a mini-
mum of 10 hours per month in door-to-door
ministry. Accepting the Biblical doctrine of
the priesthood of all believers, Witnesses
believe that baptism is ordination into
ministry. Each member accepts the fact
that he/she is a minister of Jehovah. Mid-
week meetings in Kingdom Halls are often
training sessions for ministry. Jehovah’s
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Witnesses also reject birthdays, Christmas
and Easter as pagan holidays. They refuse
to give blood, salute the flag or say the
Pledge of Allegiance based on what they
perceive to be exclusive obedience to God.
Although Jehovah’s Witnesses claim to have
no paid ministry, they do have “overseers” or
traveling ministers who visit the approxi-
mately 22 congregations making it a circuit
or district. These “ministers” are paid a sal-
ary.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Jehovah Witnesses

Ts
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The Priesthood of all believers—all are
called to witness.

. The state of the dead—human beings do not

have an immortal soul. Death is a sleep.

. The annihilation of the wicked—God will

not burn sinners in hell for millions of years.
They are ultimately consumed.

. Baptism is by immersion.

. Signs of the times—world conditions indi-

cate the end of all things is at hand.

Some major doctrinal misunder-
standings of Jehovah’s Witnesses
and Bible texts to meet them

1.

There is only one God Jehovah: Jesus is
a lesser god proceeding forth from the Fa-
ther. To meet this error please note the fol-
lowing:

a. BitherJesusis fully God or not God at all.
(Isa 43:10)

b. Who Is Jehovah?
Jehovah Is
Glory (Isa. 42:8) Glory (Matt. 16:27)

Creator (Isa. 40:28) Creator (Eph. 3:9)
Redeemer (Isa. 33:22) Redeemer (Acts 4:12)

Jesus is
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Judge (Isa. 33:22)
King (Isa. 33:22)
Rock (Deut. 32:3,4)
Beginning and Beginning and
Ending (Isa. 41:4) Ending (Rev. 1:8-11)

c. These texts indicate that the New Testa-
ment uses the same descriptions of Jesus
as the Old Testament does for Jehovah.
Jehovah is the family name for God,
sometimes applying to the Father but
encompassing also the work of His son. |
Deut. 6:4 declares the Lord (Jehovah) our
God (Elohim, plural) is one (BEchad—
compound unity indicating the fusion of |
two equals like day and night for one day,
or man and woman one flesh) is one |
(compound unity) Jehovah. |

d. Who Is Jesus?
(1.) Testimony of Prophet Isaiah (Isa.
9:6). [
(2.) Testimony of angels (Matt. 1:21). :
(3.) Testimony of Thomas (Jn. 20:26-28). |

(4.) Testimony of Jews (Lk. 5:21; Jn.
10:33).

(5.) Testimony of Jesus “I AM” (Jn.
8:58,59). “1 AM” is the self-existent
one only applied to Jehovah (Ex.
3:14).

(6.) Testimony of the Father (Heb. 1:7-9).
The Father calls the Son God.

e. Jesus as first born (compare Col. 1:15
with Heb. 1:6).

Judge (Jn. 5:22) |
King (Reuv. 19:11-16)
Rock (1 Cor. 10:4)

(1.) Jesus is called the first born from |

the dead. Was Jesus the first person
to be resurrected from the dead?
No (Lk. 7:11-15; 8:41,42,49-55; Jn.
11:38-44).

(2.) Obviously first-born from the dead
does not mean the one raised first
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but the one raised with the special
privilege of power over death.

(3.) David was the youngest son of Jesse
but said to be the first born (Ps.
89:20,27).

(4.) The Greek word “Prototokos” means
first born in the sense of privilege,
not chronological order. It refers to
first horn in the sense that Jesus has
the rights, privileges, and authority
of the first born. In ancient Israel
first born had the privilege of repre-
senting the Father. Jesus came to
reveal God’s glory (Jn. 14:9).

{. Jesus as the Only Begotten.

Jn. 3:16—the Greek word is Monogenes
which means “One of a Kind” or “Unique
One.” Jesus is unique in all of creation.
He is one of a kind—the divine son of God,
the eternal one dwelling in human flesh
revealing the Father in our midst.

g. Jesus as beginning of the creation of God.
(1.) Beginning of .creation of God—the
Greek word is Arche. Jesus is the
beginner or origin of God’s creation

(Rev. 3:14).

(2.) All things were made by Him (Jn.
1:3).

(3.) By Him all things were ereated (Col.
1:16,17; Heb. 11:3).

9 The law was done away in Christ:

(See Matt. 5:17,18; Jn. 14:15; Rom. 6:13,14;
3:98-31; Ps. 40:8; Heb. 8:10; I Jn. 2:3-6; Jas.
2:10-17.)

Christ’s personal presence was re-
vealed in a spiritual Second Coming in
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1914. Witnesses believe the word Parousia
describes the invisible presence of Jesus.

Note: Under Judge Rutherford’s leadership,
Witnesses taught that the Biblical prophets
mentioned in Heb. 11 such as Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob would be resurrected to live
in the Biblical House of Princes shortly after
1914, In fact Rutherford claimed that this
would occur in 1925 and published the idea
in his book, Millions Now Living Will Never
Die. Throughout their history Jehovah’s
Witnesses have continued to set dates for
the final Battle of Armageddon, the glorious
return of Christ (which they separate from
His parousia or invisible presence to estab-
lish His kingdom). Up until 1975 they taught
that the literal Battle of Armageddon would
occur in that year. (See Awake Magazine,
Oct. 8, 1968, for a chart depicting 1975 as the
year of the end).

Meaning of Parousia: a technical Greek term
describing the personal arrival or presence
of a person. Never in the Bible does it de-
scribe invisible presence (Mait. 24:3).

a. 1 Cor. 16:17—The Parousia or coming of
Stephanos was a real or literal event.

b. 2 Pet. 1:16—Jesus first Parousia was a
literal or personal event.

c. Lk 24:36-43,51—Jesus ascended with a
resurrected glorious body. He will de-
scend the same way.

. How Jesus will return

(See Matt. 24:27; 1 Thess. 4:16,17; Ps. 50:3;
Reuv. 1:7; Mait. 24:30; 16:27,28; 13:24-30.)

When Christ comes the world as we know it
will be destroyed (2 Pet. 3:10; 2 Thess. 1:7-9).

The resurrection will occur when Jesus re-
turns (I Cor. 15:51-54).
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The days of creation were 7,000 years
long.

a. The Hebrew word for day is Yom. Every
time a numeral precedes the word “day”
such as first day, second day, third day,
ete. by rules of Hebrew grammar it must
be a twenty-four hour period.

b. Ps. 33:6,9 and Heb. 11:3 indicates that
creation was an instantaneous event, not
a process over thousands of years.

c. If each day were 7,000 years, since the
days of creation were divided into equal
parts of light and darkness they would
consist of 3,500 years of darkness and
3,500 years of light. Consequently all
plant and animal life would have died
without light during the lengthy periods
of darkness before creation week was
over.

d. The commandments clearly iridicate that
Jehovah Himself declared creation con-

sists of seven Z24-hour periods (See Ex.
20:11).

Suggestions for working with
Jehovah’s Witnesses

T

2.

3.

Assert that everything must come directly
from the Bible (Jn. 17:17).

Choose one topic and one topic only to dis-
cuss.

Give them an opportunity to present their
version for 30 minutes.

4. Ask questions then present your view for 30

minutes. This enables a complete train of
thought to be presented on a single subject
rather than jumping from topic to topic.

. Do not begin with the Trinity. Choose a

subject such as Who Is Jesus? the Second
Coming of Christ, or Creation.
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6. Strongly emphasize the peace that comes Jews
from knowing Jesus. Since Jehovah’'s
Witnesses are in bondage to legalism, the God’s heart longs over the Jewish nation.
Gospel is the real answer. Jerusalem is the city He wept over (Lk.

19:41). The Old Testament Scriptures are
filled with promises of both blessings and
curses for the Jewish nation. (Deut. 28)
Throughout the Bible, obedience has re-
sulted in abundance while disobedience has
resulted in her people being scattered, tor-
tured, and martyred. Two thousand years
ago, Jesus came to His own people but they
did not receive Him (Jn. 1:11). Rejecting the
Mesgsiah, the Jewish leaders sealed the
nation’s destiny. Their cup of iniquity was
full. God established the Christian church as
His new Israel, a kingdom of priests to share
the gospel of love and forgiveness with the
world (Dan. 9:23-27; Matt. 23:37,38). Al-
though Israel as a nation rejected His love
and corporately is no longer His formal cho-
sen people, the Bible predicts scores of Jews
will one day accept God’s last day message
(Rom. 11:23,24). In God’s eves, His church is
spiritual Israel. Those who accept Christ
and His truth become Jews according to the
promise given to Abraham (Gal. 3:27-29).
Ellen White also predicts that many Jews
will accept Christ and assist in preparing the
world for His soon return.

“There will be many converted from among
| the Jews, and these converts will aid in
preparing the way of the Lord, and making
straight in the desert a highway for our
God.” (Kvangelism, p. 574).

When the loud cry of the angel of Revelation
18 illuminates the world through the
preaching and living of the gospel by Christ’s
church, thousands of Jews will be converted
in a day as at Pentecost. Now is the time to
kindly reach out to our Jewish neighbors in
the spirit of God’s love.
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Key facts in ancient Jewish history

1. Abraham—called by God to become the spir-
itual Father of God’s people (2000 B.C).

(See Gen. 12:1-9.)

9. Egyptian bondage (approximately 1875 B.C.
to 1445 B.C.—430 years).
(See Ex. 12:40; Gal. 217.)

3. Moses—leads Israel from Egyptian bondage
(15th century B.C.).

4. David—Israel's most glorious period. Dur-
ing the kingdom period, David prepared for
the building of the temple and Solomon ac
complished it (1000 B.C.).

5. Nebuchadnezzar-——attacked Jerus_;adem.
Scores of intelligent young H?,b_rews, includ-
ing Daniel, were led into captivity (605B.C.).

6. Cyrus——defeated Babylon allowing Israel-
ites to go free (538 B.C.).

7. Babylonian captivity (605 B.C. to 535 B.C.).
(See Dan. 9:1,2; 9 Chron. 36:21.)

8. Destruction of J erusalem—by Titus (70
AD).

Judaism Today

Judaism today may be divided into four
main groups:
a. Secular J ews—Often atheistic viewpoint,

Jewish by traditional upbringing of birth

and descent.

b. Liberal/Reform Jews—DBroad view o_f
scriptures observance of Sabbath, holi-
days as traditions; usually do not observe

Jewish dietary laws.

¢. Conservative Jews—Emphasize the pres-
ervation of J udaism by passing on centu-
ries old traditions with an updated
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version of Jewish life for contemporary
society.

d. Orthodox Jews—Ultra-strict, most con-
servative in diet, dress, Sabbath-keeping
and Jewish feasts. Some are strongly Zi-
onistic.

Some Doctrinal truths held in
common with Jews

1. Healthful living
9 Anunderstanding of death

3. An appreciation of the Old Testament
scriptures

4. The Seventh-day Sabbath
5. The belief that the Messiah will come.

Possible approaches for Jews

1. Develop a caring friendship. Express appre-
ciation for Jewish culture and history. Share
your conviction that the ancient Hebrew
prophets were inspired by God.

9. Share with your J ewish friend that you be-
lieve God has made of “one blood” all nations.
Both Christians and Jews are descendants
from Abraham.

3. Express the thought openly that Seventh-
day Adventists see themselves as spiritual
Jews. We accept the dietary laws of the Old
Testament as well as the Biblical Sabbath.

4. Discuss only those points we hold in com-

mon during your early visits. Our Jewish
friends often appreciate good reading mate-
rial. Books especially helpful include Flee the
Captor by John Weidner, Israel’s Pre-exis-
tent Messiah and Daniel’s Prophetic Jig-saw
Puzzle by Robert Odom, The Quest of a Jew
by Samuel Jacobson, The Almost Forgotten
Day by Mark A. Finley, Patriarchs and
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Prophets and Prophets and Kings by Ellen
G. White.

. Invite your Jewish friends to a Breathe-Free
Plan. to Stop Smoking, nutrition series or
vegetarian cooking school. Health programs
are excellent events to break down preju-
dice.

. When you actually enter into religious dis-
cussion with your Jewish friends, ask ques-
tions such as the following:

a. In your opinion, what brought about the
prosperity of the nation of Israel during
Bible times? Why did God allow the
Egyptian bondage, the Babylonian cap-
tivity, and the destruction of Jerusalem?
(See Deut. 28; Jer, 17.)

b. Who was Isaiah the prophet talking
about in Isa. 537 Read Isa. 53 aloud with
your friend.

c. Review the Old Testament prophecies re-
lating to the Messiah in Dan. 9:23-27;
Mic. 5:2; Isa. 9:6; 7:14; Ps. 22; and Gen.
49:10.

d. Share your testimony describing the
peace, forgiveness, freedom from guilt
and assurance of salvation that Jesus
gives you personally.

e. Invite your Jewish friend to systemati-
cally study the ancient prophecies of Dan-
iel with you.

Many Christians have a difficult time re-
lating to the Jews. Following the princi-
ples outlined above, you will find contacts
with your Jewish friends extremely re-
warding.
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Lutheranism grew out of Catholicism in the
16th century. The powerful teachings of
Martin Luther coupled with the power of the
German princes who supported him, created
a major break from the authority of Rome.
Luther believed in the supremacy of the
Word above tradition. He emphasized salva-
tion by grace alone in Christ, the Priesthood
of all believers, and man’s innate sinfulness
and lostness without God’s free gift. Luther
saw the whole point of Christ’s coming as to
bring salvation. Human beings could not
earn it by themselves. Luther’s translation
of the New Testament, published in 1522,
and the Old Testament, in 1534, quickly
became best sellers as they were widely cir-
culated through Germany. Luther found no
basis in the Bible for a celibate priesthood,

so broke with tradition and married a former
nun. His heart burned with the desire to

proclaim God’s Word as final authority on
matters of faith and doctrines. Today, there
are over 10 separate Lutheran bodies with

close to 10 million members in America.

Through the years Lutheranism has become

significantly more liberal in its approach to

the scriptures. There are a variety of beliefs

within Lutheranism today. Some deny the

virgin birth, question a literal seven-day cre-

ation week, reject a universal flood, and se-

riously wonder about Jesus’ Second Coming.

Most Lutherans are not the careful Bible

students they were in former years.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Lutherans

1. The authority of God’s Word.

2. Salvation by grace alone.

3. The literal Second Coming of Christ.
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4. The Godhead.
5. Obedience to God.

Some major doctrinal
misunderstandings of Lutherans
and Bible texts to meet them
1. Baptism by sprinkling:
(See Matt. 28:19,20; Mk. 16:16; Matt. 3:13-

17: Acts 8:26-38; Jn. 3:22; Rom. 6:1-8; Col.
2:12.)

2. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has animmortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinct from the body but which
leaves the hody at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See I Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; oJn. 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

3. Sunday sacredness: The belief that since
Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12,20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Rev.
1:10; Matt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

4. Church/state relations: Luther believed
in strong cooperation between church and
state. He saw the church used of God to
influence Christian legislation.

5. Communion: Lutherans place great em-
phasis on what they call con-substantiation
or Christ’s real presence in the communion
bread. The Bible teaches that communion is
a symbol of Christ’s death received by faith
(1 Cor. 11:23-28). The “I AM” statements of
Jesus do not denote literal presence. Com-
parison: “I am the light,” “I am the good
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shepherd,” “I am the Vine," “I am the Rock,”
suggests a symbolic description of one aspect
of Christ’s work.

Approaches to the Lutheran mind

1.

[\

Develop a strong bond of friendship. Empha-
size the authority of scripture. Affirm that
salvation is only through Christ. Make it
plain that you believe salvation is only by
grace through faith in Christ.

. Present the prophecies to clearly establish

God’s Word (Dan. 2; Matt. 24, divinity of
Christ).

As soon as possible enter into systematic,
regular Bible studies.

. Lutherans often have a clear view of the

plan of salvation but never have been ex-
posed to a detailed Biblical study of the
prophecies.

. Emphasize the fact that obedience is always

response to God’s love. His love constrains
us (2 Cor. 5:14). It causes us to do things
—the Saviour has declared “If you love me
keep my commandments (Jn. 14:15). Love
always leads to obedience (Rom. 13:10). It
always responds positively to God’s com-
mands (Rev. 14:12).

. The essential issue for each Lutheran is

whether they will follow additional light
going beyond Luther or lose what they once
had (Jn. 12:35). Light is progressive (Prou.
4:18). It keeps moving on.

A study on “Why so many Denominations”
(the need for continually following more
light is always helpful.)




Methodists

The regular church life of Lutherans and
Calvinists had taken on a certain rigid for-
mality in the mid-17th and 18th century.
Methodism grew out of German pietistic
movements who emphasized

1. A Bible-centered faith.
9. The genuine Christian life

3. Free expression of faith in hymns, tes-
timonies and evangelical zeal.

Methodism’s founder, John Wesley (1703-
1791) attended Oxford University to study
for the ministry. While at Oxford, he founded
areligious society called “The Holy Club” (by
other students). Since their habits were ex-
tremely disciplined and strict, they earned
the title of the Methodists. After his mirac-
ulous conversion at the Aldersgate Chapel
on May 24, 1738, due to a lay preacher read-
ing Luther’s epistle to the Romans, he estab-
lished Methodist societies throughout
England. These societies placed emphasis
on holiness, growth in grace, and living the
Christian life. In an age of religious formal-
ism, Wesley's teachings were like a breath of
Christian fresh air. Today there are between
10 and 11 million Methodists in the United
States. The piety of the past is generally
gone. A significant number of Methodists
today doubt the fundamentals of Christian-
ity such as the virgin birth, the divinity of
Christ, creation, the flood, the miracles of
Christ, and the Second Coming.

Some doctrinal truths held in
common with Methodists

1. The Godhead (Trinity).
2. Salvation by grace.
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3. Emphasis on holiness, sanctification and
growth in grace.

4. Reject eternally burning hell.
5. Celebrate the Lord’s supper.

Some major doctrinal
misunderstandings of Methodists
and Bible texts to meet them

1. Reject literal Second Coming:

(See 1 Thess. 4:16,17; Rev. 1:7; Matt. 16:17;
Matt. 24:27)

2. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has animmortal, indestruct-
sble soul distinet from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7;. Eccl. 12:7;
Job 27:8; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; John 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

3. Sunday sacredness: The belief that since
Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12,20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Rev.
1:10; Matt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

4. Infant baptism/adult baptism: although
occasionally adult believers are baptized by
jmmersion the church has officially retained

sprinkling in the creed.

(See Matt. 28:19,20; Mk. 16:16; Jn. 3:5; Acts
2:38-41: Acts 8:26-38; Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:1-8.)

5. Many reject the authority of the Bible.

Many Methodists have serious doubts about
the inspiration of the Old and New Testa-
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ments. They believe the Bible contains the
Word of God but question whether it is in
fact the Word of God. Often they believe itis
historically and culturally conditioned.

(Seedn. 17:17;2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Pet. 1:20,21;
Matt. 4:4.)

Approaches for the Methodist Mind

1

4,

Emphasize their roots and similarity with
Adventists. Express appreciation for
Wesley’s concept that grace is free to all. God
doesn’t merely choose a few who will be
saved. Discuss the fact that Wesley rightly
understood the need for Christian growth,
sanctification, and holiness in the life.

. Mention that Methodism, like many

churches, has tended to drift from its former
heritage.

. Studies on the authority and inspiration of

the Bible, Dan. 2, and Matt. 24 establish the
credibility of the Bible.

As soon as possible enter into weekly sys-
tematic Bible study discussions.

Note: The Methodist organizational structure

of conferences is similar to the Adventist
organizational structure, Scores of early Ad-
ventists had Methodist backgrounds, thus
we see reflected within Adventism a strong
influence from Methodism in both our un-
derstanding of doctrine and organizational
structure. This is still one more evidence
that God’s light is progressive.
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Mormons
(Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints)

The founder of the church, Joseph Smith
claimed that in the spring of 1820 he had a
vigion in which he saw God and Jesus Christ.
He was told not to join any church but to
establish the church of Christ in its fullness.
In September of 1823, the angel Moroni pur-
portedly appeared to Smith in a vision to tell
him that a book containing the history of the
ancient inhabitants of America was buried
in a hill ealled Cumorah, about four miles
from Palmyra, New York. The next day
Smith supposedly found the book. Although
not allowed to look at it until 1827, he even-
tually translated its golden plates. Com-
bined with visions and revelation, its
teachings formed the basis for the Book of
Mormon. Smith wrote two other books,
Doctrine and Covenants and The Pearl of
Great Price. Mormons are industrious, hard
working, morally upright, temperate people,
yet most of their doctrines find little har-
mony with the Bible.

Mormons believe:

1. The Bible is the Word of God only as far as
it is correctly translated. They believe the
Book of Mormon is superior to the Bible
because the words are “pure” words.

2. Man pre-existed with God as an immortal
soul before being created. One of the reasons
for creation was to create bodies for these
souls.

3. God was pleased when Adam and Eve sinned
because the earth would now be populated.

4. There are immortal souls now living in the
Spirit world with Jesus preaching the gospel
to them.
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5. They must hold baptismal services for the
dead in Mormon Temples.

6. Jesus was married to Mary, Martha, and
the other Mary at the wedding feast of Cana
(Journal of Discourses, vol. 4, p. 259, by
Brigham Young). They accept polygamy or
multiple marriages where the law of the
land permits it.

7. Marriage must be sealed for time and eter-
nity in a Mormon Temple.

8. There are three degrees of heaven—the ce-
lestial (for faithful Mormons), the terrestrial
(for Mormons not S0 faithful), and the telest-
ral (for others who will be gervants). In es-
sence all humanity will receive eternal life
yet some will become servants of others.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Mormons
1. Mormons are faithful tithe payers.

2. Mormons are concerned about their health,
refraining from alcohol and tobacco.

3. Mormons accept the concept of the Gift of
Prophecy in the church today.

4. Mormons believe in baptism by immersion.

5. Mormons accept the idea that the religious
bodies today are “fallen Babylon” and Chris-
tianity needs a return to New Testament
teachings.

Some major doctrinal
misunderstandings of Mormons and
Bible texts to meet them

1. The Bible is mistranslated

(See 2 Tim. 3:15,16; Jn. 17:17:5:39; Ps. 12:6;
2 Pet. 1:21; Matt. 4:4.)

2. Baptism for the dead: A belief based on a
misunderstanding of 1 Cor. I 5:29. In the
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New Testament baptism is always a per-
sonal decision indicating belief in Christ,
repentance from sin, and acceptance of
Jesus teachings.

(See Acts 2:38-41; Mk. 16:16; Mati. 28:19,20.)

In the New Testament salvation is based on
a personal choice. No one can provide that
opportunity for another.

(See Rev. 22:17; Ps. 49:7.)

In 1 Cor. 15:29 the apostle Paul is arguing
in favor of the resurrection. He thus raises a
question. If the dead are not raised at all,
why then are you baptized for (Greek trans-
lation in behalf of, or because of)? When
Christ returns the dead in Christ will be
resurrected and the righteous living caught
up with them to meet Jesus in the air (1
Thess. 4:16,17). To be baptized in behalf of
or because of the dead means to be baptized
as a result of their godly influence and Chris-
tian lives and thus prepare to meet them in
eternity.

(See Heb. 11:39,40.)

3. Sunday worship: Mormons believe that
the first day of the week, Sunday, is called
“The Sabbath” eight times in the original
Greek Bible. This is based on a total mis-
understanding of the word for week which
comes from the same root word in the origi-
nal as the word for Sabbath, butis a different
word.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:20; Lk.
4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Lk. 6:5;
Matt. 12:8; Isa. 66:22,23.)

4. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has animmortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinct from the body but which

leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.
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(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
74.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“goul” 1,600 times and never once says “m-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

Is the Gospel of Mormonism the
Gospel of the Bible?

Was Jesus conceived by the Holy Ghost?
Biblical response: Matt. 1:18-21; Lk. 1:35.
Mormon response:

Possible approaches to the Mormon
mind

1. Develop a close bond of friendship.

9. Invite them over for a meal.

3. Mormons have extremely close fam_jly ties,
therefore respect the family unit by inviting
the entire family to study the Bible with you.

4. Present a study on the Inspiration of the
Bible.

5. Share your personal testimony with Jesus
Christ.

6. After 3-5 weeks of study present the topic
“Is the Gospel of Mormonism the Gospel of
the Bible?”

7. Lovingly appeal to your Mormon friends to
follow the true Christ.

To assist you in your work with Mormons I
have included a Bible study entitled “Is the
Gospel of Mormonism the Gospel of the
Bible?” You will find the teachings of the
Mormon Church preceeded by Bible texts
which clearly expose the error of these
teachings.
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Brigham Young, the second president of the
Mormon Church, once stated:

“Now remember from this time forth and
for ever, that Jesus Christ was not begot-
ten by the Holy Ghost” (Journal of Dis-
courses, vol. 1, p. 51).

Joseph Fielding Smith, President of the
Twelve Apostles, has denied that the Book
of Mormon and the Bible teach that Christ
was begotten by the Holy Ghost. He stated
as follows:

“They tell us the Book of Mormon states
that Jesus was begotten of the Holy Ghost.
I challenge that statement. The book of
Mormon teaches no such thing! neither
does the Bible.” (Doctrines of Salvation, vol.
1. p. 19).

Was Jesus born of a virgin?
Biblical response: Isa. 9:6; Isa. 7:14.
Mormon response:

In a discourse delivered, April, 9, 1852, Brig-
ham Young declared:

“When the Virgin Mary conceived the child
Jesus, the Father had begotten him in his
own likeness. He was not begotten by the
Holy Ghost. And who is the Father? He is the
first of the human family;...1 could tell
you much more about this; but were I to tell
you the whole truth, blasphemy would be
nothing to it, in the estimation of the super-
stitious and over-righteous of mankind.
However, I have told you the truth as far as
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Mormons
1 have gone. ... Jesus our elder brother, was “The birth of the Saviour was as natural as
begotten in the flesh by the same character are the births of our children: if was the
that was in the Garden of Eden, and who is result of natural action. He partook of flesh
our Father in heaven. Now, let all who may and blood—was begotten ofhis Father,aswe
hear these doctrines, pause before they are of our fathers” (Journal of Discourses,
make light of them, or treat them with indif- vol. 8, p. 115).

ference, for they will prove their salvation or

! Heber C. Kimball, who was a member of the
damnation.” (Journal of Discourses, vol. 1,

Tirst Presidency of the Mormon Church,

pp. 50-51) made this statement:

This same type of reasoning led the Apostle In relation to the way in which I look upon
Orson Pratt to say: the works of God and his creatures, I will say
«The fleshly body of Jesus required a mother that I was naturally begotten; so was my
as well as a father. Therefore, the father and father, and also my Saviour Jesus Christ.
mother of Jesus, according to the flesh must According to the Scriptures, he is the first
have been associated together in the capacity | begotten of his father in the flesh, and there
of husband and wife; hence the virgin Mary was nothing unnatural about it” (Journal of
must have been, for the time being, the lawful Discourses, vol. 8, p. 211).

wife of God the Father: we use the term

; Where is the source of Salvation?
lawful wife, because it would be blasphe-

mous in the highest degree to say that he Biblical response: Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:12.
OVershadOWed her or begat a Saviour unlaw- Mormon response:

fully:.. .:H_e hada I?W{‘:ﬂ ncgilt;;gvilfs zaggz «TTnconditional or general salvation, that
the 3711813 %\)/Iar{ I slor'ls alfhough sho s which comes by grace alone without obedi-
2:;10111523 e eﬁ:}t }fer' o e law which he ence to gospel law, consists in the mere fact

of being resurrected...This kind of salvation
eventually will come to all mankind...Thisis
not the salvation of righteousness, the salva-

gave to govern men and women was not m
tended to govern himself, or to prescribe
mleg for his own coniiluctalt Rras_ alls& laiwﬁ:i D e the saints seck. Those g o
e hl? aft: N Sg:;n % th:rs e??;ou:gd husb'g;ld only this general or unconditional salvation
ve her to ] : - C :
%’hether God thg Father gave Mary to Jo- | V‘;'(l)ilksbe,rhé uﬁd baecrfa?nl;crl;éldg i:loet ;};ir
seph for time only or for time and eternity, i % by L ...beC ¥
we are not informed. Inasmuch as God was (they) will be ministering servants o more

the first husband to her, it may be that he worthy persons” (Mormorn Doctrine, p. 669).
only gave her to be the wife of Joseph while Immortality not eternal life: “Conditional
in the mortal state, and that he intended or individual salvation, that which comes by
after the resurrection to take her as his wife grace coupled with gospel obedience consists
in eternity. (The Seer, P- 158). in receiving an inheritance in the celestial
Bricham Y \ained the birth of Christ kingdom, however, those who do not go on to

nfgnam oung exp exaltation will have immortality only, and
as follows:

not eternal life... They will live separately and
singly in an unmarried state...
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«Full salvation is attained by virtue of
knowledge, truth, righteousness, and all
true principles...Without the atonement, the
gospel, the priesthood, and the se_sahng
power, there would be no salvation. Without
continuous revelation...there would be no
galvation. Ifithad not been for Joseph Smith
and the restoration, there would be no sal-
vation.

“There is no salvation outside The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” (Mor-
mon Doctrine, pp- 669-670)

Are there sins too great for the blood of

Christ to atone?

Riblical response: I Pet. 2:20-24.

Mormon response:

In the book, Doctrines of Salvation, Joseph
Fielding Smith states:

“Joseph Smith taught that there were cer-
tain sins so grievous that man may commit,
that they will place the iransgressors be?rond
the power of the atonement of Christ. If
these offenses are committed, then the blood
of Christ will not eleanse them from their
sins even though they repent. Therefore
their only hope is to have their blood
shed to atone, as jar as possible, in their
behalf.....

«And men for certain crimes have had fo
atone as far as they could for their sins
wherein they have placed themselves beyond
the redeeming power of the blood of
Christ’ (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, pp.
135-136).

How can such sins be forgiven?

Biblical response: Jn. 3:16; Gal. 2:20; 1 Jn.
1:7-9; Matt. 12:32.

Mormon Tesponse:
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Brigham Young, the second President of the
Mormon Church, said:

“There are sins that men commit for which
they cannot receive forgiveness in this world,
or in that which is to come, and if they had
their eyes open to see their true condition,
they would be perfectly willing to have their
blood spilt upon the ground, that the smoke
thereof might ascend to heaven as an offer-
ing for their sins; and the smoking incense
would atone for their sins, whereas, if such
is not the case, they will stick to them and
remain upon them in the spirit world.

«T know, when you hear my brethren telling
about cutting people off from the earth,
that you consider it is strong doctrine, but it
is to save them, not to destroy them ...

¢And furthermore, I know that there are
transgressors, who, if they knew them-
selves, and the only condition upon which
they can obtain forgiveness, would beg of
their brethren to shed their blood that the
smoke thereof might ascend to God as an
offering to appease the wrath that is kindled
against them, and that the law might have
its course. I will say further; I have had men
come to me, and offer their lives to atone for
their sins.

“It is true that the blood of the Son of God
was ched for sins through the fall and those
committed by men, yet men can commit sins
which it can never remit. As it was in ancient
days, so it is in our day; and though the
principles are taught publicly from this
stand, still the people do not understand the;
yet the law is precisely the same. There are
sins that can be atoned for by an offering
upon an altar, as in ancient days; and there
are sins that the blood of a lamb, of a calf, or
of turtle doves, cannot remit, but they must
be atoned for by the blood of the man. That is
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the reason why men talk to you as they do
from this stand; they understand the doctr-
ine and throw out a few words about it. You
have been taught that doetrine, but you do
pot understand it.” (Sermon by Brigham
Young, Journal of Discourses, vol. 4, pp. 53-
54: Desert News, 1856, p. 235).

Can individuals be saved in their sins—
without repentance and confession?

Biblical response: Acts I 6:30,31; Acts 3:1 9,20,
Mormon response:

Brigham Young, the second President of the
Mormon Church, stated:

“[ et me suppose a case. Suppose you found
your brother in bed with your wife, and put
a javelin through both of them, you
would be justified, and theywould atone
for their sins, and be received into the
kingdom of god. I would at once do so In
such a case; and under such circumstances,
I have no wife whom I love so well that I
would not put a javelin through her heart,
and 1 would do it with clean hands...

“There is not a man or womait, who violates
the covenants made with their God, that will
not be required to pay the debt. The blood of
Christ will never wipe that out, your owrn
blood must atone for it.. " (Journal of Dis-
courses, vol, 3, D. 247)

What about the present? Joseph Fielding
Smith, official historian of the Mormon
Church in recent years, has been th_e
“Spokesman” for many years through his
writings. He says:

“Dest mpem may commit certain grievous
sins...that will place him beyond the reach of’
the atoning blood of Christ. _Therefore their
only hope is to have their own blood shed to
atone..” (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1, pp.
134-135, Joseph Fielding Smith,).
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Does this mean the individuals blood
must be shed?

Joseph Fielding Smith, the Mormon histo-
rian, makes this statement concerning the
doctrine of “Blood Atonement”

“«Just a word or two now, on the subject of
blood atonement. What is that doctrine?
Unadulterated, if you please, laying aside
the pernicious insinuations and lying
charges that have so often been made, it is
simply this: Through the atonement of
Christ all mankind may be saved, by obedi-
ence to the laws and ordinances of the gos-
pel.....

“But man may commit certain grievous sins
__according to his light and knowledge —
that will place him beyond the reach of the
atoning blood of Christ. If then he would be
saved he must make sacrifice of his own life
fo atone—so far as in his power lies—for that
sin, for the blood of Christ alone under cer-
tain circumstances will not avail .” (Ibid. pp.

133-134).

Bruce McConkie, of the First Council of Sev-
enty, stated as follows in his book, Mormon
Doctrine: “...under certain circumstances
there are some serious sins for which the
cleansing of Christ does not operate, and the
law of god is that men must have their
own blood shed to atone for their sins..”
(p. 87).

B. H. Roberts, who was a Mormon Church
historian, described the doctrine of blood
atonement as follows: “...what is needful for
the salvation of the soul where one’s sins
place him beyond the reach of vicarious
means of salvation—then it is the shedding
of the sinner’s own blood that must here
be referred to” (A Comprehensive History of
the Church, by B. H. Roberts, vol. 4, p. 129).
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Is this love?
Biblical response: I Jn. 4:8-10,19-21.
Mormon response:

This is loving your brother: “(S)uppose
that he is overtaken in a gross fault...that he
knows will deprive him of what exalta-
tion...that he cannot attain to it without the
shedding of his blood, and also knows that
by having his blood shed, he will atone for
that sin, and be saved and exalted with the
Gods, is there a man or woman in this house
but what would say ‘shed my blood that I
may be saved and exalted with the Gods?”

“Will you love that man or woman well
enough to shed their blood? 1 could refer you
to plenty of instances where men have been
righteously slain, in order to atone for their
sins....the wickedness and ignorance of the
nations forbids this principle’s being in full
force, but the time will come, when the law
of God will be in full forece.

«This is loving our neighbor as ourselves; if
he needs help, help him; and if he wants
salvation and it is necessary to spill his
blood....that he may be saved, spill it...That
is the way to love mankind” (Prophet Brig-
ham Young, discourse delivered February 8,
1857. Printed in Desert News, February 18,
1857, also Journal of Discourses, vol 4, pp.
219-220).
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The Nazarene church grew out of the Holi-
ness Associations of the Eastern States and
California. Organized in Chicago in 1907
they have grown to over 300,000 members in
the United States. They have a strong mis-
sion emphasis supporting eight colleges and
a theological seminary. Conservative, fun-
damental Christians, the Nazarenes believe
in:

. The Bible as the inspired word of God.
. The literal Second Coming of Christ.

. Salvation by faith in Christ alone.

. The immortality of the soul.

. Eternal torment.

. Sunday sacredness.

_ Avoidance of alcohol and tobacco.

o =3 G O o W N

. Separation from the world and a conser-
vative life style.

9. Baptism by immersion.

Nazarenes are fundamental Christians who
hold high moral and ethical standards. Be-
lieving the Bible is the inspired word of God,
they accept it as a moral imperative for life.
They have a strong sense that God has
raised up their movement to once again ele-
vate the moral standard of Christianity.
They see themselves as reformers. Their
high Biblical standards are to be com-
mended, yet they have not gone far enough.
Unwittingly they still retain the twin errors
of the immortality of the soul and Sunday
sacredness. In working with this group, be
prepared to give a comprehensive Bible
study on such subjects as the law, the Sab-
bath and change, the fall of Babylon, why so
many different denominations, as well as
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the prophetic rise of Adventism. It is our
prophetic message and an understanding of
Reuv. 10, 12, 14, 17 and 18 which will make a
significant impact on Nazarenes.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Nazarenes

1. The Bible is God’s Word.

2. The Trinity or Godhead.

3. Salvation only through Christ.
4. The Second Coming of Christ.
5. Sanctification.

6. The necessity for prayer and devotional life.

Some major doctrinal
misunderstandings of Nazarenes
and Bible texts to meet them

1. Sunday sacredness: The belief that since
Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12-20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Rev.
1:10; Matt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

2. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has an immortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinet from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Eccl. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “in-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

3. Eternal torment: The belief that God pun-
ishes the lost in hell for eternity.

(See Mal. 4:1-3; Ps. 37:10,11,20,38; Jude 7;
2 Pet. 2:6; Rev. 20:9; Heb. 12:29.)
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Possible Approaches to Nazarenes

1. Establish a strong, Christ-centered friend-
ship.

2. Emphasize salvation by Christ alone, the

need for Bible support of every teaching and
the soon return of Christ.

3. Share a study on the fall of Christianity,
apostasy within the church, and God’s plan
for restoration.

4. Nazarenes will particularly respond to pro-
phetic studies on Daniel and Revelation.

5. Share a study on Rev. 14, going over the
three angels’ messages step-by-step.
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Pentecostalism is often referred to as “the
third force” in Christianity along side tra-
ditional Catholicism and historic Protes-
tantism. Pentecostals are rapidly growing
throughout the world. Numbering over 100
million in at least 15 major assemblies and
many small independent groups, they par-
ticularly emphasize the Baptism of the Holy
Spirit accompanied by speaking in tongues
(glossalalia), divine healing, and the charis-

Pentecostals

5. The Lord’s Supper (some practice foot wash-
ing).

6. The Virgin Birth.

7. The gifts of the Spirit will be manifest in the
church today including the Biblical gift of
prophecy.

Some major doctrinal

misunderstanding of Pentecostals

and Bible texts to meet them

1. The secret rapture: The belief that Christ

matic gifts of the early church. The actual
Pentecostal movement began in the United
States as an outgrowth of the holiness move-
ment of the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. The
20th century growth of Pentecostalism is
one of the world’s remarkable phenomena in
modern Christianity. Pentecostals are found
all over the world, with large concentrations
in South America, Inter-America, and Af-
rica, as well as the United States. Even in
secular Europe, Pentecostals are growing. In
an age of formalism in many main line reli-
gious bodies, the spontaneity, joy, and ferver
of Pentecostalism services attract thou-
sands. Shunning elaborate liturgies, they
attempt to adhere to the simplicity of the
early church. At times their spontaneous
services, including testimonies, tongues,
and healing, become disorderly.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Pentecostals

1. The Bible as the only rule of faith and prac-
tice.

2. Salvation through the blood of Christ.
3. The fact of Jesus’ soon return.
4. Baptism by immersion.
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will return secretly prior to the tribulation
(plagues) to snatch away or rapture His
church leaving the unsaved on earth to suf-
fer through the plagues.

(See I Thess. 4:16,17; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Matt.

13:30; Lk. 17: 26-37; Rev. 19:12-21; Matt.
24:27; Ps. 50:3; Rev. 1:7.)

. Immortality of the soul: The belief that

each individual has an immortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinct from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Eeel. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

_ Once saved always saved: The belief that

once an individual comes to Christ they can
never lose their salvation.

(See 1 Cor. 15:1,2; 2 Pet. 2:20-22; 1 Cor. 9:27
[The word castaway here is the same word
used in Jer. 6:30 for burned or rejectedl;
Heb. 4:4-7: Rev. 3:5; see also Phil. 4:3—
When we accept Christ, our names are
placed in the Book of Life. Since they can be
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removed, it is possible for those who once
accepted to reject.)

Many Pentecostals do not believe once saved
always saved, however, you will find individ-
ual Pentecostals who believe that once
they’ve spoken in tongues, they are sealed
with Christ and cannot be lost. For that
reason, we have included this section.

. Sunday sacredness: The belief that since
Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12,20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Rev.
1:10; Matt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

. Speaking in tongues: A sign of the infill-
ing of the Holy Spirit manifest in ecstatic
utterance (the language of the Holy Spirit)
not understood by the speaker but under-
stood only by God. Most Pentecostals believe
that without tongues there is no baptism of
the Holy Spirit.

a. Explain to your Pentecostal friend that
you believe in the genuine, authentic,
Biblical gift of tongues.

b. Establish that it is God who chooses who
receives what gift. The gifts are individu-
ally distributed by God as He deems best
(1 Cor. 12:11).

c. Point out that everyone does not receive
the gift of tongues. Tongues is only one of
a long list of gifts and a lesser one at that
(1 Cor. 12: 27-31).

d. Love is more important to God than
tongues or prophecy. (1 Cor. 13:1,2)

e. The sign of the infilling of the Holy Spirit
is a loving heart which desires to witness
for Jesus (Acts 1:6-8).

f. Tongues are not specifically given for be-
lievers to edify themselves but as a con-
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firmatory sign to convince unbelievers of
the gospel (1 Cor. 14:22).

g. Tongues are a real language given by God
so the language barrier can be broken in
the communication of the gospel (Acis
2:4-11).

h. In 1 Cor. 14 Paul argues for intelligent
speech not unintelligible gibberish (1 Cor.
14:7-19).

i. The apostle gives the following controls if
tongues are used in the church.

(1.) Only one person may speak at a
time. There should be no spontane-
ous outbursts with many people
speaking at once (I Cor. 14:26,27).

(2.) No more than two or at the most
three people should speak at any
given service (I Cor. 14:26,27).

(3.) There must be an interpreter of the
foreign language so the entire con-
gregation will receive the benefit of
what is spoken and participate in
the worship service together (1 Cor.
14:28).

j. The fullness of God’s Holy Spirit is poured
out upon those who are lovingly obedient

to God’s truth (Acts 5:32; Jn. 14:15,16).

Approaches for the Pentecostal mind

1.

In approaching your Pentecostal friends,
openly affirm your great love for the Lord.

. Share with them your personal experience

with Jesus as the ground of your assurance
for eternal life. Point out the word of God
must be the basis of our faith (Jn. 17:17).

. Our emotions are not trustworthy. Some

times they are up and other times they are
down. Satan can manipulate the emotions.
He can even counterfeit genuine miracles or
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4.

10.

11

12.

signs and wonders in an attempt to deceive
(Matt. 24:24; Rev. 16:13,14).

Some will declare Christ has worked power-
fully for them. They will even cast out de-
mons in His name but He will say “I never
knew you” (Matt. 7:21-23).

Faith must be based on God’s written word
if it will stand (Matt. 7:24).

Our only safeguard is knowing God’s word
and living by His truth (Isa. 8:20).

It is the truth which sets us free from error
(Jn. 8:32).

. It is the Holy Spirit which wrote the Bible
(2 Pet. 1:21).

. To be filled with the Holy Spirit means to
accept the words of Jesus as my own (Jn.
6:63).

The greatest miracle is that of a changed
heart (Jn. 3:2-7).

To look for spectacular miracles while re-
jecting truth is unbiblical (Lk. 16:27-31).

Receiving God’s truth as revealed in serip-
ture is our safeguard against delusion
(2 Thess. 2:9-12).
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Presbyterians trace their origins to the ref-
ormation period and the teachings of John
Calvin. Calvin’s concept of the sovereignty of
God, combined with his understanding of
Justification by faith, led him to the belief
that God has elected some for salvation and
others for damnation. In the pre-designed
plan of God, some would be saved and others
lost. His concept of the sovereignty of God led
to a clear distinction between church and
state. Calvin believed in religious tolerance
for all peoples.

The Presbyterians number approximately
4,500,000 in the United States today. Their
system of church government gives auton-
omy to local congregations allowing them to
function independently. The role of ordain-
ing and installing all ministers is the respon-
sibility of a board appointed by a group of
congregations called Presbyters. The Synod
supervises the Presbyterians. The highest
governing body in the Presbyterian Church
is the General Assembly made up of pastors
and lay delegates from the Presbyters.

Presbyterians are guided in their under-
standing of truth by the Westminster confes-
sion of 1649. In 1967 a more liberalized
confession of faith was adopted which em-
phasizes love, peace, and what God has done
in reconciling the world to Himself through
Christ. The Presbyterian Church today, as
most mainline protestant churches, has sig-
nificantly softened its previous positions
with a de-emphasis on the Bible.
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Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Presbyterians

1. The inspiration of the Bible (although some
Presbyterian ministers of a liberal persua-
sion doubt the integrity of the scriptures).

The Trinity or Godhead.

. Eternal life through Jesus Christ.
. The Virgin Birth.

. Heaven.

. The literal Second Coming of Christ (al-
though some are confused with futurism).
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Some major doctrinal
misunderstandings of Presbyterians
and Bible texts to meet them

1. Pre-destination: The general concept that
God has pre-designed some people to be
saved and others to be lost. This doctrine
denies both God’s justice, his love, and
human freedom of choice (1 Tim. 2:3-5; 2 Pet.
3:9; Rev. 22:17). It is true that God has a
pre-designed plan for each individual. This
pre-designed plan is to save all mankind.
Individuals have the opportunity of choosing
whether or not they will accept his plan.

2. Sunday sacredness: The belief that since
Jesus rose from the dead on the first day, all
Christians should worship on that day.

(See Gen. 2:1-3; Ex. 20:8-11; Ezek. 20:12,20;
Lk. 4:16; Matt. 24:20; Acts 13:42-44; Reuv.
1:10; Matt. 12:8; Lk. 6:5; Isa. 66:22,23.)

3. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has animmortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinet from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See I Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Ecel. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-
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14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep 53
times.

. The inspiration of the Bible: Since some

Presbyterians have a hazy view of the inspi-
ration of scripture. The following passages
will be helpful in establishing the authority
of the Bible.

(See 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21; Isa. 34:16; Ps.
119:105; Jn. 17:17; 2 Sam. 7:28; Prov.
12:6,7.)

. The law was done away in Christ:

(See Matt. 5:17,18; Jn. 13:14; Rom. 6:13,14;
3:28-31; Ps. 40:8; Heb. 8:10; 1 Jn. 2:3-6; Jas.
2:10-17.)

Possible approaches with
Presbyterians

1.

2.

Demonstrate genuine Christian caring, tact
and tenderness.

Share articles or booklets on God’s love or
on a topic of current interest relating to
signs of the times.

. Ask such questions as:

a. How do you understand the Middle East
crisis?

b. Can you make any sense out of what’s
going on in the world today?

c. If God is a God of love, why does he allow
s0 many innocent people to suffer?

d. Have you ever wondered about the future
of our world?

e. Do you have the personal assurance of
eternal life? If you died tonight do you
have the confidence you would live with
Christ forever?
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4. Suggest that the Bible provides answers to
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our deepest questions and to the deepest
needs of the human heart.

. Invite your new friend to begin a weekly

series of Bible studies exploring the prophe-
cies of the Bible for our time and answering
the great questions of life.

Radio Church of God
(Herbert W. Armstrong group)

The name Church of God is used by more
than 200 separate religious denominations
in the United States. Fundamentally the
names have been used to indicate that these
churches have been gathered by the power
of God and not retained the errors of the
reform churches as they came out of Cathol-
icism. They tend to emphasize the organiza-
tional practices of the New Testament
church with particular emphasis on mira-
cles, tongues, and the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. The Church of God Seventh-day grew
out of the Advent movement of the mid-
1800’s. It rejected the name Seventh-day
Adventist when the Adventist Church was
being organized from 1860-1863. A smaller
group preferred the name Church of God.
Herbert W. Armstrong left the Church of
God Seventh-day in the 1930’s to begin the
Radio Church of God now known as the
World-wide Church of God. Its Plain Truth
magazine is circulated free to millions. The
church also sponsors Ambassador College,
and the Ambassador College Bible corre-
spondence course.

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with the Radio Church
of God

1.
2.
3.

Inspiration of the Bible.
The Second Coming of Christ.

The state of the dead and the annihilation
of the wicked.

. The acceptance of the Biblical health/di-

etary laws.

. The keeping of the Seventh-day Sabbath.
. The acceptance of the tithe principle.
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Some major doctrinal misunder-
standings of Radio Church of God
and Bible texts to meet them

1. The belief that Christ will reign on earth

during the millennium with the plagues
poured out as punitive scourges to force the
unsaved into submission.

(See Rev. 19:11-21; 20:1-10; Jn. 5:28,29;
Jer. 4:23-26: 25:33.) The word Abussos in
Rev. 20:1 is the same word as translated
“Without form and void” in Gen. 1:1,2 and
Jer. 4:23. It means a place of desolation.
For the precise time of the plagues see Rev.
15:1,8;16:12-21.

. The Radio Church of God continues to
observe the Jewish feasts such as Pass-
over, unleavened Bread, first fruits etc. On
the 14th of Nisan in the Jewish calendar
they observe Passover combined with a foot-
washing each year.

(To show these feasts were fulfilled in Christ
see Col. 2:14-17: 1 Cor. 5:7,8; Gal. 4:1-11;
3:26-29.)

. The Radio Church of God believes that
Christ was crucified upon Wednesday,
due to the fact that Jesus said, “For as Jonas
was three days and three nights in the ofthe
whale’s belly: so shall the Son of Man shall
be in the heart of the earth for three days
and nights” (Jon. 1:17; Matt. 12:40.)

a. Jesus used a variety of expressions to
describe His resurrection. He said “in
three days” 1 will rise (Matt. 26:61;
27:40; Mk. 14:58), and “after three days”
(Matt. 27:63; 12:40), and the third day
(Matt. 16:21; 17:23; 20:19; 27:64; Mk.
9:31; 10:34; Lk. 9;22; 18:33; 924:7,21,46).
The expressions “In three days” “after
three days must be harmonized with the
most common expression “the third day."”
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Jesus was resurrected not after three 24-
hour periods but as He declared “the third
day.”

b. The common ancient method of counting
was inelusive time reckoning. It included
both the day upon which a particular
period of time began and the day upon
which it ended, no matter how small a
fraction of the beginning or ending of the
day was involved. The Bible lists several
periods of three days which ended not
after but during three days.

(See Gen. 42:17-19; 1 Kings 12:5,12; with
2 Chron. 10:5,12.)

¢. The clear Biblical evidence is that Jesus
was crucified upon Friday and rose on
Sunday.

(See MkE. 16:9; Lk. 24:1,13,21,46; 23:54
to 24:1.)
For extended coverage of this subject see the

Seventh-day Adventist Source Book, vol. 9 of
the Commentary Series pp. 248-251.

Possible approaches to Radio
Church of God followers

1.
2.

Develop a close and strong friendship.

Share your testimony and personal relation-
ship with Jesus. Many Armstrong followers
have strong legalistic tendencies. Empha-
size the “do’s” of Christian experience. They
need the assurance of salvation in Jesus.

(1Jdn. 5:11,12; Jn. 1:12; Rom. 3:25-31; 6:14,
15; Eph. 2:8)

. Study the significance of the three angels’

messages. Most are fairly good Bible stu-
dents and will respond well to a study on the
deeper truths of Revelation.

. When you approach topics like the millen-

nium, keeping Jewish feasts, or the Wednes-
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Radio Church of God

day crucifixion theory, do it with a tact borne Secularists
of divine love.

5. The book, What Adventists Believe, our 27
fundamentals of faith is excellent for this
group.

Secularism is either the active pursuit of
materialistic values in life or a philosophical
view which dismisses God. To state it in
negative terms: secularism is the lack of any
apparent overt, visible interest in God, the
Bible, religion, or spiritual values. Bible
study, prayer, church attendance, and reli-
gious activities in general are unimportant.
Money, fashion, material things, alcohol,
drugs, sex, and sports have replaced God in
the life of the secularist. The secularists
motto is summed up in the words “Be Here
Now!” translated, “enjoy life to the fullest.”
Secularists may be divided into at least four
specific categories:

1. The Secular Intellectual—the scholarly type
who has doubts about the inspiration of the
Bible, the existence of God, and organized
religion.

2. The Secular Hard Hat—the working class
types or blue collar factory laborer who
works hard all week and wants only to relax,
drink beer, and watch the ball game on
weekends.

3. The Secular Religious Dropoui—the social
activist type whose parents were members
of organized churches, but who sees the
church as irrevelant to contemporary needs.
Heis concerned with poverty, peace, racism,
and social justice, but has little interest in
God. Secularists are often interested in the
moral ethic of Christianity but not the
Christ of Christianity.

4. The Secular Materialist—the young urban
professional type whose goals are a beautiful
home, a high-paying job, 2 late model car,
and exciting vacations. Material values are
paramountin his life and possessions are his

\ chief passion.
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Secularists Secularists

a. Dan. 2—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece,

Possible approaches to e
ossib PP Rome, divisions of Rome, Jesus’ coming.

the Secular Mind

Every human being responds to kindness.
Cenuine friendship breaks down prejudice.
One thing is for certain, you will not win
secularists to Christ by trying to out argue
them. Every human being has felt needs in
their life. These “felt needs” are areas where
the individual senses a need for help. They
might include the need for better health
(quitting smoking, a low-fat diet, reduced
stress, etc.), the need for a happier marriage,
the need for a more satisfying job, the need
for friendship, the need for understanding or
even the need for forgiveness, freedom from
guilt or inner peace. Look for areas in your
secularist friend’s life where he/she has
these felt needs and attempt to meet them.
Watch the walls of prejudice break down.
Look for open doors of opportunity to share
what Jesus personally means to you.

b. Jesus birth place—Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2).

c. Cyrus named 150 years before his birth
(Isa. 44:28; 45:1,2).

d. Prophecy of Tyre's destruction (Ezek.
26:1-4, 19-21).

e. Egypt desolate (Ezek. 29:1-9).

. The third approach suggests that evolution

is not a proven fact but a hypothesis. There
are three scientific laws which evolution
breaks:

a. Science declares life begets life. Evolu-
tion states given enough time, under the
right conditions, non-living things will
produce living things.

b. Science declares like produces like. Evo-
lution says there are links in the gaps
between kinds and species of animals.
There is no concrete scientific evidence

Three concrete approaches for for such an assertion.

secular people c. Science declares things left alone tend to
1. Share the plan of salvation simply and lov- ‘ break down (the second law of thermo

ingly:
a. God created a perfect world (Gen. 1 :28).

b. Adam and Eve lost the garden through sin
(Gen. 3:1-5).

¢. Sin separates us from God (Isa. 59:1,2).
d. The wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23).

e. Since all have sinned all of us deserve to
die eternally (Rom. 3:23; 5:18).

£ Through Jesus we can receive the gift of
eternal life (Jn. 3:16; Eph. 2:8; & Cor:
5:21).

_Share some of the great Bible prophecies as
evidence of the truthfulness of the Bible:
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dynamics). Evolution states things left
alone tend to build up.

Only the Bible can present meaning to the
great questions of life. Why am I here?
Where did I come from? What is my future
destiny? The Bible reveals a loving Christ
made us. He will personally guide our lives.
In Him we can be secure. Qur eternal future
isin His hands. Show your secular friend the
hopelessness without God and the great joy
in being secure in His hands.
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Former Seventh-day Adventists

Research indicates that most former Adven-
tists do not leave the church because of
doctrinal reasons. Some do, but not the ma-
jority. Most leave because of one of the four
following reasons:

1. A conflict with some other church member
or their pastor.

2. A perception that the church is no longer
relevant in their life and does not meet their
needs.

3. Discouragement with themselves over a fail-

ure to live in harmony with church stan-
dards.

4. A growing disinterest in spiritual things in

general due to a lack of adequate devotional
and Bible study life.
When an individual misses church repeat-
edly for apparently no reason, there is an
indication of spiritual trouble. Ifthey are not
immediately visited enabling them to dis-
cuss their spiritual problems, apostasy is
likely to result. Warmth, friendliness and
loving concern are often the agencies which
God uses to stem the apostasy.

Signs that an individual may be
growing discouraged and/or losing
interest in the church.

1. Spasmodic church attendance/ lack of
Prayer Meeting attendance.

2. A critical attitude, or general negative
spirit.
3. A lack of spiritual fervor.

4. A veturn of old habit patterns (smoking,
social drinking, worldly amusements).
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5. A disregard for the Sabbath (T.V. watching
Friday nights, shopping Sabbath afternoon,
overtime work on Sabbath, etc.).

6. Estrangement from church members and/or
failure to participate in the social life of the
church.

Approaches to Former Adventists

1. Former Adventists usually do not need con-
vincing regarding Adventist doctrines. They
certainly do not need condemnation for their
present life style. Don’t be surprised or act
shocked by their life style or habits. Most feel
the pangs of a condemning conscience al-
ready. Further condemnation will only cre-
ate hostility.

2. Demonstrate love, acceptance, and genuine
concern.

3. Begin with topics of general interest by ask-
ing such questions as:

a. Have you lived in this community for a
number of years?

b. Are you married or single? Do you have
children?

¢. Do you work close to home? What is your
occupation?

These general questions provide a basis for
getting acquainted in a non-threatening
way. Ask them gently and lovingly with deep
interest in the other person.

4. Proceed to topics of religious interest asking
the following questions:

a. ] understand you used to attend the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church regularly,
how long ago was that?

b. Were you a member for a number of years?

¢. There are different reasons why people
leave. Some experience disappointment
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Former Seventh-day Adventists

in their own lives, others are hurt by
church members or a pastor, still others
feel the church doesn’t meet their needs.
Would you like to share with me why you
no longer attend? I am really interested
in knowing.

d. Listen carefully. Ask questions. Do not
passjudgment on either the individual or
the church. Make comments like, “T can
understand why you might feel that
way!”

e. After carefully listening, share what
Jesus Christ means to you. Describe His
incredible mercy, His marvelous forgive-
ness and His power to change lives. Use
texts such as Mic. 7:18,19; Heb. 8:12;1Jn.
1:9. Emphasize the fact that, in the light
of Jesus soon return, He is calling many
of His former hurt children back to His
church. Have prayer together and tell
them you would like to see them again
next week. Usually it is not wise to invite
them back to church on the first visit.
Each time an individual says no, it's eas-
ier to say no a second time.

f. Be sure to return after one week as you
promised. Do not let your new friend
down and squelch his/her new budding
faith. On this second visit continue to
listen. Share hopeful Bible promises such
as Ps. 32:8; 40:1,2; and Ps. 32:1,2. Invite
your new friend over for dinner. Share
with them a copy of Steps to Christ par-
ticularly noting page 100 on God’s won-
derful love and desire to answer our
prayers.

g. By your third visit plan to invite your new
friend to some church program. I usually
prefer inviting them to a social program
or an evangelistic seminar or meeting
before I invite them to the Sabbath morn-
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ing church service. Offer to provide trans-
portation. They will feel much more com-
fortable returning with you than alone.

5. On the fourth visit share positive comments

from church members regarding their re-
turn. Let them know their former friends are
really happy they are coming back. Person-
ally encourage people who know them to call
them by phone and express their joy at see-
ing them again. Invite them to church. For-
mer S.D.A’s are an extremely fruitful field
for outstanding results. Generally they be-
lieve the Biblical message of Adventists.
They have some friends already in the
church. Disappointments, conflicts, or per-
sonal problems have led them away. They
await a loving, caring, and genuine invita-
tion to return.
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Seventh-Day Baptists

Seventh-day Adventists have close historic
ties with Seventh-day Baptists. A Seventh-
day Baptist, Rachel Oaks Preston, shared
the Sabbath truth with Joseph Bates who
after careful Bible study accepted it. Early
Millerite Adventists were Sunday-keepers
until they re-studied the issue of the genuine
Bible Sabbath after being introduced to it
by Seventh-day Baptists. Bible-believing
Baptist Christians kept the Sabbath truth
alive in Europe throughout the reformation.
They were first established in Americain the
late 17th century at Newport, Rhode Island.
Their membership in the United States is
approximately 5,000 today with a total
world membership of close to 50,000. Ad-
ministrative authority is centralized in a
General Conference; however, each local
congregation functions as an independent
body having great freedom in both teachings
and practice.

One of the major differences between Sev-
enth-day Baptists and Seventh-day Adven-
tists is prophetic urgency. Seventh-day
Adventists see themselves as the prophetic
remnant of Rev. 12:17, with a special com-
mission from their Lord to herald the end-
time message of Rev. 14:6-12. 1t is this last
day message which has given evangelistic
life to the advent movement enabling it to
grow to a world-wide membership of seven
million.

Seventh-day Baptists

4, Salvation through Christ alone.
5. The Seventh-day Sabbath.
6. Baptism by immersion.

7. The literal return of Christ (although some
may accept the secret rapture).

8. A strong emphasis on religious liberty and
freedom of conscience.

Some major doctrinal misunder-
standings of Seventh-day Baptists
and Bible texts to meet them

(Not all SDB’s believe exactly as listed below,
but most do.)

1. Once saved always saved: The belief that
once an individual comes to Christ they can
never lose their salvation.

(See I Cor. 15:1,2; 2 Pet. 2:20-22; 1 Cor. 9:27
[The word castaway here is the same word
used in Jer. 6:30 for burned or rejected]; Heb.
4:4-7: Rev. 3:5; see also Phil. 4:3—When we
accept Christ, our names are placed in the
Book of Life. Since they can be removed, it is
possible for those who once accepted to re-
ject.)

2. Immortality of the soul: The belief that
eachindividual has an immortal, indestruct-
ible soul distinet from the body but which
leaves the body at death destined for heaven
or hell.

(See 1 Tim. 6:15,16; Gen. 2:7; Ecel. 12:7;
Job 27:3; Ps. 146:4; 6:5; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-

Some doctrinal beliefs held in
common with Seventh-day Baptists

1. The Bible as the inspired Word of God.
2. The Trinity or Godhead.
3. The Virgin Birth.
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14.) Remember the Bible uses the word
“soul” 1,600 times and never once says “im-
mortal soul.” The Bible calls death a sleep
53 times.

. Eternal torment: The belief that God pun-

ishes the lost in hell for eternity.
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Seventh-day Baplists

(See Mal. 4:1-3; Ps. 37:10,11,20,38; Jude 7; 2
Pet. 2:6; Rev. 20:9; Heb. 12:29.)

4. The secret rapture: The belief that Christ
will return secretly prior to the tribulation
(plagues) to snatch away or rapture His
church leaving the unsaved on earth to suf-
fer through the plagues.

(See 1 Thess. 4:16,17; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; 2:1-7;
Matt. 13:30; 16:27: 24:27; Ps. 50:3; Rev. 1:7.)

Possible approaches with
Seventh-day Baptists

1. Establish agreement on the points we hold
in common. Affirm your faith in and commit-
ment to Jesus. Express your belief that sal-
vation is by grace alone through faith.

2. Ask if they understand God’s message for
today as it is outlined in Rev. 14:6-12. Share
your conviction that Rev. 14 contains a mes-
sage for our day as important as Noah’s
message was in his day. Suggest that you
spend time together exploring the depths of
the prophetic message.

3. Seventh-day Baptists do not accept the gift
of prophecy as manifest in the writings of
Ellen G. White. A Bible study on the role of
the gift of prophecy in God’s latter day move-
ment utilizing such passages as Eph. 4.8,
and 11-15, 1 Cor. 1:6-8, Rev. 12:17, 19:10 and
the tests of a true prophet found in Deut.
13:1-4, Isa. 8:20, Dan. 10:17, Jer. 28:9, and
Matt. 7:15 should eventually be given. I sug-
gest avoiding the sensitive points with Sev-
enth-day Baptists initially. Dwell on points
we hold in common. Many Seventh-day Bap-
tists will be fascinated with the prophecies
of Daniel and Revelation. Something as
straight forward as Dan. 2 will excite your
Seventh-day Baptist friends.
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The Power of Intercessory Prayer

The principles in this volume are designed
to enable you to become a more effective soul
winner. People are won to Christ not merely
by what we say but by the total impact of the
Holy Spirit’s working on their lives through
us. Without the genuine infilling of the Holy
Spirit, our words will be ineffective.

Mark’s Gospel deseribes Jesus’ incredible
power as a soulwinner. The masses were
amazed declaring, “He teaches as one having
authority and not as the scribes” (Mk. 1:22).
The secret of Jesus soulwinning power is
found in verse 35, “And in the morning rising
up a great while before day, he went out and
departed into a solitary place and there
prayed.”

The secret of Jesus’ power was the secret of
intercessory prayer. If you want to be a soul
winner, heaven’s power will come as on your
knees you pray for individual people. As we
pray for others, God grants us wisdom to
reach them (Jas. 1:5). He gives us the keys
to their hearts. As we pray, through the
influence of the Holy Spirit, God works upon
their hearts in ways He could not if we did
not pray.

In the great controversy between good and
evil in the universe, God respects human
freedom. He gives each of His children the
opportunity to choose. Through angels, the
influence of the Holy Spirit and the provi-
dential circumstances of life, God is doing
everything He can without violating human
freedom to win individuals to Himself.

When we hold up specific individuals before
God in intercessory prayer, respecting our
freedom, He pours out His Holy Spirit
through us to reach them. We become chan-
nels of His influence—we become conduits of
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The Power af Intercessory Prayer

His power. The water of life flows from the
throne of God to thirsty souls through us.
In the conflict between good and evil, “God
will do in answer to the prayer of faith that
which He would not do, did we not thus ask”
(Great Controversy, p. 525).

The section below provides an opportunity
for you to become an intercessor. In the left
column write the name of the person you are
praying for, or the special request you have
before God. In the right column record God’s
answer. Read thesc promises regularly to
strengthen your faith: Matt. 7.7; ME. 11:24;
1dJdn. 5:16.

Prayer Diary

Prayer Request tzod’s Answer
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